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S. Arabia urges continued Iraq ban 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia called on Gulf Arab allies on Saturday 
to campaign vigourously against any easing of U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq, saying Baghdad is still a threat. “The Iraqi regime continues to 
pose a threat to the security and stability of our states." said Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud At Faisal in opening remarks to a 
meeting of foreign ministers of the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council. Prince Saud also called on Iran to be a good neighbour and 
stop repeating claims of sovereignty over three islands disputed with 
the United Arab Emirates in the lower Gulf. “We hope Iran responds 
to the voice of reason in the matter of the islands, so as to arrive at a 
final solution bv peaceful means, thus proving ... that its policies are 
those of a good neighbour." Prince Saud said. Prince Saud said Iraq 
was making contacts across the Arab World to seek support for the 
lifting of sanctions imposed by the United Nations after the 1991 Gulf 
war, before Baghdad had fully complied with U.N. resolutions set 
after the war. M U is necessary that this meeting ... confirms the 
firmness of our stand (that Iraq must fully comply with the 
resolutions)." Prince Saud said- 
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Police due in Gaza, 
Jericho on Thursday 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The vanguard of a 
Palestinian police force will ar- 
rive in the Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho on Thursday, a 
top Palestinian leader said in a 
“ statement on Saturday. “The 
number of the police force will 
be 1,500. One third of them 
will be stationed in Jericho and 
the rest m Gaza, the statement 
released by Faisal AJ Husseini 
said, without specifying how 
many would arrive in the first 
group. The police force enter- 
ing Gaza would come from 
Yemen, Algeria, Tunis, Egypt 
and Sudan while the force in 
Jericho would come from Jor- 
dan and Iraq, the statement 
said. The commander of the 
force would be Nasr Yousef, it 
said. 

Hata to visit Mideast 
in April 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s Fore- 
ign Minister Tsutomu Hata will 
visit Egypt. Israel, Syria and 
Jordan from April 29 through 
May 8 to promote the region's 
peace efforts, Kyodo news 
agency reported on Saturday. 
A Japanese foreign minister 
last visited the Middle East in 
May 1991, the then 

minister. Taro Nakayama, 
toured the region. 

% Turkish official warns 
new Islamic mayors 

ISTANBUL (R) — Newly 
elected Islamist mayors of 
Ankara, Istanbul and other 
Turkish cities may be prose- 
cuted If they deviarefrom seaF 
lar policies, the interior minis- 
ter said esi Saturday. “Those 
mayors who go beyond their 
authority and deviate from the 
path shown by (Kemal) Ata- 
turk and go against his princi- 
ples wEQ face legal action and 
be prosecuted in court,” 
Anatolian News Agency 

S ooted Interior Minister Nahit 
fentese as saying. Mir. Men- 
tese was referring to the elec- 
tion of pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party (RP) mayors in many 
Turkish cities, including Istan- 
bul, in municipal polls on 
March 27. He made the state- 
ment after reports that Islamic 
zealots in Istanbul had 
threatened women in modern 
dress and forced them off pub- 
lic transport in Turkey’s largest 
city following the elections. . 

Egyptian opposition 
* leader on trial 

CAIRO (R) — The leader of 
the Egyptian opposition 
Labour Party and the editor of 
the party newspaper went on 
trial on Saturday charged with 
libelling Prime Minister Atef 
Secflri, the editor said. Ibrahim 
Shukri and the editor of A1 
Sbaab, Magda Hussein, face 
charges arising from articles in 
the paper alleging that Dr. 
Sedki protected a building con- 
tractor who was arrested in 
January and charged with cor- 
ruption. The trial has been 
adjourned until May 8 to give 
defence lawyers more time to 
prepare their case, Mr. Hus- 
sein said. The maximum penal- 
ty for criminal libel is seven 
years in jail or a fine of 500 
Egyptian pounds ($150). Mr. 
Hussein said he and Mr. Shuk- 
ri would go to trial on Tuesday 

on identical charges brought by 
Cairo Governor Omar Abdul 
Akber, and again on Thursday 
on the same charges, this time 
brought by Zakaria Azmi, 
beau of President Hosni 
Mubarak’s office. 

N. Korea’s ruling 
party closes meeting 

• TOKYO (AP) — More than 
10,000 leading members of 
North Korea's communist rul- 
ing party ended an unpre- 
cedented three-day meeting in 
t Pyongyang Saturday after 
stowing their loyalty to_ Pres- 
cient Kim H Sung and his son, 
official reports said. The offi- 
cial Korean Central News 

Agency, monitored in Tokyo, 

said the conference of “party 
cell secretaries,” the first in the 
Workers’ Party's 49-year his- 
tory, was initiated by Kim B 
Sung’s son, Kim Jong B. 
Analysts believe the meeting 
was an effort to rally support 
b ehin d the leadership of the 
two Kims. 


Israel, PLO agree on 

10,000-strong police 

Arafat said to have Rabin’s assurance 
that pullout will be complete by April 30 


Combined agency dispatches 

TWO SENIOR Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
officials said Saturday that 
Israel had agreed to a 10,000-. 
strong Palestinian police force 
in the autonomous areas, up 1 
from the figure of 8,500 Israel 
had accepted earlier. 

Israel’s acceptance of a lar- 
ger force came during last 
week’s negotiations in Cairo 
on a security package for the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
the two PLO officials con- 
firmed in separate telephone 
interviews in occupied Jeru- 
salem and Cairo. Both spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

The PLO’s top negotiator 
with Israel, Nabil Shaath, was 
more guarded Saturday. “We 
have uot yet agreed on the 
number but what I said earlier 
(was) that the two figures were 
close and that the agreement 
| should not be a problem," Dr. 
Shaath told the Associated 
Press in Cairo. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s spokesman. Gad Ben- 
Ari, would sot confirm or deny 
the report. “I cannot relate to 
anything that goes on in the 
negotiations between the two 
parties,” Mr. Ben-Ari said. 

_ The PLO initially -had de- 
manded 10,000 policemen for 


the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 
Israel wanted a much smaller 
force and eventually accepted 
a contingent of 8,500. . 

But in the wake of the Feb. 
25 Hebron mosque massacre, 
the PLO demanded better pro- 
tection for Palestinians, and 
the two PLO officials said 
Israel last week agreed to a 
larger force. 

Israel also agreed to permit 
the return of more than 30 
Palestinian activists who were 
expelled by the army from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
during the uprising against 
occupation, said Ahmad Tibi, 
a senior aide to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

The list of names has been 
compiled, and Israeli and PLO 
negotiators will work out last 
details of the expellees’ return 
when they meet Sunday in 
Cairo, Dr. Tibi said. 

Palestinian reporters in 
Gaza said PLO headquarters 
in Tunis had sent a preliminary 
list of 26 names of returnees to 
the FLO office in Gaza. The 
returnees were to cross from 
Egypt into Gaza on Monday, 
the Palestinian reporters said.. 

Dr. Tibi said Mr. Arafat 
would fly to Cairo within the 
next few days and would likely 
meet with. Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak by midweek. 


“They will talk about the 
need for rapid implementa- 
tion” of the autonomy accord 
for the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
Dr. Tibi told AP. 

Dr. Tibi said it was still 
possible for Israel and the PLO 
to sign an autonomy agree- 
ment by April 13, the original 
target date for having com- 
pleted troop withdrawal and 
handover of authority to the 
PLO. “We hope that during 
the next two weeks, negotia- 
tions can be completed," Dr. 
Tibi said. 

Both sides have agreed to 
begin with implementation 
even while negotiations are 
continuing. A vanguard of 
several dozen Palestinian 
police is to arrive in Gaza and 
Jericho this week. 

A key Palestinian demand in 
the negotiations is a timetable 
for releasing all Palestinian de- 
tainees from Israeli jails. Dr. 
Tibi said the PLO wants all 
prisoners released in time to 
participate m general elec- 
tions, which under last 
September’s outline agreement 
on autonomy should be held 
no later than July 13. 

Israel says about 8,200 
Palestinians are held by Israel, 
while the PLO puts the num- 
ber at around 11.700. 

(Continued on page 5) 


OSLO (Agencies) — Norway 
will be ready to send observers 
to die troubled West Bank 
town of Hebron by the end of 
next week despite threats of 
attacks from a Palestinian 
group, a senior official said on 
Saturday. 

But Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Jan Egeland also said Nor- 
way was not certain whether it 
could supply 90 of the 160 
European observers as re- 
quested by Israel and the 
Palestrae Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). The other 70 are 
to come from Italy and De- 
nmark. 

“We will be able to have the 
first people in place by the end 
of next week if needed,” Mr. 
Egeland told Reuters in a tele- 
phone Interview. ""But there 
are a great number of details 
still to be worked out, from 
uniforms to security arrange- 
ments.” 

Mr. Egeland said Islamic 
Jihad, a Palestinian group 
opposed to the PLO- Israel 
accord on Palestinian auton- 
omy in the Gaza Strip, had 
threatened to attack Norwe- 
gian observers. 

“Their aim is to derail the 
peace process. We will not let 


them do that. Our aim is to 
ensure its success," he said. 

A Jewish settler almost 
wrecked the peace deal, secret- 
ly brokered in Norway last 
year by a tiny group of Norwe- 
gians including Mr. Egeland, 
by shooting dead dozens of 
Palestinians in a mosque in 
Hebron on Feb. 25. 

Norwegian officials would 

Mamie Jihad 
disowns threat 

A PALESTINIAN group 
Saturday denied that it had 
threatened to kill Norwegian 
observers that are to be de- 
ployed in the West Bank town 
of Hebron this month to defuse 
tension between Palestinians 
and Jewish settlers. 

The alleged threat was made 
./Friday in a leaflet distributed 
in Hebron and signed by Isla- 
mic Jihad. 

In a leaflet handed out 
Saturday in the occupied Gaza 
Strip, Islamic Jihad alleged 
that the earlier flier was forged 
by Israel’s Shin Bet security 
services. “This (Friday’s) leaf- 
let is a lie," the new leaflet 
said. 


Assad receives Yeltsin message; 
‘Russian initiative is still alive’ 


continue meetings on Saturday 
to discuss the question of the 
observers, armed with pistols 
for self-defence. 

“They want 90 of the 160 to 
come from Norway. Whether 
we’ll be able to deliver that 
many from a small country 
remains to be seen. Well make 
a big effort," Mr. Egeland 
said. 

Of the planned 90, Mr. Ege- 
land said more than half were 
likely to be backups for the 
observers themselves — in- 
cluding administrators and 
medical staff. 

He said that the commit- 
ment was for three months. 
“We hope that by then peace 
will have overtaken the need 
for the observers,” he said. 
Norway is seeking observers 
from the police, the armed 
forces and volunteers. 

On Thursday in Cairo, Israel 
and the PLO signed the deal to 
station observers m Hebron, 
the first time Israel has agreed 
to an international presence in 
the occupied territories since it 
seized them in 1967. 

On Sunday, Norwegians 
Kjell Johansen, ex-commander 

(Contimied on page 5) 

Israelis 





KING VISITS SOUTH: Hfe Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday visited the command of the southern 
military region where be was received by its 
commander and several of its officers. King 
Hussein, accompanied by Their Royal Highnes- 


ses Prince Hamzeh and Prince Hasbem, was the region. 


briefed by the commander on the region’s 
military units* duties and training activities. 
Klig Hussein also visited one of the frontline 
units where be met with its officers and person- 
nel. He also visited several other military units in 


Jordan sees Hebron deal as 
positive but says more needed 


Norway and Denmark to send 
Hebron observers despite threat 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment on Saturday wel- 
comed an Israei-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreement for security in the 
West Bank town of Hebron as 
a positive step towards Mid- 
dle East peace. 

But Information' Minister 
Jawad A1 Anani said Jordan 
believed those seenrity 
arrangements will not achieve 
their full aims if Israel does not 
remove Jewish settlers from 
Hebron to prevent a repeat of 
acts of violence against the 
Palestinian people. 

“The government considers 
this pact as a positive step on 
the road towards a comprehen- 
sive and peaceful settlement 
that would lead the Palestinian 
people to regaining their basic 
rights over their national soil,” 
he told reporters after a 
Cabinet meeting. 

“The Cabinet also reaf- 
firmed that the security mea- 
sures, provided for in this pact. 


offer protection for Hebron 
and its holy sites ..., " he 
added. 

The PLO gave Jordan a copy 
of tile pact hours after it was 
signed in Cairo on Thursday. 

The Israei-PLO agreement 
calls for some 160 Norwegians. 
Danes and Italians to go to 
Hebron to monitor the security 
situation after a Jewish settler 
killed dozens of Palestinian 
worshippers there on Feb. 25. 

They will have no police or 
military functions. 

The pact paved the way for 
resumption of talks on an 
accord for limited Palestinian 
self-rule in Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

Dr. Anani said the Council 
of Ministers on Saturday re- 
viewed a report submitted by 
the fir>jince and interior minis- 
ters about their visit last week 
to Zarqa Gove mo rate where 
they examined problems re- 
lated to state-owned land ille- 
gally seized by squatters who 
have built tomes without li- 


cence. 

The council has approved 
immediate arrangements to 
help end the problem by allow- 
ing the squatters to acquire 
legal ownership of the build- 
ings and lands if they pay for 
them to the treasury in accord- 
ance with the Lands and Sur- 
vey Department's decisions in 
this respect. Dr. Anani said. 

He said the Cabinet decided 
that 80 per cent of the lands 
involved in the problem in 
Zarqa and Ruseifa should be 
settled by July 31. 

Dr. Anani also said that the 
Cabinet reviewed the outcome 
of a visit by Justice Minister 
Taber Hikinat to France where 
he examined judicial systems 
and sought French assistance 
in dealing with judicial matters 
in Jordan. 

The Cabinet also reviewed a 
report by Health Minister 
Abdul Rahim Malhas about his 
participation in an Arab health 
ministers meeting held recently 
in Cairo. 


U.S. talks 
on Aqaba 
blockade 
delayed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
officials said on Saturday a 
Washington meeting of top 
U.S. bodies in charge of sear- 
ches of ships heading to the 
Kingdom had been postponed 
until next week. 

The meeting to review the 
searches aimed at goods that 
might be transhipped to Iraq, 
initially had been scheduled to 
be held at the State Depart- 
ment on Thursday. Reuter 
said. 

It has been delayed until 
next Wednesday to allow more ' 
time to study a three-month- 
old Jordanian proposal to re- 
place offshore with onshore 
inspections by a third party. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said Monday Jordan would not 
resume peace talks with Israel 
if the disruptive searches by 
U.S.-led navies enforcing U.N. 
trade sanctions against Iraq 
continued. 

Officials say the inspection 
has been tightened recently to 
pressure Jordan into signing a 
peace deal with Israel. 

Under the proposal ex- 
pected to be discussed by U.S. 
officials on Wednesday, the 
sea-based inspection by the 
U.S.-led forces will be moved 
to the port of Aqaba. 

Information Minister Jawad 
A1 Anani said Tuesday that 
Jordan felt that the proposal 
was not given the proper atten- 
tion it deserved since enough 
time had passed for studying 
die proposal but no action had 
been taken. 

A group of Jordanian offi- 
cials, businessmen and ship- 
ping agents held a televised 
debate last week with the 
secretary of the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee. They ex- 
plained the negative impact of 
the sanctions enforcement in 
its present form on Jordan's 
economy. The Sanctions Com- 
mittee official promised that 
the Kingdom's grievances will 
be placed before the commit- 
tee. 


N. Yemeni party says Gulf states arming south 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh’s par- 
ty accused Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia on Saturday of financ- 
ing arms purchases by his main 
rival, the Aden-based Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) of Vice 
President Ati Salem A1 Beidh. 

Disputes between Mr. Saleh 
and Mr. Beidh, who ruled for- 
mer North and South Yemen 
respectively until the two 
merged in 1990, are threaten- 
ing to tear the country apart 
once again. 

Sources in Mr. Saleh's 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC) said the two Gulf 
states, which fell out with 
Sanaa over its perceived sup- 
port for Baghdad after Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
.wanted to encourage the south 
to end the merger. 

One source said aircraft and 
ships “carrying weapons, 
ammunition and food supplies 


financed by the states of 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to 
help forces of secession within 
the YSP to put an end to 
(Yemen) unity" bad arrived at 
ports and airports in the for- 
mer South Yemen over the 
past three days. 

The charges followed last 
week's accusation by Mr. 
Beidh that Mr. Saleh’s GPC 
was deploying banned 
weapons, including poisonous 
chemicals, a charge denied by 
Mr. Saleh. 

The sources gave no details 
of the type of weapons and 
ammunition, or the amount of 
food supplies. They did not say 
where the arms and ammuni- 
tion came from. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the YSP. 

Political sources in the for- 
mer North Yemen have 
spoken privately in recent 
months of alleged Kuwaiti and* 


Saudi support to the YSP in its 
dispute with the GPC. But this 
was the first time they made 
such charges. 

YSP officials, including Mr. 
Beidh and his deputy , Salem 
Saleh Mohammad, have over 
the past few weeks visited 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
as well as Egypt and Syria. 

The visits angered the GPC 
as an attempt to mend fences 
at their expense. And Mr. 
Saleh himself paid visits to 
Egypt, Syria and the UAE 

Arab officials in Amman 
said on Saturday Jordan and 
Oman were likely to carry on 
their efforts to disengage rival 
army units in Yemen after con- 
sidering pulling out at one 
stage. 

"There is a high possibility 
of extending the duration of 
the involvement of the Omani 
and Jc-danian officers by 


another month in response to a 
Yemeni request," an Arab 
official close to both govern- 
ments told Reuters. 

The move came after a flurry 
of contacts between Jordan, 
Oman and Yemen. 

Jordanian. Omani and 
Yemeni officers along with the 
U.S. and French military 
-attaches in Yemen are mem- 
bers of a committee formed to 
disengage rival troops in line 
with a Yemeni reconciliation 
pact signed in Amman on Feb. 
20 . 

King Hussein and Oman’s 
Sultan Qnboos Ben Said had 
been in favour of pulling out 
after a rise of violence in Ye- 
men, the officials said. 

But President Saleh and 
Vice President Beidh have said 
they wanted Amman and Mus- 
cat to continue efforts to help 
Yemen's march towards peace, 
they added. 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Presi- 
dent Hafez AJ Assad received 
a message Saturday from his 
Russian counterpart, Boris 
Yeltsin, dealing with the Mid- 
dle East peace process, which 
Moscow is working to propel. 

The official Syrian News 
Agency (SANA) said the mes- 
sage was delivered by Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov during a meeting with 
Mr. Assad. 

Russia and the United States 
are cosponsors of the current 
peace process, launched by a 
Mideast peace conference in 
Madrid in October 1991. 

Mr. Ivanov is on a Middle 
East tour to promote Russian’s 
call for converting another con- 
ference to push forward an 
Aiab-Israeli settlement. 

Such a conference would 
mean a high-level representa- 
tion. 

The United States is 
opposed to the idea, and wants 
the process to continue in the 
form of separate', bilateral 
talks between negotiating 
teams from Israel and each of 
the mam Arab parties — Jor- 


dan, Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Ivanov said on arrival 
late Friday that the “Russian 
initiative is Still outstanding 
and its practical implementa- 
tion depends on the position 
of all parties concerned." 

He said Yeltsin’s message to 
Mr. Assad was related to 
“peace efforts and the Russian 
leadership’s attempts to over- 
come the post-Hebron mas- 
sacre situation.” 

“My discussions in Syria will 
cover ways of achieving prog- 
ress in the faltering peace talks 
as well as ways of bolstering 
bilateral cooperation with 
Syria,” Mr. Ivanov said. “We 
believe that Syrian-Russian 
cooperation has a special im- 
portance at tins sensitive stage 
of the Mideast peace process.” 
Syria was Moscow’s chief 
Arab ally before the collapse 
of die Soviet Union, 
Meanwhile, state-run 
Damascus Radio accused 
Israel of preventing progress in 
the peace talks “by refusing to 

(Continued on page 5) 


wound 8 Libya demands AMU partners ease embargo 


in Hebron 

HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (R) — Israeli troops 
shot and wounded eight 
Palestinians in clashes m the 
occupied West Bank town of 
Hebron on Saturday, hospit- 
al officials said. 

They said two men, aged 
20 and 21, suffered serious 
bullet wounds and the other 
six were slightly wounded by 
rubber bullets while throwing 
stones at soldiers. The Israeli 
army said it was checking the 
report. 

Hebron has been a centre 
of Arab-Israeli violence since 
the killing of dozens of Mus- 
lims by a Jewish settler in a 
local mosque of Feb. 25. 

Under a deal os security 
for Palestinians signed by 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
on Thursday, Norway, De- 
nmark and Italy wfll send 160 
observers to Hebron this 
month. ■-*. 


TUNIS (R) — Libya deman- 
ded on Saturday that the five- 
country Arab Maghreb Union 
(AMU) take firm steps to ease 
the trade embargo imposed on 
it after the 1988 Lockerbie 
bombing. 

“We expect this summit to 
take crudal decisions and con- 
crete steps," top Libyan offi- 
cial Khoueldi Hamidi said at 
the opening of a two-day AMU 
summit 

The onion, which groups 
Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, 
Morocco ana Tunisia, was 
founded in 1989 to forge a 
common market across North 
Africa stretching from the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean. 

Despite hs lofty aims, the 
AMU bas made little real 
pro g ress towards economic in- 
tegration mainly because of 
political disputes within foe re- 
gion — _ 

Foremost among these is 
Libya's longstanding criticism 
of its AMU partners for ap- 
plying the United Nations 
embargo imposed after the 


Lockerbie bombing, which kil- 
led 270 people. 

Mr.Hamidi, who repre- 
sented Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi at the meeting, 
said in a long speech that a 
clear Way for the union to cany 
out its aims would be to ease 
Libya's lot. 

“We must make concrete all 
these intentions, which re- 
quires a unity of mil and a 
unity of security," he said. 

A member of foe Libyan 
delegation said Colonel 
Qadhafi did not attend the 
summit because of the embar- 
go, which prohibits interna- 
tional flights to and from 
Libya. 

“If he could have come by 
plane be would have come." 
he said. 

Mr. Hamidi came from Tri- 
poli to Tunis by road. 

Morocco’s King Hassan also 
did not attend the meeting, 
which has been postponed 
three times because of Libya's 
conflict with the West and be- 


cause of Algeria's civil strife. 
King Hassan sent Prime Minis- 
ter Karim Lam rani in his place. 

Algeria's President U amine 
Zeroual, making his first trip 
abroad since he was appointed 
two months ago by his coun- 
try’s military leadership, is to 
take over the AMU’s rotating 
presidency from Tunisian Pres- 
ident Zine A1 Abidin e Ben Ali 
at the summit. 

Few diplomats expea the 
meeting to yield much progress 
on economic integration 
although Maghreb officials 
said some economic accords 
are expected to be signed. 

At its inception the union 
had many ambitions, among 
them setting up a free trade 
zone by 1994, achieving cus- 
toms union by 1995 and even 
founding a common airline. 

Maghreb officials admit the 
difficulties of welding together 
five countries that span 4,500 
kilometres, each with its par- 
ticular economic and political 
system. 


“We have not begun to ex- 
ecute the accords because the 
aims were themselves very 
ambitious and required certain 
conditions for their applica- 
tion, notably at the regional 
level,” Tunisian Junior Minis- 
ter for Maghreb Affairs Said 
Ben Mustapha said in a news- 
paper interview published on 
Saturday. 

"The region is going through 
a period of tension that re- 
quires that we put the Maghreb 
nouse in order and we do not 
hide the existence of difficul- 
ties that have caused an adjust- 
ment of the Maghreb states' 
priorities,” he added. 

Diplomats said the summit’s 
great unspoken issue will be 
the civil strife in Algeria, 
where more than 3,300 people 
have died during the past two 
years of conflict between the 
authorities and militants. 

Algeria borders all foe other 
members of the union and each 
fears the possible spreading of 
its unrest. 
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' Clinton: Syria 

• doing too 
. little on drugs 

SAN DIEGO (R) — President 
Bill Clinton Friday criticised 
, Syria in an annual report for 
doing too little to stop illicit 
drug trafficking, thus retaining 
a designation some State De- 
partment officials had hoped 
would be lifted. 

Mr. Clinton also added 
Nigeria to the annual list of 

■ countries not doing enough to 

• fight illegal drug production. 
Burma and Iran were cited as 
well for failing to stem the flow 
of narcotics. The designation 
means the four countries can- 

■ not receive U.S. aid. 

Some State Department 

- officials had recommended 

- Syria be removed from the list 
of major narcotics-producing 
and transit countries because 

. of modest steps taken to fight 
tbe opium trade in Lebanon's 
Bekaa Valley, which is largely 
controlled by Damascus. 

But some members of con- 
gress and aides to Secretary of 
State Wanen Christopher ob- 
jeered to the move. Mr. Christ- 
opher overruled the lower- 
level officials who made the 
recommendation and ordered 
Syria retained on the list, U.S. 

• officials said. 

Mr. Clinton and Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad, meeting 
in Geneva in January, set up a 
-• framework for dealing with bi- 
lateral differences, including 
. Syria’s inclusion on the U.S. 

■ list of countries that sponsor 
~ “terro ris m." But a U.S. offi- 
cial said not much progress has 
„ made on resolving problems 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Clinton had urged Syria 
to return to Middle East peace 
talks with Israel, and Daunas- 
- cus is scheduled to rejoin the 
peace process later this month. 


Oil spill hits 
coast of UAE 


DUBAI (R) — Oil from a 
tanker collision washed onto 
the United Arab Emirates' 
(UAE) coast on Saturday. 
Pollution crews rushed to the 
area. 

“Some oil has come on shore 
north of Khor Fakkan and we 
are beginning to clear the 
area," said Captain Roger 
Saunders, general manager of 

the Fujairah port. 

He said the oil was “fairly 
extensive” on an Arabian Sea 
beach north of Khor Fakkan, 
but had not reached its bay or 
resort area. Khor Fakkan, 
close to the Strait of Hormuz, 
is a Holiday spot popular for its 
sandy beach and coral reefs. 

Capt. Saunders said the slick 
was “in patches, it is not con- 
tinuous and in some areas it is 
.closer to the beaches than 
others.” 

Capt. Yani Kaimenakis, op- 
erations manager for a Greek 
firm mounting the cleanup op- 
eration, said earlier Saturday 
the 30-kilometre slick was 
spreading north and four to 
five kilometres from the shore. 

“The slick is moving doser 
to the beaches because of 
heavy currents. It will be a 
major problem if it reaches the 
beaches because it will be more 
difficult to deal with,” he told 
Reuters by cellular telephone 
from one of his firm's vessels. 

Capt. Kaimenakis said 7,000 
to 8,000 tonnes of crude lost 
from a tanker after a collision 
just outside the Gulf late on 
Wednesday night bad formed a 
slick stretching from die main 
port of Fujairah past the port 
of Khor Fakkan to the north. 

Capt. Kaimenakis's shipping 


and anti-pollution firm Fair- 
deal has four skimmers dealing 
with tbe spill off Fujairah, 
some 100 kilometres from the 
Gulfs entrance at the Straits of 
Hormuz. 

The 57,211-tonne UAE 
tanker Baynunah, which was in 
ballast, and the folly-laden 
293,238-tonne Seki collided 
some 16 kilometres from Fu- 
jairah port. There were no 
casualties. 

A leak in the Seki's port side 
tank number one has been 
blocked and small amounts of 
oil that were still spilling from 
the Panamanian- flagged super- 
tanker were stopped on Fri- 
:day. 

‘‘The crews managed to 
empty the leaking tank into 
other storage tanks. The tank 
is now empty of oil,'' Capt. 
Saunders said. 

Capt. Kaimenakis said one 
skimmer has so far collected 
1,200 tonnes of oil, but did not 
have information on three 
other skimmers. 

Company officials said on 
Friday 900 tonnes were col- 
lected. 

Capt. Saunders told Reuters 
a pollution expert from the 
London- based International 
Tankers Owners Pollution 
Federation, Hugh Parker, has 
arrived in Fujairah and started 
helicopter flights over the area 
of the spfll. 

The accident posed a risk of 
a major pollution disaster in 
one of the world's busiest ship-' 
ping lanes which is already 
plagued with spillage left over 
from the Gulf and Iran- Iraq 
wars. 
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INVITATION TO TENDERS 

The Higher Committee of the Consolidated Purchasing in: 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd. 

The Jordan Cement Factories Co. Ltd. 

Announces the invitation to the following tenders: 

1. Tender No. F.P.C. 1/94 for the supply of conveyor rubber 
belts. 

2. Tender No. F.P.C. 2/94 for the supply of general tires & 
tubes. 

3. Tender No. F.P.C. 3/94 for supply of stainless steel and 
structural carbon steel materials. 

Tender documents and conditions can be obtained from the 
Arab Potash Company Limited offices in Amman/Procurement 
Department/Purchasing Section, against JD 150,000 non- 
refundable fees, for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tenders is 12:00 hours local 
time Saturday May 28, 1994. 

The Higher Committee of 
The Consolidated Purchasing 


Rabin assures 
opposition 
no plan to 
shift settlers 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
assured opposition leaders that 
there are no plans to evacuate 
Jewish settlers from Hebron, 
but reports said that an evacua- 
tion could take place within 
weeks. 

“The prime minister said he 
would not uproot Jewish settle- 
ments," Likud Party leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu told 
Israel Television' after the 
meeting. “His exact words 
were... that idea is not on the 
agenda now.' The word ‘now' 
perturbs me.” 

Opposition- groups strongly 
protested calls frpm 
cabinet ministers to evacuate 
450 Jewish settlers out of the 
town of 110,000 after a settler 
massacred dozens of “• Palesti- 
nian worshippers in a mosque 
on Feb. 25/ 

“I told him... that would 
lead to a split that would be 
impossible to bridge,” Rafael 
Eitan, the leader of the right- 
wing Tsomet Party said. 

Mr. Eitan, Mr. Netanyahu 
and other opposition leaders 
addressed a rally of 10,000 
supporters in the Kiryat Arba 
settlement, next to Hebron on 
Thursday, promising to lead 
passive resistance to any eva- 
cuation attempts. 

Despite Friday’s assurances, 
Mr. Rabin intehds on evacuat- 
ing the settlers from Hebron 
after Israel withdraws from the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho as part of the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord, 
Israel's channel two television 
reported, citing sources close 
to the prime ministerr 

That could happen soon, as 
Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid predicted an Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho within weeks. 

“The government' won’t 
have any choice but to discuss 
— and soon — the need to 
redeploy of the Jewish settle- 
ment in Hebron,” Mr. Sarid 
told Israel Television. 

• Mr. Rabin hinted that there 
were changes afoot in an inter- 
, .yjejy. published onJFriday in the 
.Davar dai^ jipwspapei;. “It's 
quite probable that with the 
unique circumstances in Heb- 
ron... we’ll have ta find diffe- 
rent arrangements, he told 
the newspaper, which is affili- 
ated with his Labour Party. 

The Hebron massacre stal- 
led Israel-PLO talks until this 
week, when both sides agreed 
to ask 160 armed observers 
from Norway, Denmark and 
Italy to patrol the city. 

Israel Television reported 
that only 60 of the observers 
would be trained policemen 
and that 100 would be adminis- 
trators. The observers will re- 
port wrongdoing to a joint 
Israeli-PaJestinian panel. 

Foreign ministry director- 
general Uri Savir told Israel 
television that all three coun- 
tries have already agreed to 
join the force, and that Nor- 
way had called a meeting next 
week in Cairo to discuss the 
force. 

The agreement on Hebron 
cleared the way to resume talks 
on the Gaza- Jericho accord. 

Mr. Sarid said that signing 
the agreement transferring 
powers to a Palestinian self- 
rule authority in the areas 
would probably not occur by 
an April 13 deadline, but soon 1 
after, implementation of the 
agreement would start before 
signing, he said, and 150 
policemen were due to arrive 
in Gaza by next week. 

"The police force will be 
much larger before the nego- 
tiations are complete," Mr. 
Sarid promised. Israel and the 
PLO have agreed on an 8,500- • 
strong police force. 
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Palestinian workers give the last touch to a bnthttng in Gaza City that wffl house the first Palestinian 
occupied Gaza Strip this week (AFP photo) . . ' 

Lebanese media in uproar over curbs 


By Samir F. Ghattas 

The Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s news 
media, long acknowledged as 
tbe freest in the Middle Bast, 
are .moving, on a. collision 
course with the government 
following an unprecedented 
news blackout. 

Prime Minister Rafik Harir-. 
i’s cabinet met in a three-hour 
session late Tuesday to discuss 

- a draft biD to organise the 
broadcast media, which since 

- last Wednesday have been for- 
bidden to air news program- 
mes and political commentar- 
ies amid a security crackdown 
against right-wing Christians. 

The half-Christian, half- 
Muslim cabinet entrusted four 
of its members with preparing 
a final draft to present to par- 
liament for ratification. In- 
formation Minister Michel _ 
Somalia said afterwards. 

He again denied the move 
amounted to muzzling public 
freedoms,, and asserted that no 
restriction would be imposed 
against Beirut’s 11 daily News- 
papers. 

'‘Freedom of expression is 
sacred as long as it doesn't 
amount to chaos, threatening' 
national peace after the civil 
war," Mr. Samaha said. He 
‘refused to provide details of 
the draft bill discussed at the 


cabinet^ session. 

The government has said the 
news suspension decision was 
warranted by a national 
emergency resulting from a 
Feb. 27 church bombing that 
killed 10 worshipers and in- 
jured 60. 

Mr. Hariri sought to .further 
allay fears that press freedom 
was In jeopardy, saying: “Free- 
doms are sacred. Lebanon’s 
democratic system is not going 
to be touched but measures 
will be takeo to curb the chaos * 
of the broadcast media." 

Tbe 'government’s asser- 
tions, however, have failed to 
silence accusations that it is 
using the church bombing as a 
pretext to crack down on the 
freedom of the press, which 
has survived the terror of the 
1975-90 civil war. 

“Scapegoating the media 
appears misguided,” the New 
York-based Middle East 
Watch said in a letter to Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi asking him to 
rescind the ban. 

“We believe that this ban is 
a serious violation of the univer- 
. sally' recognised principle ' of * 
freedom of expression,” said 
the letter. 

The news ban covered more 
than two dozen privately own- 
ed radio and television stations 
. that sprang up without govern- 
ment licenses during the civil 
war. Only the state-run televi- 


sion and radio stations were 
exempt. _ * 

There have been media 
accusations that Mr. Hariri, a 
billi onaire who controls state 
television’s public share and 
has his own .Future Tdevuriom 
station, was trying to .mono- 
polise the broadcast media. 

Mr. Hariri dismissed the 
charges, saying he was aban- 
doning his 46 per cent share in 
Tele Liban, tire state-run tele- 
vision station. 

Even those who support the 
government were critical of its 
move against the press. 

“If a chaotic media is a 
calamity, then a unitary media 
is a catastrophe," said Deputy 
. Parliament Speaker Elie Firzli, 
a vocal supporter of freedom 
of the press. 

Mr. Firzli and representa- 
tives of the private broadcast 
media called Tuesday for a 
prompt government cancella- 
tion of trie news ban. 

Ghassan Tueini, publisher of 
Lebanon’s prestigious news- 
paper A1 Nabar, wrote that the 
government measures were re- 
nrimscent of “Nazi practices” 
and those by Hitlers prop- 
aganda chief. Joseph Goeb- 
bels. 

In a front-page commentary, 
the doyen of the Lebanese 
press warned of a Lebanese 
“Goebbels who imagines be is 
capable of even banning stage 


Pl ays. 

Under Mr. Samaha’s restric- 
tions, published by newspapers 
last week, economic news is- 
banned and only foreign ex- 
change figures can be re- 
ported. Sports events should 
be reported without comment, 
cultural programmes allowed 
only if they do not have any 
political nature. 

Political plays are banned 
from broadcast. Weather and 
traffic reports are permissible. 

About 10,000 people are 
employed by the television and 
radio stations. Many face 
layoffs if the ban continues 
because of the loss of revenues 
from prime commercial time 
during news programmes. 

Religious leaders also 
opposed the ban. __ 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein . 
Fadlallah, a Shiite spiritual* 
leader, said he fears newspap- 
ers could be targeted next “so 
that Lebanon will become like 
any other Arab countxy with 
no colour, no taste apd no 
smell except his . excellency’s, 
and his majesty.” ' /* 

’ Patriarch msrallaK Sfeir , 
spiritual leader of the one mil- 
lion Maronite Catholics, said 
he was worried the "temporary 
measures could become 
permanent.” 

"If this happens then Leba- 
non is finished and it should be 
written off." 


Palestinian artists bound by own demands 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Ga; 

Strip (AP) — For PaJestiab 


Gaza 
lestinian 
artists, it was inevitable that 
the first movie premiered here 
in recent memory would deal 
with Gaza under occupation. 

As Israeli jeeps burst across 
tbe screen, the audience back- 
ed up the soundtrack with the 
echoing whistles used through- 
out the occupied territories to 


wain of soldiers approaching. 

Those watching "Curfew," 
which premiered last winter in 
tbe territories and Israel, 
wanted their art that way — a 
reflection of reality. But for 
Palestinian painters, writers 
and movie makers, realism is 
becoming an artistic burden. 

The artists, ignored unless 
they pay homage to Palestinian 
causes, find that occupation 
themes stamp their work with 
an unremitting sameness. They 
are especially eager for peace, 
hoping it will' Liberate them 
from the obligations of politic- 
al correctness, but fear tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) will not let that ^ 
happen. 

“A painting without a refer- 
ence to Jerusalem, a painting 
without a Palestinian flag. 


without any symbol of the 
cause, would be rejected as not 
Palestinian art," said painter 
Fayez Sirsawi. “People want 
art to reflect their daily lives. 
Otherwise they don’t under- 
stand it." 

In addition to politics, Mus- 
lim artists must deal with reli- 
gious codes that declare repre- 
sentations of the h uman figure 
to be shameful because only 
God can create man. Some- 
times when the two issues seem 
at odds, politics wins. 

Artists in Gaza tell of a 
religious leader connected to 
the fundamentalist Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement, Hamas, 
who visited an exhibition of 
work bv art students. He was 


Hy incensed by sculpted 
abstract human figures. 

After the artist explained 
that the figures represented 
youths pelting Israeli soldiers 
with stones, the cleric gave it 
his blessing. 

"The themes of the struggle 
have dominated our cultural 
life for tbe past 50 years or so. 
maybe to the point of total 
preoccupation, to the point of 
obsession,” said Eyad Sarraj, a 
psychologist. 


“It has stunted creativity and 
smothered freedom of express- 
ion. It has made art culture run 
in drdes. There isn't the cour- 
age to challenge the taboos.” 

Tbe uprising against occupa- 
tion that begap in December 
1987 has put especially tight 
reins on artists. In the begin- 
ning, they were among the few 
able to create symbols that 
would get past the Israeli au- 
thorities. As the uprising con- 
tinned, a community possessed 
by solidarity and mourning was 
in no mood for expressions of 
personal freedom or any form 
of joy. 

But change may be on the 
way; Palestinians are begin- 
ning to find the old themes 
dull. Teachers of children's art 
classes say the youngsters, are 
using more colours nh at the 
sun is getting bigger while the 
Palestinian flags shrink. 

‘‘Curfew,” director 
Rashid Masharawi, a Gazan, 
depicts the deadening effect of 
having to stay inside day after 
day with nothing to do. Palesti- 
nians enjoy seeing their lives 
depicted, but find the movie 
monotonous. 


Risky art, especially poetry, 
does have an audience. 

Well-known poet Mahmoud 
Darwish, who resigned from 
tbe PLO Executive Committee 
to protest the autonomy agree-; 
ment with Israel, wrote a long 
work laced wifh sarcasm about 
Palestinian leaders handing 
over their people’s birthright 
to Israel. 

“I will give them everything 
they want or don’t want inf 
order to have peace," says the 
poem, which predicts the jails 
will fill with opponents of a 
government run by the PLO. 

Palestinians say voices such 
as Mr. Darwish's are rare be- 
cause the conditions of occupa- 
tion deter art. Artists subsist 
largely on handouts from poli- 
tjcal parties, which further 
limits them. Parents want their 
children to be doctors or en- 
gineers, not painters or musi- 
cians. 

"Only when individual free- 
dom is guaranteed can we ex- 
Pe« a real change ” Mr. Sarraj : 
^ s difficult to imagine ■ 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17-JQ Lc Monde Est A Vans 

lfcM News in French 

1*15 F>« Pus River 

19J0 New* m Hebrew 

...News in Arabic 

3te30 You-Bci Your Life 

21:15 African Nations* Cup match 

IM® News in 1 

22M 

Second bait of tbe African Nations' 
Cup Match 

23HW Island Son 

AM® The Upper Hands 

PRAYER TIMES 

OfcW Fajr 

06:18 (Sunrise) Duhs 

12t39 Dhohr 

I&12 'Asr 

ItS# Maghreb 
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CHURCHES 

Sc. Mary of Nazareth Charch Swdfleh, 
Tei. 810740 

A iauabl l es at God Church, Tel. 
63278S. 

SL Joseph Chardh Tel. 624590. 
Charch of the Aimnnclitkai Tel.* 

637440. 


De la Sale Charch Td. 661757 
Tcmmnda Church Tel: 622366 
Charch of the A niwndathi n Td. 
623541. 

Ahgfleaa Ouwch Td. 630851. Td. 
628S43. 

A jiiujuIh Catholic Chard) Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Td. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman 1 h*«mHwi.i pwa Td. 
652526. 

Evan&dha! Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

Gtrmw) ipnaHng Ewapfal Con* 
Kregadoa Td. 684195 
Tbe Latter-Oar Safaris Td. 654932 
Church of Naxarenc Td.675691. 

The EvahteBcd load Church la Am- 

TO? 81129S 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Temp er at u re s will rise and winds 
win be southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds wflj be northerly moder- 
ate and seas Calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman - 7/21 

Aqaba 11/38 

Deserts 6 123 . 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Jordan VaDey 12/2/ 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 16, Aqaba 24 Humidity readings: 
Amman 51 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Bassim Qadduna 648633 

Dr.YooscfFaqih 756988 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwad 846070 

Dr.FaUtriTaycfa 885880 

Fins pharmacy — 

Fcrdows pharmacy - 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy — •••«*■■ "7055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 023672 

AlSdam pharmacy. ®6730 

Yacoub pureiacy 644945. 

S hm c aa gi pharmacy — — °5766 P . 

Nahouih pfatrmacy . 

Najib pharmacy — — — ..... 847632 

KBUh . 

Dr, Ahmad Qaau - - H 

Alquds pharmacy - - (—■) •' 

Drffomda Shahm ^71° 


Khahfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department ...... 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Resale. 63034] 

Gvil Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

. Bkmd Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pad*: Security Department 630321 

' Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewer age 

Complaints 897467 

' A mm a n Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assista n ce ) 121 

Overseas Cifls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaKTctepbane Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio JonJan ....................... 774! 11 

Water Anthority ....... 680100 

Jordan Ekenkity Authority 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*53200 


Qoccn Alii IrrtL Airport...... 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre . — 813813/32 
KhaHdi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Ak3cti Maternity , J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity- 642362 

MaIhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmritam 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — — 845845 

Al-MtUShcr Hospital 66722719 

The (dunk. AbdaU 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Mohajrccs 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashnrikh 775111/26 

Army, Maria 89161 VIS 

Queen Aha Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Ann! Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

ZarqaGcwt. Honrital ...... 

Zanp National Hospital ». 

Ibn Ska Hospital (( 

AJHitam Modem Hospital 

RNh 

Princess Buna Hospital 
CreekCUttSeHomkal 
ibn A! Nriees Hocpid (02)047100 

AQABA; 

Princes Haya Hospital (03)314111 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Thar information is MBppticd by Roytl 
Jordanian (RJ) iofornatioa depart- 
toon al the Queen ASa latemaOccal 
Airport Td. (0B)S3200S. where it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 


at is 


Bangkok^ 


.............. Aqaba ( 

*WS ...... Damascus (Rj) 

IOM JWdihC 

10;15 Larnaca(C 


Mt25 Dubai, Abo Dhabi (W) 

Beirut (RJ) 


11; 



19M ......... Brussels, Damascus i 

17)45 — New York. Amsterdam I 

1705 Cairo | 

ItS ..™ — ....... Paris. Bnascbj 

1&55 London | 

Ifc* r ~~. ...... Madrid, Geneva ( 

1W5 Athens I 

2040 — — Frankfort i RJ) 

2fcSI — Vienna (RJ) 

21M L Rome | 

Z3-J4 .... 

'-MbM 

«fcl* 


Madrid (add) 4 

Aqaba ( 

Vienna (add) | 


Plight* (Terminal 2) 

SfS Abn D1 »W. Bahrain <GF) 

Moscow(SU), 

4™ «Y) 

Cairo (MS) . 

* 1JS -- Amsterdam (KL) 

DKMRTVUB 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 

(Terminal 1) 

^** drid (add) f RJ) 

8fc35 

11:58 Z~~ 

5j§S 'fS'CtaBlaneaCR}) 

jSJ — - Madrid (add) (RJ) 

— 

2i:oe AjjjMW) 

. TvSdh I 

*s4s 

22i30 — New Delhi f RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

S3 ^W«^D8tafRj{ 

Sb BMppoie. litany (Rj) 

23*5 ~ Ba 5fkok(Rj) 

Oth« 
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HIMZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Amm an 8,-OOa.m.creiy Monday 

fe S"”” S®pjn. every Moods} 

Dg-Damraa 7Jda.ro. eretySmufay 

Are. Amman 5K»pjn. may Sunday 

market prices 

Uppcr/hnar price in Os per kg. 

““H" 

g^JMukaimnarj 620 

«==jg 

Srifc® 1 a**™ 

Grape Fruit 1000/800 

Lemon ^^0 

Marrow /la m.\ 140/80 

^83?) JsSnjjS 

Peas 280 / 1» 

Stepper 

Radish'" 3SW200 

Tomato . 12® 80 

Spinach 380/220 

String beam * 140/70 

* 
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^ Home News 



MEETING NORDIC OFFICIAL Prime Mitos- 
is Abdul Salam Majafi Saturday receives Per 
jtanbeck, Nordic couudl of ministers secretary 
pnerai, to discuss Middle East affairs and 
femdinavia’s assistance to Jordan. Minister of 


State for Foreign Affairs Tabd A1 Hassan (left) 
and Jordan National Bed Crescent Society Presi- 
dent Mohammad Hadld (right) attended the 
meeting (Petra photo) 




| By Natasha Bukhari 
iecia/ to the Jordan Times 

44MAN — The Ministry of 
Mice is studying the am end- 
ant of Jordan’s present pris- 
d regulations as part of a 
cjnpaign towards enforcing 
mim rights in the country, 
sjd Minister Taher Hikmat, 
Sfeurday. 

[‘Physical punishment in 
yscms as still applied in va- 
dus countries, but we are 
fn-king on excluding it from 
ur legislation,” said Mr. 
Gkmat, adding that Jordan’s 
yison regulations were 
dopted from British legisla- 
te back in 1952. According 
t the “outdated” legislation, 
pnisbment for crimes varied 
fbm physical persecution to 
h posed starvation, he said. 
Mr. Hikmat told the Jor- 
dn Hmes that the proposed 
aoenchnents have to be con- .. 
sitent with Jordan’s commit- 
rents and obligations under 
to International Covenant 
o Civil and Political Rights 
(CCPR), but that the study 
Oder way attempts to come 

S with a satisfactory formula 
t ensures commitment to- 
wads the just treatment of 
prbners without andermin- 
inghe powers of the legisla- 
tive system. 

lie campaign aiming at 
wiening public awareness on 
htuan rights included con- 
tacs between governmental 


figures and human rights 
activists. 

An Amnesty International 
(AI) delegation met with 
Minister of Interior Salameh 
Hammad to (fiscuss develop- 
ing awareness of human 
rights in Jordan by introduc- 
ing a related required subject 
into school and university 
curricula in the country. 

According to a report 
Thursday in AI Mustaqbal 
weekly on human rights in 
Jordan, Mr. Hammad re- 
sponded enthusiastically to 
suggestions made by mem- 
bers of Amnesty Internation- 
al and showed willingness to 
cooperate in holding activi- 
ties to raise public awareness 
of human rights issues. 

'The minister added that 
some Jordanian universities 
have already agreed to in- 
clude subjects on human 
•rights to* their curricula. 

Singular efforts to- raise --- 
public awareness of the im- 
portance of the issue indude 
the active participation by 
Lower House Deputy and 
human rights activist Toujan 
Faisal who has been partici- 
pating m debates and lectures 
in schools. 

Ms. Faisal lectured recent- 
ly at the Jubilee School on 
democracy in Jordan and 
urged Jordan’s youth to be 
active participants in 
decision-making in the coun- 
try’s affairs as a means to 


implement “genuine demo- 
cracy.” 

Ms. Faisal stressed that 
Jordan has to benefit from 
young people’s talents and 
dedication to realise prog- 
ress, stability, equality ami 
justice in Jordan. 

She added that she was 
“^specialty” interested in 
promoting awareness among 
the young, and that this in- 
terest has been translated 
daring her parliamentary 
election campaign in which 
she paid special attention to 
the younger generation in the 
country. 

The deputy also talked ab- 
out the role of women in 
Jordan, them to work at 
changing “the general view” 
of women’s restricted role in 
society. 

“Jordanian women have to 
respect , their and 

work (^amending fulesrand 
regulations that deprive them 
of their human rights,” said 
Ms. Faisal. 

Asma Khader, president of 
the Jordanian Women’s Un- 
ion (JWU) and a member of 
Amnesty International, was 
quoted in the same March 31 
Al Mnstaqbal report as 
saying that a Canadian (AI) 
delegation was willing to pro- 
vide training to different 
women’s organisations in the 
area of implementing human 
rights. 





Pijcess Basina visits namesake battalion 

i 

ARMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cesJ Basma Saturday attended a celebration 
orguised by Princess Basina Battalion to mark 
its 3rd anniversary. Princess Basina delivered 
an ddress in which she expressed her delight at 
havjg the chance to meet with the armed forces 
pertiujel. She also lauded the good reputation 
the irfianian Armed Forces enjoy at the Arab 
and ktdmational levels, pointing that their high 
stan Ob is prompted the U.N. to seek the help of 
Jordiuln forces in peace keeping efforts in 
various 1, parts of the world. The battalion’s 
comn^ider delivered an address welcoming 
Princes Basma. He said it was an honour for 
the baaliou to be named after her and that it 


was a source of pride for its personnel to serve 
the higher interests of the homeland as well as 
the goals of the Great Arab Revolt 

Minister announces tourism strategy study 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad Adwan said the minis- 
try has prepared a detailed study on a new 
strategy to promote internal and external tour- 
ism in Jordan. He added that the government 
will implement an integrated plan to create a 
tourism network linking Amman, Madaba, the 
Dead Sea and the Jordan Valley. The minister 
said that when the network is established, the 
ministry will market it internally and externally 
as a package, sharing historical, archaeological, 
cultural and touristic characteristics. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 



EUROPEAN FILM 
FESTIVAL 

☆ ffitish film entitled “Howard’s Bid” at 
tfc Royal Cultural Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

•Cr Ndieriands film entitled “Above The 
Mon tains” at the Royal Cultural Centre 
atteOO p.m. 

exhibitions 

% Exhibition by artist Perween Al Sarraf 
at Aba’ad Art Gallery (10:00 a.m.-8:00 
p.m.) (Tel. 819861)- 

* Inhibition by Iraqi artists HayCa Habeeb 
ad Farouk rttMun at Atia Art Gallery. 

■fy / one-day exhibition entitled “Graphics^ 
b artist Barium Mohammad at Pboenix 
Cillery for Art and Cnttnrt. 

☆ fcMMtii m entitled “Return to Natare” at 
te Royal Cultural Centre. 

^ The A mm a n -Baghdad exhibition” by 
jtist Ahmad Al Sfralkhali at the Royal 
(ultural Centre. 

* .'eraznics exhibition by artist Isam Nseirat 
t the Royal Cultural Centre. 


* Exhibition of Jordanian herbs at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

■fr Flower exhibition entitled “The Flower 
Bridge Between Jordan and Palestine” at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jab- 
al Aman (10:00 a~m. -6:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
679166) 

☆ Computer exhibition at the Amman Inter- 
national Auto Exhibition. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Ahmed Nawar at 
Ralka' Art GaUery in Fubeis (daffy from 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.) (TeL 720902).- 

FILM 

☆ Film entitled “Abe Lincoln in Bfinois” at 
die American Center al 5:00 pm. (110 
minutes). 


LECTURE 

& Lecture entitled “Arabs and Secularism” 
by Dr. Mohammad Al Adhmeh at Abdul 
Bamiwi Shoman Foundation in Jahal 
Amman at 6:00 pm 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


CONDOLENCES 

American recipients of 1993-94 J.W. Fulbright/Hays 
Awards -feel deep sorrow ova- the death of 

Jumana Jubran Esau 

Who was a good friend' and helpful colleague. May she 
epjoy eternal happiness. 
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Mother of 14 children 
killed by brother — CDD 


Ministry studies prison reform 
s part of human rights campaign 


By Rana Hnssefni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 37-yeai-old 
Jerasb woman Saturday was 
shot and killed by her inebri- 
ated brother hi Burma, a 
small town of Jerash, accord- 
ing to Gvil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) reports. 

The woman, identified as 
Layla M.A., was shot seven 
times by her brother Nawaf 
M.A., who surrendered to 
police shortly alter the kill- 
ing, a CDD official said. 

The official said the victim, 
the mother of 14 children was 
accused two years ago of 
adultery, and her husband 
divorced her. 

The woman was acquitted 
of the adulteiy charges a 
year-later and was reunited 
with her husband, the CDD 
official said. 

Later, said the official, the 
husband again divorced the 
woman, and she was obliged 
to live with her brother. 

According to the brother’s 
testimony, said the CDD offi- 
cial, the suspect (42) said that 
someone told him that his 
sister was seeing a man in 
Jerash town. 

The brother said he went 
out and got drunk, returned 
home and shot his sister. . 

According to the CDD re- 
port the woman died instant- 
ly of ballet wounds to the 
chest. 

Her body was taken to 
Jerash Military Hospital and 
was later transferred to Al 
Bashir Hospital for an auto- 
psy* 

Jerash police declined 
comment on the crime. 


Man defrauded 

In Irbid, police are sear- 
ching for three people who 
on March 31, took JD19,0Q0 
fraudulently from an Irbid 
citizen and disappeared, a 
police repon said. 

The victim, a 41 -year-old 
identified as told 

police that he met the three 
men recently, and they told 
him that they had 400 pieces 
of gold worth JD 19,000 for 
sale. 

M.H.Y. said the men 
.showed him samples of the 
gold claiming it was a small 
portion of the . , st of the 
cache which was hidden 
away. 

Chi March 31, the victim 
said, one of the three men 
came to his house and asked 
him for the JD19,000 in re- 
turn for the gold. The man 
took the money an never 
returned. 

A Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) official told the 
Jordan Times that die sus- 
pects were still at large, but 
police have good descriptions 
of them. 

The official called on 
citizens to take extra precau- 
tions when buying or selling 
gold. 

“There are similar fraud 
cases reported daily, and 
people who are interested in 
buying or selling gold must 
do so through licensed jewel- 
lery shops,” the official said. 

He said this is the only 
legal way to trade in gold, 
because jewellery shops re- 
quest a receipt for the mer- 
chandise they buy from cus- 
tomers and these shops are 
the only places that can de- 
termine the real value of the 
gold. 


Dead Sea area surveys reveal 
no commercial oil deposits — NRA 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Natural Resources Authority’s 
(NRA) recent seismological 
surveys near the Dead Sea 
revealed no commercial de- 
posits, according to Fakhri 
Daghestani, NRA director 
general. 

The NRA’s surveys were 
conducted within the region 
that was granted as a conces- 
sion to the Arab Potash Com- 
pany APC, while AMOCO 
(American Oil Company) car- 
ried out another survey in the 
south Dead Sea region, said 
Mr. Daghestani. 

AMOCO has had a lease 
since 1984 to conduct oil ex- 
ploration in the Kingdom on 
the basis of production- 
sharing, he noted. 

In addition, the NRA re- 
cently conducted surveys in the 
Lisan zone of the Dead Sea 
and drilled several wells in Ain 
Al Hamra on the Dead Sea 
shores in a search for pet- 
roleum. according to Mr. 
Daghestani. 

He said the NRA is focusing 
on the Dead Sea shores be- 


cause samples found so far 
have proved to be suitable for 
commercial use, and it is 
hoped that NRA teams would 
finally strike oil there, he 
added. 

Mr. Daghestani said the 
NRA has designed an inte- 
grated programme of explora- 
tion surveys in the Dead Sea 
region in the coming year and 
is in the process of conducting 
studies on the northern regions 
of Wadi Araba zone for future 
seismological surveys. 

So far the NRA has drilled 
75 wells around the Kingdom, 
and oil firms operating in Jor- 
dan have dug 25 others. but no 
commercial quantities have 
been discovered yet, said Mr. 
Daghestani. 

He said the NRA was en- 
couraging foreign oil firms to 
invest in exploration program- 
mes, adding that it is hoped 
that the National Jordanian Oil 
Company (NJOC), which is 
being formed, will handle part 
of the task. 

Referring to recent reports 


saying that the Dead Sea sits 
on the largest oil lake in the 
world. Dr. Daghestani said the 
NRA hopes this is true, but so 
far we have no indication to 
substantiate these reports. 

All the studies and surveys 
conducted by the oil firms and 
the NRA have proved that the 
Dead Sea has no oil deposits in 
commercial amounts, he said. 

Referring to NRA's prog- 
rammes for the next two years, 
Mr. Daghestani said that the 
authority will direct its atten- 
tion to the Risheh fields near 
the Iraqi border in order to 
locate more natural gas that 
can be used to generate electric 
power. 

At present, he said, the gas 
extracted from Risheh fields is 
used to produce 2U per cent of 
the total electric power in Jor- 
dan. 

He said he hoped that the 
two-year programme in Risheh 
would yield energy sources to 
raise to 35 per cent the rate of 
electric power produced by gas 
turbines. 


Business group urges Turkey 
to buy more Jordanian goods 


Scholars to review 
status of Jerusalem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Scholars 
representing Arab and Islamic 
countries in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and America will 
gather in Amman Monday for 
\a.thrtee-day conference to dis- 
, ( cuss the status of Jerusalem 
and the threats to it by world 
Zionism, according to Izzat 
Jaradat, the secretary general 
of the General Islamic Con- 
gress for Jerusalem (GICJ). 

The meeting, he said, coin- 
cides with the dangerous de- 
velopments in the occupied 
city where the Israeli author- 
ities continue their drive to 
Judaise the city and evict its 
Arab and Islamic civilian 
population. 

Dr. Jaradat, who is rappor- 
teur of the coming conference, 
said the delegates attending 
the meeting will include Mus- 
lim and Christian scholars from 
the Arab and Islamic nation 
who will- review research pap- 
ers on Jerusalem and discuss 
Arab and Islamic positions and 


means of defending Islamic as 
well as Christian holy places. 

According to Dr. Jaradat, 
the meeting will focus on four 
points: studies on the city's 
' importance in the international 
■ dimension; ways for highlight- 
ing the Arab and Islamic role 
in confronting Zionist prac- 
tices; ways to rally Islamic as 
well as Christian support for 
the Arab nation’s defence of 
the dty; and ways to interna- 
tionally resist Israel’s ongoing 
process of Judaising Jerusalem 
and building Jewish settle- 
ments in and around the city. 

“We want to raise world 
public attention of the need to 
defend religions rights and 
holy places in Jerusalem and 
expose Israel’s aggressive and 
illegal operations in the city," 
said Dr. Jaradat. 

Islamic and Christian dele- 
gates attending the conference 
will come from Senegal, In- 
donesia, Turkey. Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Businessmen’s Association 
(JBA) Saturday urged Turkey 
to buy more Jordanian pro- 
ducts and help adjust the ba- 
lance of trade which is current- 
ly in favour of Turkey. 

Last year Jordan imported 
neariy JD47 million worth of 
Turkish goods and exported 
only JD15 million of Jordanian 
national products to Turkish 
markets, said Hamdi Tabbaa, 
the JBA vice-chairman. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times after signing an agree- 
ment for the establishment of a 
Jordanian-Turkish business 
council, Mr. Tabbaa said the 


two-member Turkish team led 
by Sharif Akram Guvendiren 
informed him that Turkey was 
embarking on a wide-scale 
agrarian reform programme 
requiring greater amounts of 
phosphate and potash-based 
fertilisers which can be bought 
from Jordan. 

Jordan currently sells ferti- 
lisers to Turkey, but the King- 
dom wants to increase those 
sales as well as sell its northern 
neighbour other products, Mr. 
Tabbaa said. 

In September, the new coun- 
cil will meet in Istanbul when 
the JBA will urge the Turks to 
promote trade tourism and 
cultural exchanges with Jor- 
dan, according to Mr. Tabbaa. 

He said toe council, which 


groups representatives of 
Jordanian and Turkish busi- 
ness groups, will be meeting 
annually to examine achieve- 
ments, chart future plans and 
deal with problems impeding 
trade. 

Through toe joint council, 
said Mr. Tabbaa, be hoped a 
trade centre in Istanbul would 
be operated to facilitate trade. 

He added Jordan hopes to 
take part in toe Izmir Interna- 
tional Fair to help market its 
industrial products. 

For his part, Mr. Gflven- 
diren said that Jordan can ad- 
just the balance of trade with 
Turkey by selling it diverse 
products, instead of restricting 
its exports to fertilisers. 


Aqaba mayor complains of lingering pollution 


AQABA (LT.) — Aqaba dty 
is -threatened by two major 
environmental hazards, phos- 
phate dust and the stench from 
the waste water treatment 
plant, complained Aqaba 
Mayor Ibrahim Abul Tzz 
Saturday. 

Despite the recent installa- 
tion of anti-dust devices at toe 
phosphate terminal in Aqaba 
port, dust continues to fall 
periodically, causing a major 
environmental problem for the 
inhabitants and the port area, 
Mr. Abul Tzz told toe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The waste water treatment 
plant is six kilometres away 
from toe sea and located north 
of the dty, but its foul odours 
permeate toe atmosphere, and 
toe munidpality incurs a heavy 
cost of trying to improve the 


situation by spending JD30.000 
annually on certain types of 
sprays to cleanse the atmos- 
phere, said the mayor. 

He demanded that major 
firms and organisations in 
Aqaba, like toe Aqaba Pons 
Corporation, toe Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company, the 
Arab Potash Company and the 
Jordan Fertiliser Company 
make ample donations to the 
municipality to enable it to 
carry out its tasks and serve the 
estimated 63,000 residents of 
toe resort dty area. 

Mr. Abul ’Izz also deman- 
ded that the firms and orga- 
nisations help the munidpality 
establish a university in the 
Aqaba region as well as con- 
struct a large hospital. 

He said that the dty is cur- 
rently served by a small milit- 


ary hospital built in 1977. 
which can no longer meet toe 
growing health care needs of 
the rising local population. 

Referring to future program- 
mes. the mayor said the muni- 
cipal council has now decided 
to build a large shopping cen- 
tre in 1994 to earn income that 
would help finance services. ’ 

The mayor said toe Aqaba 
municipality was working 
diligently to ensure its solvency 
and that the JD1.25 million 
budget would be suffident to 
conduct munidpal projects and 
services. 

Meanwhile, a local firm set 
up to package rice that arrives 
in bulk at the port Saturday 
reported severe losses, which it 
attributed ro the continuing 
siege on toe port dty. 



NCE UPON A TIME THERE 


WAS A MAN WHO CAME FROM 


THE PEOPLE IN ROME.” 



SO HE 


HAT 


S* MARCO POLO 



HEADED WEST , AND IN JORDAN 


TOOK A REST, WHERE PEOPLE DESERVED 


WAS HIS NAME, HE SAILED, 



AND 


THE BEST. ANGELO 


SAILED TO THE END OF THE WORLD, 


UNTIL HE REACHED A PLACE CALLED 



VILLA 



HE MET, IN HIS 


HE SLEPT, ALL HIS 


CHINA 



HE LIKED IT THERE, 


AND FOUND IT RARE, THAT PEOPLE DID 


WHAT OTHERS DIDNT DARE . IN STICKS 


THEY ATE 



LONG THINGS THIN 


AS HAIR, "OOOH HE THOUGHT, I MUST 


TAKE THIS BACK HOME , TO SHOW TO 


JOURNEY SECRETS HE CONFESSED, 


ANGELO WAS IMPRESSED. 


SPAGHETTI flPflT WAS NAMED , 


AND IN ROME IT WAS FAMED, 


BUT WITH ANGELO THE SECRET 


RECIPE REMAINED . . 


NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 
JABAL'AMMAN, TEL. 638212 


i=W1LLA^= 

D’ANGELO 
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Pressure with no name 

THERE IS no doubt that Jordan is being subjected 
to tremendous pressures from regional and big 
powers to fall into line with new arrangements in 
the Middle East, especially a full peace based on the 
dictates of Israel. That pressure is being manifested 
in many ways. In one, Israel wants Jordan to sign a 
peace treaty without settling the thorny issues of 
land, water and refugees. Unless our borders with 
Israel and Palestine are demarcated and fixed there 
cannot be progress; and unless the issues of water 
and refugees are solved to the satisfaction of all 
parties no peace treaty can stand the test of time. 
Palestinian refugees in Jordan, who number no less 
than 30 per cent of the population, will turn into a 
destabilising factor to the country’s security nnfess 
and antfl their plight is solved once and for all. 

As far as water is concerned, Jordan’s popula- 
tion, which is growing at about three per cent 
annually, is already running short of it but due 
mainly to the uneven sharing of the water resources 
with Israel. 

In another way, the U.S., which seems to be aD 
the time going along with whatever policies Israel 
advocates, is putting pressure on Jordan on at least 
two fronts. The first is the naval blockade against 
Aqaba, and the second is in the realm of Jordan- 
Arab relations. On the first count, Jordan can only 
see the blockade as a p unishment for Jordan’s 
position daring the Gulf crisis. Since only Aqaba- 
bound traffic in the whole of the Near East and the 
East Mediterranean region is bring checked, the 
U-S. cannot continue to claim that it is merely 
enforcing the regime of sanctions imposed by the 
U.N. Security Council against Iraq. Jordan is right 
to ask whether the same is being applied to goods 
destined to Iraq through Syria, Turkey or Iran. The 
blockade against Aqaba can only be interpreted as a 
cruel tool of pressure on Jordan mandated by Israel 
and implemented, with arrogance, by the U.S. and 
its erstwhile allies in the Gulf war. 

On the Arab front, Jordan cannot understand 
why It is bring boycotted by other Arab states in the 
region, especially Saudi Arabia. Jordan has proven 
it had nothing to do with Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 
Its position on foreign intervention in the crisis has 
been vind i ca t ed. Some Arab members of the 30- 
nation U.S.-led coalition that fought against Iraq 
are admitting that the whole treatment of the 
conflict was a sham. Perhaps because the Saudi 
leadership knows very well that the Saudi people 
themselves were against foreign intervention, Kh»g 
Fahd has decided not to “forgive” Jordan for 
pointing to that since the very b eginning of the 
crisis. 

The prime minister. Dr. Abdul Salam MqjaK, 
said recently that the West was not contributing as 
much' as it could to Jordan’s attempts to mend 
fences with the Saudis. 

Well, if the U.S. truly cannot help that cause, 
Washington can at least show goodwill by lifting the 
Aqaba siege right away. Good intentions by the 
Americans, translated into a practical gesture this 
tune, will not only help boost U.S. s tanding among 
Jor danians . It will also serve America’s best in- 
terests in the region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in A! Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday said that the 
United States has failed to impose its will on North Korea 
because of the firm stand of the Korean leaders who reject any 
external hegemony. The South Koreans have also refused to 
play into the hands of the United States and impose a blockade ■ 
on their northern neighbour, said Tareq Masarweh. This 
ought to give a good lesson to the Arab countries which still 
unpose sanctions on Iraq and help the United States maintain 
a blockade on Aqaba. Libya and Sudan, he said. The South 
Koreans refused to cause harm to their kinsmen in the north 
and fall into the American trap while the Arabs continue to 
serve U.S. interest by maintaining their siege on the Iraqi 
people, added the writer. The South Koreans have played a 
significant role in backing theiT brothers in the North and thus 
foiled the American plot while the Arabs in our region are still 
helping the Americans against their Iraqi brothers and sisters, 
he added. At the same time, said the writer. South Korea 
saved itself from any controntation with the North and saved 
its funds, which the Americans had wanted spent on purchas- 
ing American weapons. 

IT IS not enough for the Secretary of the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee to laud Jordan's position and policies in the Middle 
East and to decry the siege on Aqaba because such stand 
cannot solve the problem for the Kingdom, said ai Dustour 
daily Saturday. These statements merely recognise the 
hardships encountered by Jorean and the harm done to its 
national economy, but do not end the U.S.-led siege on the 
country's port, added the paper. The nice words of solidarity 
said the dally should be followed by action that would show 
real respect for the Kingdom’s sovereignty and end the 
pressure on its people and leadership, said the paper. The 
paper said that as the country continues to work for genuine 
peace and as it has proved to be abdiding by the U.N.-imposed 
sanctions on Iraq, it hopes to see an end to the siege that 
encoraches on its sovereignty and harms its economy. It said 
that Jordan can only be part of the peace, process if its rights 
are respected and its national interests safeguarded. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr, Faked Fanek 


Agriculture — from provider to dependent 


AGRICULTURE IS one of the oldest productive activities in 
the world, if not the oldest. It maintained its position as an 
absolute necessity, that modem and backward societies alike 
cannot live without, even through its relative importance in 
the composition of the gross domestic product (GDP) of all 
countries declined, following the emergance of other produc- 
tive sectors, such as industry and services. These two relatively 
new productive sectors did not replace agriculture as a food 
provider. They only improved its efficiency and enhanced its 
productivity. Thanks to industry and services, feeding a people 
no longer requires more than a small percentage of its labour 
force to be devoted to agriculture. 

At one time, agriculture in Jordan was crucial in a society of 
primitive self-sufficiency. The standard of living of the 
population depended largely on the rainfall and its distribu- 
tion. Famine during bad seasons was not unusual. Trade and 
business prospered in good years. At that time, agriculture 
used to engage around half of the entire labour force. It 
accommodated most of the population, albeit at subsistence 
level. 

Although the contribution of agriculture to Jordan’s GDP 
declined from 25 per cent in the early sixties to 7 per cent in 
the early nineties, the volume and value of the agricultural 
output increased, despite the substantial reduction in the areas 
available for agriculture. Seven per cent of the GDP in 1993 is 
much bigger than 25 per cent of the GDP in 1963. 

What I am after, at this juncture, is to argue that the official 
agricultural policy, which claims to be supportive to farmers, 
has in fact suppressed agriculture and. to a large extent, 
converted it from a productive sector on which people depend 
for their living to a kind of economic parasite which depends 
on subsidies. Agriculture, whidi used to contribute to the 
national economy, became a burden on the economy. 

Those official agricultural policies are represented by 
providing the fanners with agricultural inputs at less than the 
economic cost, including irrigation water, seeds, fertilisers, 
cheep financing and repeated calls for writing off interest if not 
the original prinapal of debt which killed the Jordan Coopera- 


“AI1 that is required from the govern- 
ment is a policy of hands-off regarding 
agriculture, and leaving agricultural un- 
its and cooperative institutions to oper- 
ate freely in t he market,,.” 

tive Organisation (JCO), crippled the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC) and prevented recycling of funds. Official 
agricultural policy can also be seen in the form of buying crops 
and surpluses of products from fanners at prices higher than 
the market and underwriting the losses of bad weather as a 
government responsibility. In effect, agriculture became a 
feeble creature which cannot stand up on its own, or walk on 
its feet. It has to be carried all the time on the back of the 
government. 

When the central government of Lebanon collapsed and all 
but disappeared during the 15 odd years of civfl strife, all the 
sectors of the Lebanese economy suffered and declined 
considerably, except agriculture, which grew and prospered, 
and was able not only to feed the Lebanese people, but also to 
export huge amounts of fruits and vegetables, something 
Lebanon never experienced before. 

The lesson is obvious: a government is essential for 
everything except agriculture. AH that is required from the 
government is a policy of hands-off regarding agriculture, and 
leaving agricultural units and cooperative institutions to 
operate freely in the market and adjust their behaviour in 
accordance with the signals of the market, instead of the 
directives of the ministry, the Cooperative Organisation, the 
Jordan Valley Authority, or other heavy-handed governmen- 
tal departments. 

Agriculture is better off without an official agricultural 
policy or governmental subsidies, which crippled this vital 
sector and almost made agriculture an economic liability on 
the state and the economy. 
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Rebuilding the empire 

As Russia gets the job of peacekeeping in the ‘near 
abroad’, the U.S. tries to keep Moscow’s influence in check 


By Andrew Kateli 

The Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
Kremlin, feeling its security 
threatened, sends its army into 
three countries. 

Hungary in 1956, Czechoslo- 
vakia in 196S and Afghanistan 
in 1979? 

No. Tajikistan. Moldova 
and Georgia, all in 1994. 

Russia is staking out its 
“near abroad" — the rest of 
the former Soviet Union — as 
vital to its security, and in the 
process has created a quandary 
for the Clinton administration: 
how to respect Russia's legiti- 
mate interests a,nd support 
President Boris Yeltsin while 
respecting the independence of 
other former Soviet republics 
and their attempts to escape 
Moscow's control. 

Caught in the middle is the 
United Nations, which is short 
of soldiers to keep the peace in 
various hotspots and wants re- 
gional organisations to bear 
more of the load. 

It may be only a marter of 
time before Russian soldiers 
are wearing blue U.N. 
peacekeepers’ helmets in the 
"near abroad." In former 
Yugoslavia, about 1,200 
already are becoming comfort- 
able in U.N. blue. 

But Russian forces in other 
former Soviet republics have 
been accused of taking sides in 
ethnic and territorial conflicts. 
President Bill Clinton and 
other Western leaders worry 
that, feeling the pressure of 
ultranationalists. Moscow may 
be trying to rebuild the Rus- 
sian empire, claiming special 
rights in its region as the Un- 
ited Stales did with the Mon- 
roe Doctrine. 

To allay the fears. Russian 
politicians and diplomats take 
great pains to depict their 
country as a responsible world 
citizen. 

Reviewing ethnic conflicts 
among Russia's neighbour's. 
Foreign Minister Andrei 


Kozyrev told the U.N. General 
Assembly in September: 
“These problems are too se- 
rious and tragic to speculate 
about ‘neo-imperial’ plans of 
Russia, diplomatic 'rivalry' or 
die search for new spheres of 
influence." 

With instability at Russia’s 
doorstep, he said on another 
occasion, “we cannot afford to 
do nothing." 

Russian diplomats at the 
United Nations say the West's 
fears are largely “old dunking” 
left over from the Soviet years. 

They contend that Russian 
troops go only where and when 
invited, respect the sovereignty 
of host countries and direct 
military operations towards 
achieving political settlements. 


to maintain the 16 U.N. 
peacekeeping missions now in 
operation. They also have 
been reluctant to conclude that 
the ethnic and territorial con- 
flicts plaguing the former 
Soviet Union threaten interna- 
tional peace and security, a 
prerequisite for sending U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

In early March, the United 
States supported Georgian 
- leader Eduard Shevardnadze's 
request to the Security Council 
for U.N. peacekeepers in the 
separatist Abkhazia region. 

To keep Russia’s influence 
. in check, Mr. Clinton insisted 
that the U.N. force be multina- 
tional. The United States also 
said it would withdraw its sup- 
port unless progress was made 


“Russian intervention has shown (Mos- 
cow) is not capable of being a neutral 
force in the region.* .Its goal is more to 
further its own interests rather than to 
bring about resolutions to the conflict (In 
the former Soviet republics),” a Har- 
vard researcher. 


Russia has legitimate security 
interests in the “near abroad," 
they say, such as protecting the 
25 million Russians living 
there, preventing wars from 
spalling into Russia and stem- 
ming the drug traffic. 

A more subtle motive may 
be to give the now- 
impoverished Russian military, 
humiliated by withdrawals 
from Eastern Europe and the 
Baltics, something to do. 

While other countries recog- 
nise some of its goals as legiti- 
mate. Russia also is getting the 
job of peacekeeping in such 
places as Tajikistan, Moldova 
and Georgia by default. No 
one else wants the job. 

Other countries have diffi- 
culty supplying enough troops 


in peace talks with the Abkha- 
zians. The talks stalled and the 
peacekeeping request has been 
shelved. 

On March 11. Tajikistan 
asked the Council to put blue 
helmets on its own soldiers and 
others from Russia. Kazakh- 
stan. Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekis- 
tan who patrol the Tajkik- 
Afghan border to keep out 
Afghan militants and drugs. 
The Security Council has not 
acted. 

Russia seeks U.N. endorse- 
ment of its peacekeeping large- 
ly for the financial and technic- 
al support, prestige and legi- 
timacy that come with it. 

"France, the United King- 
dom we very proud of what 
they are doing in Bosnia, for 
example. Why shouldn't we be 


proud of what we are doing in 
the near abroad?” a senior 
Russian diplomat said, on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Ed Luck, president of the 
U.N. Association of the Un- 
ited States, said the Russians 
want the “good housekeeping 
seal of approval" so they can 
display a “sense of still being a 
great power” without having 
their motives questioned. 

Fiona Hill, a Harvard spe- 
cialist on ethnic conflict in the 
former Soviet Union, said Rus- 
sia may have trouble meeting 
U.N. standards of strict impar- 
tiality in peacekeeping. 

“Russian intervention has 
shown it’s not capable of being 
a neutral force in the region," 
she said. “Its goal is more to 
further its own interests rather 
than bring about resolution to 
the conflict.” 

Ms. Hill cited Russia's sup- 
port of Georgian forces In 
Abkhazia, of Russian separat- 
ists in Moldova and of the 
Tajik government against pro- 
Islamic forces and insurgents 
from Afghanistan. 

Even the most common Rus- 
sian term for what the Kremlin 
is doing in the “near abroad" 

— Mirotvorcheskaya Missiya 

— is best translated as “peace- 
making mission.” not 
peacekeeping. That is an im- 
portant distinction in U.N. di- 
plomacy because it implies the 
use of force, not merely the 
passive monitoring of a cease- 
fire. 

The Russian diplomat coun- 
tered that the peacekeepers 
are separate from regular Rus- 
sian troops stationed in those 
countries. 

He acknowledged, however, 
that they have more robust 
rules of engagement than U N 
peacekeepers. The diplomat 
noted, for example, that 
“peace enforcement units’’ in 
Georgia’s South Ossetia 
where residents are trving to 
unite with Ossetians in Russia 
were authorised to shoot ceas^ 
efire violators. 
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ANC unsure 
moral high ground 


j 


By Anton Ferreira 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — As the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) gets nearer to the re- 
sponsibilities of power, its 
stand on South Africa s moral 
high ground has come under 
doser scrutiny. 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la’s 27 years in jail gave him a 
virtually untouchable aura as 
the country’s leading states- 
man. 

But he has faced uncharac- 
teristically tough questioning 
over his endorsement of a state 
of emergency proclaimed on 
Thursday in blood-soaked Nat- 
al and Kwazulu, where politic- 
al violence is threatening to 
disrupt this month’s all-race 
election. 

The east coast province and 
the Zulu territory within it are 
foe home ground of Mr. Man- 
dela’s main blade opponents, 
who are promoting a boycott 
of the vote expected to make 
him South Africa’s first black 
president. 

The state of emergency re- 
duces foe legal rights of sus- 
pects and increases the powers 
of police and troops. 

It is the first time Mr. Man- 
dela and his African National 
Congress have thrown their 
weight behind the sort of 
strong-arm law enforcement 
used against them for decades 
by the apartheid state. 

The emergency measure was 
endorsed in advance, by all 
parties, including the ANC, on 
South Africa’s transitional ex- 
ecutive council — the weight- 
iest decision foe council has 
taken. 

At a news conference on 
Thursday. Mr. Mandela was 
asked if it was a precedent for 
the way a future ANC govern- 
ment would treat political 
opponents. 

Mr. Mandela snapped back 
that he did not have time to 
deal with “esoteric” questions 
because- he was engaged in 
concrete efforts to bring peace. 

He was similarly abrupt 
when asked about his refusal to 
allow police into ANC head- 
quarters to investigate tbe killing 
of eight demonstrators by 
ANC security guards. 

Asked if his law and order 
minister would allow political 
opponents to set conditions for 
police probes into criminal 
activity, be said: 

“Let’s face that when we are 
the government, I am entitled 
to negotiate with law and order 
officials. " 

The police attempt to enter 
the ANC headquarters, known 
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Right step towards 
human rights 

To the Editor: 

r 

In a publication released last week. Amnesty Intematinal 
expressed concern about the deportation from Jordan, duing 
the course of 1993, of some refugees said to have been foribty 
returned to their country of origin. Amnesty IntemaDnal 
indicates that such measures are in contradiction with the pint 
of the Jordanian Constitution whidi provides that pesons 
seeking asylum for political reasons should not be extracted. 

While this is certainly correct, one may also underEa> that 
such a measure is also in violation of the interoafanally 
recognised principle of non refoulement (no forcible turn). 
This principle provides that none should be forced to rtrin to 
a country in which his life or freedom would be end£ered 
because of “race, nationality, membership in a pa icular 
social group or political opinion.” F 

This principle which is foe core of asylum and of , fugee 

S 1 ** 1 '* 100155 in « v eral intern aoS 
mstruments and declarations, such as foe 1951 con' ntion 
rotating to foe status of refugee (Art. 33) foe m of 

A&ran Unity (OAU) Convention governing 
aspects of refugee problems in Africa (Art. 11), foe C iven- 

“ her C ™' Inhnman or Dej dtn. 
Treatment or Punishment (Art. 3), as well as in the E> -laraT 
tion on Territorial Asylum (Alt 3) lara 

5 fij partyorriot ^ 

retafing to refugee status that l ? 51 f°” vc ion 

Given the generally positive attimlu rat ed ' 

Jordan towards refugees and ^“ t,tude demon strate by 
accession to foe m^Stio^d^ ° f 0r 
step- It could even be^Sl^ to . ^ a ^ 
large, Jordan is already imnlemlL^ forma l«ty since, b and 
contained in fo S^SSS^TSSh ° f ** pn * ons ’ 
advantage of underlining foe hav{ 

foe granting 0 f asylum It natu = of 

mistakes such as thc*e reoorte^hv a ^ ensure tgic 

nmrepeated. rep0rted Internatiom Se 


Samer Haddadii 
Amman, 

_ IettCrs *"d oontrih 

t0 teckle. U 

Preferably ^ 

**P°n request and Un dw 03/3 

subject to editing. 7 ffLESl ^msta/ice 
relura of unused ,s ** respc 




as Shell House, arose from aj 
march through central Johan- j 
nesburg on Monday by foe, 
mainly Zulu Inkatha Freedom 

P TnC guards at shell bona] 
opened fire to block what thmj 
said was an attempt to store.? 
the building, . ' 

Mr. Mandela said a police 
general had asked if his mej 
could conduct ballistics tests 
Shell House but he had repjid$ 
they could do so only after the, 
had acted against Inkatha 
general bad agreed, Mr. Ma-f^. 

dels said. >. 

The ANC. after 80 years a , 
opposition, is expected to wr '*7/ 
South Africa's first all-ra* > 
elections at the end of te L 
month with up to two-fomlsJf ^ - 
the vote. 

Mr. Mandela said the sue 
of emergency, a measure ofco 
used by apartheid govennnfo 
of foe past, was intended oly 
to ensure that the poll wold 
be held amid "relative pea*" 
in Natal, scene of some of ne 
worst ANC-Inkatha fightig. 

Inkatha leader Maneosihu 
Buthelez), who is chief miis- 
ter of Kwqzulu, and his foUw- 
ers are boycotting foe plls, 
insisting on guarantees for 
greater setf-determinationn a' 
new South Africa. 

Authorities fear attemp to 
impede free campaigningand 
voting in Natal-Kwazulu. 

The Human Rights Cormis- 
sion (HRC), some of nose 
senior members also belog to 
the ANC. was among cries of 
the decision to impos an 
emergency. 

“It immediately meanipeo- 
ple’s rights are going 1 be 
denied,” an HRC spoktnan 
said. I 

The ANC has also beenciti- 
rised for including in its Is of 
election candidates people . te 
Mr. Mandela’s estranged \ fe 
Winnie, who has been ( n- 
victed of kidnapping; and 1< ti- 
ers of Allied Black Homelads 
accused of corruption. . 

“South African poli 3I 
commentators have a trad on 
of being too kind to foe p iti- 
ctans and tend to report at ice 
value their rhetoric and p m- 
ises,” said political sew tist 
Robert Schrire of the 'Univjrsf- 
ty of Cape Town, critidsi^ all 
of foe country’s leading paties 
including the ruling Nat nal 
Party. 

“The ANC has not all< ved 
principles to stand in foeway ‘ 
of power. How else carione 
explain the decision to 
ate with some of foe 
autocratic potentates fnA the 
collapsing Bamustan Home- 
land) system.” 
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NHF helps women help themselves 

Special to tbe Iordan Tunes todyM, directly and 

indirectly, from the project's 
schemes, which include home 
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AMMAN — Almost a decade 
after it was established in 1985 

K® ir j Foundation 
(NHF) has developed into a 
national institution whose de- 
velopment projects have 
reached all regions of the 
Kingdom. 

With a development philoso- 
phy that emphasises long-term. 


gardens, fruit orchards, goat 
and cow raising, fish ponds, 
fricot knitting and sewing. 
Women clubs are also estab- 
lished to encourage, train and 
support women to become 
more involved in p lannin g and 
evaluating their own deve' 
ment effc 
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. underprivilegea mem- 
ber or soaety more than the 
traditional one time aid that 
addresses an urgent need at a 
given time. 

The foundation's objective 
has been to provide these peo- 
ple with a stable income 
through equipping them with 
the necessary skills to take up a 
profession or financing small- 
scale economic schemes that 
♦tap the local resources of com- 
munities. 


Through the Quality of Life 
Project that was launched in 
1989, the foundation has aimed 
at training and supporting peo- 
ple to become ■ self-reliant by 



attaining NHFs 
main objective of developing 
effective systems for integrat- 
ing the needy of the country 
into the socio-economic de- 
velopment process. 

About 25,000 people have 


efforts. Grassroot de- 
velopment councils are set up 
and communities are divided 
into clusters to identify de- 
velopment needs and institu- 
tionalise democratic participa- 
tion in decision-making. 

With rural women as its ma- 
jor target, the Women in De- 
velopment Programme laun- 
ches and institutionalises un- 
conventional income -generat- 
ing schemes based on the con- 
cepts of self-employment and 
education. The programme en- 
dows women with the skill to 
become active participants in 
their own development and 
trained income earners in their 
societies. Over 500 women and 
their families have already 
found in the unconventional 
productive schemes of the 
programme a means of alle- 
viating their economic and so- 
cial conditions. These schemes 
include medicinal herbs, bee- 
keeping and rabbit raising, 
among others. 

Like the Quality of Life Pro- 
ject, the programme has fo- 
cused on development schemes 


that can be locally maintained 
and developed while corres- 
ponding to me social and tradi- 
tional environment of the 
women who benefit from 
them. 

While helping to revive 
national handicrafts and pre- 
serve a unique aspect of Jor- 
dan’s national heritage, the 
National Handicrafts Develop- 
ment Project has become a 
success story in both economic 
and artistic achievements. 

The hand-woven rags pro- 
duced by Jordanian women in 
remote villages of the King- 
dom have impressed interna- 
tional festivals in the United 
States and Europe. These rags 
have won praise in internation- 
al exhibitions and are in de- 
mand by the most sophisti- 
cated rag customers and collec- 
tors in the world. 

On the economic level, the 
project provided a stable in- 
come for women who did not 
have to alter their style of 
living to be able to benefit 
from it. NHF gives women the 
choice between working at 
their homes or at centres which 
it set up in their villages. 

As women weave the rugs in 
accordance with styles and 
techniques developed by their 
ancestors, the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre adopts mod- 
em marketing techniques to 
promote their products. It also 
trains them on new designs 
that suit modem taste and 


meet internationally required 
q uali ties. Through this com- 
bination of traditional skills 
and modem promotion techni- 
ques, the project has estab- 
lished itself as one of the lead- 
ins national handicrafts de- 
velopment initiatives in the 
whole region. 

So has NHF been recognised 
as a leading community de- 
velopment institution in the 
Middle East: Its sustainable 
grassroot development pro 
jects have become models fol- 
lowed by other countries in the 
region; its senior staff are con- 
stantly called upon by develop- 
ment organisations in other 
countries in the region to offer 
their technical skills and exper- 
tise and help these countries 
initiate projects similar to the 
ones launched by NHF. 

By identifying the different 
development needs of the 
Kingdom, NHF has been able 
to introduce innovative and 
dynamic integrated community 
development models whose 
successes are testified to by the 
thousands of beneficiaries 
whose whole lives have 
changed since they became in- 
volved with NHF. Most fami- 
lies and women had a zero- 
income before joining NHF; 
each of them now earns JD100- 
125 monthly. A number of 
them have become successful 
businesswomen, earning about 
JD500 a month. 


Asia population growth overtaking rice output 


By Mahabnb Hossain 

MANILA — The race to avoid 
a collision between population 
growth and rice production in 
Asia goes on, amid worrying 
signs that gains of the recent 
past may be lost over the next 
few decades. 

In the past quarter-century, 
populations of countries where 
rice is a staple food grain have 
increased by an average of 70 
per cent, but this increase was 
matched by higher yields, 

♦ thanks to the spread of new 
.rice technology. Global rice 
’ production doubled, world rice 
prices fell by more than 40 per 
cent and per capita rice con- 
sumption rose by an average of 
25 per cent. 

But' while the populations of 
major rice-consuming nations 
continue to swell, growth in 
rice production has slowed dra- 
matically in the 10 countries 
that account for 85 per cent of 
global output If these treads con- 
tinue, demand for rice in many 
parts of Asia will outstrip supp- 
ly within a few years. Changes 
in diets in some industrialising 
nations, where people are eat- 
ing less rice, will not alter this 
trend. 

Alleviation of poverty is an 
additional force behind the ris- 
ing demand for rice. Millions 
of Asians and Africans still 
have rice only once a day, if at. 
all. The need for rice will be an 
estimated 70 per cent higher in 
2025 than it is today. Yields 
must more than double just to 
maintain current consumption 
levels. They must increase still 
more if malnutrition and 

^poverty in Africa and South 

• Asia are to be overcome. 


Yet complacency seems to 
be growing. In some places,’ 
attention is shifting from raising 
productivity to protecting 
natural resources. Donor agen- 
cies are allocating more of 
their limited research funds to 
projects that aim to conserve 
the natural resource base. 
Less money is directed to pro- 
jects designed to raise food 
production. Both are needed, 
in a mutually supporting 
framework. 

Policymakers in less de- 
veloped countries are also 
shifting emphasis. Many gov- 
ernments are withdrawing sub- 
sidies from fertilisers and other 
agricultural supplies. They are 
reducing investments in water- 
resource development and 
agricultural research and ex- 
tension. They are adopting 
programmes that promote crop 
diversification at the expense 
of food production. Financing 
to develop and maintain- the 
irrigation and drainage systems 
that helped spread modern 
strains of rice in the 1960s and 
1970s has fallen dramatically. 

Dedining real prices on the 
world market have added to 
the complacency about rice 
production. But world trade 
involves a mere 4 per cent of 
global output. International 
price trends do not reflect the 
shaky balance between overall 
supply and demand. For exam- 
ple, China and India consume 
55 per cent of world rice sup- 
plies. If a series of natural 
disasters forced either country 
to import just a small fraction 
of national demand, interna- 
tional rice prices would rise 
substantially. 


Growth in rice output in the 
last 30 years has been achieved 
primarily by increasing yield.. 
But yield gains appear to be 
flattening. Reversing that 
trend will not be easy. 

The equation is complicated 
by a reduction in the area of 
rice cultivation. Prime rice 
land is being lost to indus- 
trialisation and urbanisation in 
the faster- growing. Asian coun- 
tries. In the 1980s, the har- 
vested area of rice declined m 
China, Japan, Burma and the 
Philippines. 

If environmental concerns 
result in policies that remove 
marginal lands from rice pro- 
duction and hasten the shift 
from intensive to less intensive 
cropping systems, the area 
under rice cultivation will de- 
cline even faster. This will in- 
tensify pressure to raise yields 
to meet the anticipated in- 
crease in demand. 

Irrigated rice accounts for 
almost 75 per cent of the total. 
Most fanners plant high- 
yielding modern varieties, and 
output is approaching the ceil- 
ing attainable through modem 
scientific techniques- For the 
last three decades, yields in 
Japan and South Korea have 
fluctuated between 6 and 6.5 
tonnes per hectare (2.5 acres). 
Yields in China, on the main 
Indonesian island of Java and 
in Punjab and Tamil Nadu in 
India will soon reach that level. 

In the tropics, the gap be- 
tween yields and experimental 
yield potential is still large be- 
cause of such natural forces as 
floods, droughts, heavy rainfall 
and salinity. 

Most of the increase in rice 
yields in the favourable en- 


vironments of the last 25 years 
was achieved by planting gene- 
tically improved- varieties de- 
signed to respond well to che- 
mical fertiliser and agroche- 
micals. What is needed is a 
new generation plant type as 
well as cropping technology 
that relies less on inputs from 
off the farm and more on 
knowledge-based management 
to maintain the natural re- 
source while raising yields. 

Studies show that per capita 
rice consumption depends 
largely on income. Rice is a 
luxury for the world's poorest. 
They rely more on .low-cost 
foods: coarse grains and sweet 
potatoes. When their incomes 
rise, their rice consumption 
goes up. Rice becomes less, 
important only when incomes 
increase to a point where peo- 
ple can afford meat, fish, bread 
and vegetables. * 

In Asia, per capita rice con- 
sumption has declined only in 
high-and middle-income coun- 
tries, such as Japan, South 
Korea, Malaysia and Thailand. 
The income threshold at which 
higher-quality, more varied 
foods are substituted for rice 
has not yet been reached for 
China, India, Indonesia and 
Bangladesh — which account 
for 70 per cent of world rice 
consumption and dominate 
growth in demand for rice. 

The writer is bead of (he 

Social Sciences Division *t the 

International Rice Research 
Institute based to Los Banos, 
Philippines. This artkie is re- 
printed from the Hendd Tri- 


Israel, PLO agree on police 


(Continued from page 1) 

Dr. Shaath and PLO milit- 
ary officials had their own 
meeting on Saturday to pre- 
pare for the talks on Sunday,. 
PLO sources said. 

PLO sources said in Tonis 
that Mr. Arafat and Israel had 
tentatively agreed that power 
will be handed over to Palesti- 
nians in Jericho and the Gaza 
Strip by the end of the month. 

“There are only few details 
to be worked out and the final 
accord is expected to be ready 
for signing on April 13,” said 
one of the sources. 

The sources said the PLO 
did not want to make a public 
announcement until the agree- 
ment was set, saying arrange- 
ments had foundered so many 
times during the nearly seven- 
month negotiating process it 
did not want to raise false 
expectations. 

Senior PLO officials, includ- 
ing as Arafat aide, a member 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee and a senior official, said 
Mr. Arafat had received assur- 
ances from Mr. Rabin that 
Israel would complete its with- 
drawal of troops from Jericho 
and Gaza and hand over power 
to the Palestinians by April 30. 
The sources spoke on condi- 
7 tion they not be identified 
further. 


Mr. Arafat is anxious to 
move into the two zones as 
quickly as possible and form 
his own administration. 

“He wants to build on the 
momentum created by the 
Cairo accord and hasten his 
movement into the occupied 
territories,” one of the sources 
said. “He hopes once he is 
there and among his people, 
the whole atmosphere will 
change to his benefit.” 

“If everything goes well, he 
will be in Gaza not later than 
the end of April,” the source 
said. 

PLO officials said 6,500 of 
the 8,500 police to be deployed 
in the occupied territories will 
be drawn from among former 
PLO soldiers based m Arab 
countries, with the comple- 
ment being gathered from re- 
cruits in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Mr. Arafat plans to move 
three battalions from the 
1,200-strong, Egypt-based 
Palestine Liberation Army, 
known as the Ain Jalut forces, 
the sources said, 

Jibril A1 Rejeib, an aide to 
Mr. Arafat, said Thursday an 
advance team of about 300 
men could start deploying as 
early as the weekend. The rest 
wiii follow according to a time 
table to be worked out with the 
Israelis, he said. 



Israeli sddkars chase Palestinian protesters in RamaOah (AFP) 


The United States has 
pledged to provide the police 
force with S4 million in equip- 
ment and services. 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 
fat called Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher hours af- 
ter the Cairo agreement was 
signed to request quick aid. 


They said supplies would be 
moved from American military 
bases in Germany to Egypt 
over the weekend. 

The PLO also has secured 
pledges from several other 
countries, including Norway 
and Greece, to further supply 
the force, the sources said. 


Assad receives Yeltsin message 

(Continued from page D resume, the radio commentary 
' said: 

undertake a full withdrawal 
from occupied Arab lands.” 

Commenting on a statement 
by Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres speculating prog- 
ress on the Syrian-Israeh track 
of the peace process once talks 


“Progress in talks with Syria 
and other Arab parties is con- 
ditional On Israel’s foil pullout 1 
from the Golan anti occupied 
Arab lands as well as on the 
foil implementation of Security 
Council resolutions.” 


Norway, Denmark to send units 


(Continued from page 1) 

of civilian police in the United 
Nations Protection Force in 
former Yugoslavia, and Ara- 
stcin Oeverkfl, a police chief 
from south Norway, will travel 
to Cairo to study the observers' 
mandate. 

Mr. Egeland said Johansen 
would stay on and play a key 
role in the observer force. 

Denmark, which is contri- 
buting 35 observers, also is 
sending a delegation to Cairo 
on Sunday. Thirty-five obser- 
vers will be Italian. 

Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helvcg Petersen told the 
national news agency Ritzau 
that the delegation wfll consist 
of foreign ministry and nation- 
al police board officials. 

(“Israeli Foreign Minister 


Shimon) Peres has phoned me 
and officially requested that 
Denmark contribute to the 
corps,” Mr. Petersen said. 

He said Denmark would de- 
mand reasonable security con- 
ditions for the police officers it 
expected to. send to Hebron. 

The European Union (EU) 
has welcomed the Israeli- 
Palestiman agreement on Heb- 
ron and said it was an impor- 
tant step towards peace. 

“The presidency welcomes 
the Israeli-Palestuian agree- 
ment on security arrangements 
for the city of Hebron and the 
resumption of negotiations 
fr" the application of the 
Gaza-Jericho protocol,” the 
EU said in a statement issued 
by the Greek presidency. 

Greece currently, bolds the 
HU’S rotating six-month pres- 
idency. 


Hard times, 
poor care 
blamed for 
.‘birth crisis’ 

By Julia Rubin 

77>e Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Galina 
Mouasheva has brought 
thousands of babies into the 
world in her 20 years at birth 
house No. 32, in one of Mos- 
cow's oldest neighbourhoods. 

But the newborns she’s de- 
livering these days are the 
weakest and sickest ever. So 
are their mothers. 

“The level of general 
health is noticeably worse," 
says Ms. Monasheva, who 
patrols the chilly ward in a 
white coat and cap. Bored 
young women in bathrobes 
lean against the walls, wait- 
ing. Cats wander the hallways 
m search of mice. 

“The women come in with 
various diseases and with bad 
diets," says Ms. Monasheva. 
“We have more babies bom 
anemic and underweight, and 
more birth defects.” 
Statistics nationwide back 
her up, showing a rising num- 
ber of infant illnesses and birth 
defects, such as cleft palates 
and cerebral palsy. Infant 
mortality nose 10 per cent in 
the first two-thirds of 1993 
compared to all of 1992. The 
birth rate fell 14 per cent for 
the year. 

“Russia stands on the edge 
of an abyss," Deputy Minis- 
ter of Public Health Nikolai 
Vaganov said recently. “For 
the first time in its centuries- 
old history, there is a danger 
of the nation's physical de- 
generation, of irreparable 
damage to its genetic fund." 

Health officials blame in- 
adequate health care, wide- 
spread environmental con- 
tamination, rising alcoholism 
among women and the poor 
diets and general stress that 
accompany declining living 
standards. 

“If it goes on tike this, we’ll 
lose our children," said 
Yevgeny Lilyin, a geneticist 
who beads Russia's centre for 
Rehabilitation of Congenital 
Pathology. 

Other health indicators 
reinforce the grim picture. 
Life expectancy for Russian 
men plummeted last year 
from 62 to 59 years, 13 years 
less than for American men. 



A nurse at a Moscow hospital 
Russian women's life expec- 
tancy also fell, from 73.8 
years to 73.2. 

The perception that Russia 
is being physically weakened 
and depopulated' had been 
seized on by nationalists, who 
blame an onslaught of West- 
ern decadence, defined as 
anything from stock markets 
to rock music. 

Lawmaker Yuri Vlasov, 
for instance, recently argued 
that individualism, which he 
equated with greed and self- 
ishness, was an American im- 
port “organically alien to 
Russia" and destroying Rus- 
sia's spiritual health. 

Many of the health prob- 
lems are legacies of the 
Soviet regime. But the eco- 
nomic turmoil and social 
stress brought on by the col- 
lapse of Communism have 
only aggravated the health 
woes. 

At her birth house, Ms. 
Monasheva will not give fi- 
gures for birth defects except 
to say there are now "several 
dozens” a year at birth. 
With 1*350 babies bom there 
last year, that implies an ex- 


holds a newborn (Fife photo) 
tremely high rate. 

Government figures show 
the number of babies with 
obvious deformities rose six 
per cent nationwide in the 
first eight months of 1993 
compared with all of 1992. 

The picture is particularly 
grim in the former Soviet 
republics. 

In Ukraine, doctors report 
an epidemic of child cancers, 
deformities and underweight 
births eight years after the 
Chernobyl nuclear accident. 
Experts say it is haTd to know 
how much to blame on Cher- 
nobyl and bow much on other 
ecological contamination and 
on Ukraine’s sharply 
worsened living standards. 

Murray Feshbach, a 
Georgetown University de- 
mographer, believes Rus- 
sians' health has been so sev- 
erely undermined that the 
gene pool is being damaged, 
leading to more deformities 
and inherited diseases. 

"The problem appears to 
. be beyond environmental... I 
think it’s genetic," Mr. Fesh- 
bach said. 

Many geneticists are scep- 


tical, saying it would take 
generations to change a na- 
tion's genes, and even then it 
would be difficult to pinpoint 
what caused it. 

“I don't think you could 
ever prove a connection be- 
tween environmental causes 
and genetic changes in a 
population as large and 
varied as Russia’s.” said 
Yevgeny Ginter of Russia's 
Institute on Human Gene- 
tics, who is researching the 
effects of the Chernobyl dis- 
aster. 

Irina Manuilova, who 
heads a Moscow family plan- 
ning clinic, said (he biggest 
threats to women’s health 
continue to be poor diet, 
stress and a reliance on abor- 
tion for birth control. 

At the same time that more 
babies are dying, fewer are 
being bom. 

"We've lost - our confi- 
dence. We don't know what 
anything will be like tomor- 
row, and people don’t want 
children when they’re under 
that kind of stress," said Ms. 
Manuilova. 
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Egyptian government speeds 
up privatisation programme 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has 
accelerated its long-delayed 
privatisation programme by in- 
viting the private sector to in- 
vest in and manage five more 
public companies. 

A state holding company, 
the Engineering Industries 
Company, asked investors to 
submit offers to invest in Nasr 
Automotive Manufacturing 
Company and Delta Industrial 
Company (Ideal). 

Nasr Automotive pioneered 
vehicle manufacturing in the 
Middle East in the 1960s and 
had sales of 556 million pounds 
($165 million) in 1993. It has a 
large factory in the south Cairo 
industrial suburb of Helwan. 

Ideal, one of Egypt's main 
manufacturers of refrigerators, 
washing machines, dish 
washers and steel furniture, 
had sales of 324 million pounds 
($96 million) in 1993. 

The holding company sug- 
gested several possible 
methods of investment: Buying 
up all or some of the company 
shares, buying all or part of 
their factories or using the fac- 
tories through subcontracting, 
leasing or management con- 
tracts. 

Priority would go to inves- 
tors willing to modernise the 


factories and retrain the work- 
forces, it added. 

The state's holding company 
for housing, tourism and cine- 
ma invited investors to buy a 
majority shareholding in Egyp- 
tian Vineyards Company, the 
country's sole producer of 
wines. 

Chairman Hamed Fahmi 
said the holding company was 
seeking a principal investor or 
investors “to take a controlling 
interest and direct manage- 
ment” of the company. 

The company, which owns 
its own vineyards and also pro- 
duces spirits, is profitable, he 
said. 

"A certain portion of the 
remaining shares of the com- 
pany will be sold directly to the 
employees, and the balance of 
the shares will be placed in the 
Egyptian stock market for the 
general public,” he added. 

Mr. Fahmi told the govern- 
ment newspaper A1 Ah ram 
that the holding company was 
also inviting bids for Misr Free 
Shops, die company that runs 
duty-free at airports and else- 
where. but there was no formal 
announcement of this. 

He said the holding com- 
pany was looking for investors 


willing to buy between 50 and 
60 per cent of the shares in the 
companies and the rest of the 
shares wonicree offered to the 
public at a later stage. 

The same formula will apply 
in the case of AI Ahrara Bever- 
ages Company, Egypt's only 
brewer, for which the holding 
company invited bids on Fri- 
day. 

The deadlines for offers are 
July 14 for Al Abram Bever- 
ages. July 16 for Ideal, and 
July 31 for Egyptian Vineyards 
and Nasr Automotive Manu- 
facturing. Details of the misr 
free shops invitation were not 
immediately available. 

In another aspect of the pri- 
vatisation programme. 51 pub- 
lic sector companies transfer- 
red 10 percent of their shares 
to “Owners unions” on Thurs- 
day in the first stage of a 
scheme to turn the employees 
into shareholders. 

The newspaper Al 
Gumhouriya said the shares 
transferred were worth 2.5 bil- 
lion pounds ($740 million). 

Employees in the companies 
will be able to buy the shares at 
a 20 per cent discount with 
repayment spread over periods 
up ro 10 years, government 
newspapers said. 
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Tumbling markets pose new US. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Just 
when the American economy 
seemed to have regained its 
lost power, the lights went out 
on Wall Street. 

Tumbling stock prices and 
rising bond interest rates 
threaten to disrupt a recovery 
in business and consumer con- 
fidence that has taken years to 
build up since the recession at 
the start of the l99Gs. 

The stock market, which 
stood at record highs as recent- 
ly as Jan. 31, has just recorded 
two back-to-back weeks of 
triple-digit point declines in the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
and has fallen about eight per 
cent from its peak. 

Rates on long-term U.S. 
government bonds have 
climbed above seven per cent, 
their highest level in more than 
a year, in contrast to S.7S per 
cent last fall. 

“Fear and uncertainty per- 
vade the marketplace,” said- 
Sung Won Sohn x economist at 
Norwest Corp. in Minneapolis, 
a holding company with bank 
operations extending from 


Ohio to Arizona. 

This simply doesn’t fit with 
the positive news on the pro- 
ducing and consuming eco- 
nomy that has emeiged since 
the closing months of last year. 

"No one believes that there 
is a serious problem with the 
underlying American eco- 
nomy,” President Clinton de- 
clared Thursday, just before 
the stock market closed down 
for the three-day Easter 
weekend. “It is healthy and it 
is sound.” 

So what gives with the mar- 
kets? one benign explanation is 
tihat they are merely under- 
going a ''correction,” or tem- 
porary pullback to puige ex- 
cessive enthusiasm, that would 
set the stage for a renewed 
advance. 

* To those who say the recent 
rout seems far scarier than just 
a routine retrenchment, 
analysts observe that the 
“painless pullback” isn’t possi- 
ble — that real fear is neces- 
sary for a correction to accom- 
plish what it is suppdsed to do. 

A somewhat more ominous 


view bolds that the markets 
face more persistent problems 
than that, arising from the 
Federal Reserve’s (Fed) shift 
since early February toward a 
policy of tightening credit con- 
ditions. 

For much of the 1980s and 
eeariy '90s, analysts in this 
camp point out, the stock and 
bona markets boomed even as 
•the economy struggled through 
a period of “rolling recessions” 
in various regions and indus- 
tries. 

They say a stimulative Fed 
policy was pumping large 
amounts of money and credit 
— or “liquidity,” in Wall 
Street parlance — into the 
financial system. 

Lacking places to absorb it 
in industry or in bank lending, 
this money found its way into 
securities. Banks, for example, 
tended to buy treasury bonds 
instead of lending money to, 
say, a local business with ex- 
pansion plans. 

Now, in this school of 
drought, die worry is that the 
liquidity flow is slowing, if not 


cutting off entirely- The Fed, 
citing a wish to practice pre- 
ventive medicine against infla- 
tion, has begun nudging up 
short term interest rates. 

if this happens in a setting of 
stronger demand for money on 
main street, the reasoning 
goes, the markets conld suffer 
disproportionately from even a 
relatively small change in li- 
quidity. A stronger economy 
could wind up having a direct 
negative impact on the stock 
market by attracting liquidity 
away from Wall Street. 

In any event, the forces that 
determine supply and demand 
for stocks are much more com- 
plicated than that. For one 
thing, markets have become 
more and more international- 
ised in recent years, so that any 
insular single country picture is 
likely to be incomplete at best. 

For those who like to see 
things in simpler terms, the 
recent storms in the markets 
can be viewed as nothing out of 
the ordinary. 

The only thing that makes 
them seem so intense, the 


optimists say, is the , ^f ' 
stretch of batay weatlte r tot 
preceded them. The tet 
stocks fell ewven as asiu. 

ner cent was in the summer 
Kd fall of 1990. when the 
market were faced with war in 
the Arab Gulf and a looming 

recession. . . 

Michael Price, a prominent 
mutual fond manager in Short 

Hills, NJ-. placed a bet on sm 
optimistic outcome late last, 

week, opening two of the three 
funds in his group that have 
been closed to new investors. 

The funds had stopped 
acce pting investments from all 
but existing shareholders 
almost five years ago because • 
price didn’t see good places to ■ 
put all the money that nugx 
come in. 

Now, he says, “the current 
correction in the stock market ■ 
presents us with attractive ^ 
buying opportunities for 
mutual shares and mutual- 
qualified. We are opening the 
funds in order to take advmi- 
tage of the values we see in 
equities right now.” 


Kuwait’s big debtors bow to threat 


KUWAIT (R) — Efforts to 
bury a financial scandal that 
has haunted Kuwait’s economy 
for 12 years won a boost when 
most borrowers declared re- 
payment plans by a Thursday 
midnight deadline, bankers 
said Saturday. 

Only a fraction of 9,546 indi- 
vidual and corporate debtors 
missed the deadline drawn by a 
law aimed at settling a debt 
mountain that has enfeebled a 
once-bnoyant banking system. 

“It's been an exhausting pro- 
cess,” said a banker, one of 
dozens who worked overtime 
to process debtors’ papers last 
week and during the Friday 
and Saturday banking 
weekend. 

“The registration lifts a heavy 
burden from us.” he said. 

Those who never showed up 


at banks to register now face 
the threat of bankruptcy be- 
cause their debts fall im- 
mediately due, but most are 
believed to owe small 
amounts, they said. 

The total 5.7 billion dinars 
($19 billion) in debt derives 
from the spectacular 1982 col- 
lapse of an unofficial stock 
exchange built on post-dated 
cheques and from commercial 
losses aggravated by Iraq’s 
1990-91 occupation. 

Economists say the success 
of the pr o gr amme would give a 
psychological boost to a bank- 
ing system that was once one of 
the Gulfs most thriving ; but 
which is stagnant because of 
the debts, low oil prices and 
’ worries about Iraq. 

The debtors, who have nev- 
er been publicly named but 


include some of Kuwait's rich- 
est citizens, were required by 
law to choose whether to repay 
at a discount or through long- 
term rescheduling or repay at a 
discount or through long-term 
rescheduling or some combina- 
tion of the two. 

In the event almost all went 
for so-called immediate or 
“cash” settlement, which 
offers discounts of up to 75 per 
cent and does not require re- 
payments until Sept. 6. 1995. 

The Al Shall Economic Con- 
sultancy, which has said the 
government's credibility is 
bound, up with successful im- 
plementation , commented: 

“There are encouraging signs 
that the major debtors are pro- 
ceeding with- their debt settle- 
ments.” 

It is vital the crisis is resovled 


India to tighten child labour 
laws as march starts 


NEW DELHI (R) — A senior 
official said Friday that India 
planned to tighten up its child 
labour laws but would strongly 
resist a U.S.-sponsored move 
to introduce labour-related 
clauses in the World Trade 
ation. 

v pressure group campaign- 
ing for an end to child labour 
meanwhile began a cross-coun- 
try march to publicise what it 
called an “inhuman practice." 

The employment of children 
aged under 14 is theoretically 
illegal but officials estimate 
nearly 20 million children work 
in various industries. Non-gov- 
ernment organisations put the 
figure at around 55 million. 

“Although our labour laws 
are better than most other 
countries in the world, we are 
taking a second look at our 
child labour laws with a view to 
further liberalising them,” said 
M.N. Buch, additional secret- 
ary in the labour ministiy. 

Mr. Buch said laws could be 
improved by enlarging the list 
of jobs banned for children as 
hazardous and also by provid- 
ing more facilities for em- 
ployed children. 

“The government is already 
looking into a set of proposals 
in this regard and should come 
out with a response sooner 
rather than later.” be said, 
without giving de tails . 

The South Asian Coalition 
on Child Servitude Friday be- 
gan a 5,000 kilometre march 


demanding total abolition of 
child labour in India by 2000. 

The march, to end . in Delhi 
on April 24, will pass through 
states where child labour is 
concentrated such as Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh in the south, Mahar- 
ashtra in central India and 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajas- 
than in the north. 

“Our aim is to make people 
aware of . this inhuman prac- 
tice," said organiser Kail ash 
Satyarthi. The group staged a 
2,000 kilometre march in 
February last year. 

Washington wants to put 
trade and labour conditions on 
the agenda of the new World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
which is due to absorb the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. 

A meeting of ministers from 
121 countries in Morocco this 
month, intended to celebrate 
the end of GATT negotiations, 
is expected to be dominated by 
the U.S. proposal. 

Over 80 per cent of India’s 
child workers are employed on 
farms, many as bonded labour 
.working to- repay parents’ 
debts, and" in roadside tea 
stalls. 

The remaining 20 per cent 


work in industries such as tan- 
ning, explosives, fireworks, 
match manufacturing, carpet 
weaving, doth printing and 
dyeing, all of which the gov- 
ernment has banned as danger- 
ous for children. 

India, like other developing 
nations, plans to resist the U.S. 
proposal in Morocco. It says 
cheap labour including child 
labour is the only advantage it 
has in world markets, 

India’s export-oriented in- 
dustries such as textiles and 
carpets employ a large number 
of children. 

The G-15 group of develop- 
ing nations that met last week 
in Delhi dedded to resist the 
American proposal. 

India officially banned the 
employment of children aged 
under 14 in 1948 and passed 
the child labour (prohibition 
and regulation) act in 1986, 
banning 17 industries consi- 
dered hazardous from em- 
ploying children above 14. 

But the laws are rarely im- 
plemented by the state govern- 
ments responsible for them. 

“These laws are respected 
more in the breach thap in the 
observance,” said Kailash 
Satyarthy, head of die South 
Asian Coalition on Child Servi- 
tude. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 3, 1994 . 

By Thoms S. Pierson, Asirologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

that give you peace of mind. See 
whai you can do about pleasing, 
your true friends with any prob- 
lems of situations. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Find the right way to gain 
personal aims during daytime. 
Your mate could be in a bad 
mood now. but be patient and 
this wilt pass. 

.SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get busy in 
obtaining the information that 
will be bdpfbl to you in the 
future. Be objective anct, get ex- 
cellent results, 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Take time to 
show appreciation to those who 
have been loyal to you in the 
past. Be sure to improve your 
appearance for any occasion. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Sideside pleasures 
that are too costly for your pock- 
et-book. Strive to have increased 
harmony with family members. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Find the right ethic- 
al philosophy by which to reg- 
ulate your life. This is not the 
right time=to pursue a new pro- 
ject you have in mind. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Using your intuition more 
than usual can bring excellent 
results now. Express happiness 
with the one you love on this 
great day. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Five positive Capricorn Moon 
aspects make this Easter one of 
the best aspects ones in recent 
years. This is a good time to get 
together with dose family ties 
and associates groups on the 
same wave-length. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Handle practical affairs in the 
home and make this a most 
productive day. Be sure to show 
more cooperation with family 
members. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take needed treatments to im- 
prove your health. Contact good 
friends and bring more happiness 
into iheir lives by just being with 
them. 

■GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Study the tenets that will bring 
you more inspiration and success 
in the future. Try to be of greater 
service to others now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 2H Take care of any person- 
al affairs in a most precisr man- 
ner. Relax tonight and plan for 
the new week for what must be 
done. . \- 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) 
Being more objective in your 
thinking is wise now. You can 
easily dear up a condition at 
home now by taking quick anion' 
in what must be done. 

..VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
' Attend to those services 


promptly and all adverse effects 
are eliminated for economical 
and political consideration,” it 
added. 

Members of merchant fami- 
lies and senior government 
officials have been among de- 
btors bowing to the threat of 
bankruptcy and dedaring re- 
payment plans under the set- 
tlement law, which took effect 
on Sept. 6. 

To unravel the tangle the 
government bought the debts 
from commercial banks in 1992 
in return for low-yielding 20- 
year bonds. 

As debts are repaid the gov- 
ernment will redeem the 
bonds, gradually freeing com- 
mercial banks’ assets. 

Commercial bankers, who 
act as agents for the govern- 
ment in the settlement process, 
said die six commercial banks 
now had to prepare reports for 
the central bank listing de- 
btors’ repayment plans and 
identifying those who did not 
register. 

They said they understood 


the central bank would consoli- 
date the banks' information 
and pass it on for review to the ; 
finance ministry, which owns 
the debt. Only then would the ’ 
government instruct the bank s 
on what to do about the defaad- 
ters. # ; 

The bankers said they were . 
urgently trying to contact some ; 
borrowers who never showed - 
up and who may have ntis- - 
takenly assumed that their ; 
debts were among consumer ; 
cans written off by the govern- ■ 
ment. 

The state wrote off the corn- ; 
tty's entire consumer debt af- ; 
ter the 1991 Gulf war in one of ■ 
several moves to compensate I 
Kuwaitis for suffering expert- 1 ; 
raced during the occupation. * 

The spread of debt is highly 
unbalanced, makin g predic- 
tions about the programme’s ' ; 
effect on the economy difficult. ; 

Parliament says 88 per cent ■ 
of the debtors owe eight per I 
cent of the debt, while 12 per ; 
• cent of debtors owe 92 per • 
cent. J 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| >? by Honri Arnold and Hite Arglrloa 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NEMOD 


zn_ 

□ 

n 



UPYTT 


L 


□ 

□ 


MULEHI 


□J 

JC 

■ 


Vbi/re right as always, dear 



LIZZES 







HE NEVEfc FOUGHT 
WITH HIS WIFE 
BECAUSE SHE 
KNEW HOW TO — • 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ihe above cartoon. 


p rint _» Bn , omum nm 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: TWICE FINIS GYPS^ SW ^TUPlD >n0Wi 

Answer What the law students studied at the 
pool— SWIM ‘SUITS’ 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Jason's ship 
5 Lamb lament? 
10 Name tn soccer 

14 Depend (on) 

15 Goone of song 

16 Cupid 

17 Irxflgo plant 

18 Squandering 
Btoebymne 

20 Track 

_ transaction 

21 Biot or Blake 

22 Musical 

passage 

23 Hunting dogs 
25 Foray 

27 Sea bird 

28 Gamas 
32 Worth 
.34 Glue 

35 Set ol toots 

36 Hodgepodge 

37 Lofty neat 

38 Turner of song 

39 Mover's truck 

40 Actor Richard 

41 DoughBke 
cement 

42 Overwhelmed 

44 Word of 
admonition 

45 Facial feature 

53 Tear 

54 Chirrups 

57 Skin style 

58 — majesty 
SBCompwfri 
SODflJy 

51 Crude metals 
62 White pap^ 

83 Fairy tale 
monster 

DOWN 

1 Bedouins 

2 A»eas Taylor 

3 BrUBam 

4 09va — 

5 Prior to 
SHarp cousins 

S Asian holiday 





10 Easter feature 

11 Middle Ea* 


12 «wuo 

13 Nance 
19 Cream of the 

crop 

21 Confined 
24 Small group 
25Vamitt 
ingredient 
26 Poker stake 

28 Was concerned 

29 GtkSng fighty 

MvZr 1 ****' 

34 Martinique 
wfcano 

44 Hang in air 


gncinm fnnnn R9H 

siaSl 
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— Oman is 
to. sell off shares m more eov- 

i e S?SJ"r e l d - COD| P“i« in 
1994 and link its stock market 

with Bahrain as it continues to 
open its economy to private 
and foreign investment, an 
official said. 

Mahmoud Jarwani, Oman 
Stock Exchange director was 
quoted Saturday as saying 
Oman and Bahrain were to 
link their stock markets by 
listing public joint-stock com- 
panies m each market. 

“The agreement shall be ex- 
ecuted, between the two mar- 
kets, ty the end of the year ” 
he said in a statement in the 
National Bank of Abu Dhabi’s 
monthly bulletin on Gulf stock 
markets. 

Bahrain Stock Exchange 
Director General Fawzi 
Behzad told Reuters in Janu- 
ary that the two countries 
jpgned an agreement in 1992 to 
have cross-listing of securities 
before the yean* end. 


Mr. Jarwani also said Oman 
will set np two international 
funds Japanese and British 
groups to invest in Oman’s 
economy. 

“Non-Omam citizens win be 
permitted to invest in these 
funds, provided that their in- 
vestments should not exceed 
fy per cenfof the total fund ” 
he said. 

One is the Oryx Fnnd. 
ymans first mutual fund to 
include foreigners. This month 
it will offer units in the fund 
with a face value of five Omani 
nyals ($13). It will be listed on 
the London and Muscat stock 
exchanges as of May. 

Oman’s National Insurance 
Co. will manage the S45 mil- 
lion fund in Muscat. Blakeney 
Management will handle it in 
London. 

Foreigners can also buy gov- 
ernment bonds on its ex- 
change. 

The Gulf Arab state has 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-operatxon with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


IIS. Dollar hi International Markets 


Currency 

hl£W VOKk 
Clow 
'**31/3/94 

New Vo> li 
crej* 
dw, y/4/94 

Sterling Pound 

mwrrm 

1.4735 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6740 

I.69S0 

Swiss Franc 

1.4137 

1.4269 

French Franc 

5.7200 

5.79 43 

Japanese Yen 

102.70 

103. bS 

European Currvny Unit 

1.1493 

1.1 368 


• LSD Prr STG 

1 Earvptaa Opening In' fcOO mi. UMT 
Earoeomncy Intense Rates 


is 2/4/1994 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTH S 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.3750 

3.6250 

4.0000 

4.5000 

Sterling Pound 

H!® 

5.0625 

5.1250 

5.4375 

Deutsche Mark 

5.5000 

5.4375 

5.3750 

5.2500 

Swiss Franc 

5.9375 

3.8750 

3.81 25 

3.7500 

French Franc 

6.0000 

5.9375 

5-4750 

5.8125 

1 Japanese Yen 

2 .0000 

2.0000 

2.062 5 

2.1250 

European Currency Unit 

6.2500 

6.1800 

6.0600 

5.93 00 


Interbank bid raro Ur 

Ccntnl Bank of 


rxrrntoR L.S. Pafaf> l.OOOMOot equivalent. 

GuhMgt Rate BnOatin 


c 2/4/7994 


Currency 

Bid 

OtTer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.7020 

Q.704Q 

Sterling Pound 

1.0333 

1.0385 

BOMB 

0.4132 

0.4153 

Swiss Franc 

0.4916 

0.4941 

French Franc 

0.1210 

0.1216 

Japanese Yen* 

0.6752 

0.6786 

Dutch Guilder 

0.36 77 

O'. 3695 

Swedish Krona 

,uu ‘ 

»«««•* 

Ha Iran t.lra a 

0.0437 

0.0433 

Belgian Franc 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Lebanese Lira* ' 

0.040575 

0.041755 

Saudi Riyal 

0.186 9 

0.1880 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3250 

2.3600 


0.1905 

O'. 1915 


0.2000 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.8040 


UAE Dirham 

0. 1905 

0.1975 

Creek Drachma* 

0.2675 

0.3175 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3235 

I-4J25 


Her UU 


open its economy to the pri- 
vate sector and attract foreign 
investment in fields traditional- 
ly controlled by the state. 

Mr. Jarwani said one such 
area was utilities. Oman's 
Minh Electricity Co. is to float 
shares to the public soon, he 
said. 

He said government hold- 
ings in three companies — 


Oman Insurance Co., Golf 
Hotels Co., and National Bank 
of Oman — have been sold to 
the public worth 8.8 million 
rials ($22.8 million) since it 
started a privatisation plan last 
August. 

He expected this amount to 
rise in 1994 as the government 
privatises gas, petrochemicals, 
minerals and raw materials. 
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ARAB BABX 















MIDDLE EAST IRVESTMEWT BARK. 





xvdostuzu CEvELOnmrr lum 





TBE HOQSINC BABE. 





JOJOAK mart babe 





JOBDAM CTLT BASK 





utiKDJvn isuunc bank 




4.500 

JOROAR ISLAMIC BABE/ HEW 



4.350 

4.390 



5.120 

5.150 

5.150 

BDSLBESS BAHK 

5.J» 

4.250 

4.300 

4.300 

JORDAN IRVESXMEBT E PIKABCE BARB 



9.540 

9.560 

BSTT BUM. SAVInCtUVESIKEKT FOR BOOSIOO 


4.650 

4.700 

4.700 

AHHAB BASK TOB ZUVESTXEirT 





PHILKDELPRIA I INVESTMENT BANK. 



2.470 


Jonahs nmea ntsmuurcE 


3,200 

3.200 

3.180 

jorhauzab electuzc power 


2,240 

2.230 

2.220 

ZRBZO DISTRICT OKBUCin 


1.280 

1.340 

1.340 

ARAB ZHTBRHATICKM. HOTELS 

S.bU 

4,830 

4.830 

4. BOO 

JOnDAU TOURISM L SPA COMPLEX 

3.254 

0 740 

0.770 

0.7B0 

RATICHAL PQRT71X.ro SECURITIES 


4,400 

4.420 

4.600 

REAL ESTATE IBVKKTMEJrr 

1.719 

1.660 

1.660 

1.660 

PETRA EM7SPRISCB E EQUIPMERTB LSASIK ' 

6BO 

0,930 

D.BBO 

0.880 

JfACHZNARr EQUIP. REMTZVO E KAIfXTXEAKCE 

2,010 

1.130 

1.150 

1.1S0 

OltlTED MIDDLE EAST C CUMHODOHE HOTELS 

3,281 

3-170 

2.180 

2.190 


44.5S4 

3.950 

1.960 

4.020 

ATTAMQEXP COrtSt. MATERIAL MAMUfACTUHUgl 

2,221 

1.720 

1.730 

1.710 

THE JCffUAE CEaWET rACTORXBS 

57, DM 

2. 990 

3.060 

3.000 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

3,473 

2.950 

2.940 

2.940 

JORDAN PETttOLElii! BETZKART 

9,305 

10.200 

10.190 

10.150 

THE lNDDSTItXAL COMMERCIAL E AdUCULTORAL 

1.S44 

6.B50 

6.650 

6.650 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KZUB 

149,332 

13.150 

13.100 

13.100 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

19,900 

7.830 

7.820 

7.760 

Jordan canmxc iwodstries 

1,920 

6.490 

6.400 

6.400 

tut JORDAN PIPES RANUnCTinUNG 

2,143 

4.310 

4.2BO 

4.290 

JORDAN PAPER £ CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

9,000 

4.500 

4.500 

4.500 

KATIA IIHWfiTRIES 

790 

3.120 

3.160 

3.160 

JOMJAE GLASS IPDDSTKtES 

6,123 

0.390 

0.390 

0.390 

DAD AL DANA DEVJLOPMERT E EHVSSTHENT 

498,065 

18.200 

18.300 

16.500 

, ARAB INVESTMENT t INERN ATI ORAL TRADE 

4,194 

2.190 

2.190 

2.300 

W ARAB ALCHINIDH UmoSTRT 

17,335 

9.900 

9.900 

9.900 

ABAB PAPER COHVBXnNG E TRADING 

1,321 

1.540 

1.570 

1.550 

-JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

5,457 

0.590 

0.570 

0.590 

'NATIONAL STEEL XKDUSTKX 

9,509 

5.140 

5.140 

5.140 

INTERMEDIATE PETAO-CREHICAL INDUSTRIES 

0.4*0 

3.150 

3-100 

3.050 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

12,895 

2-190 

2.150 

2.140 

'ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

2,325 

4.750 

4.650 

4.650 

JORDAN DnKKTRIKS E KATCH/JIKOO 

4,560 

1.J50 

1.150 

1.150 

"JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE PHHUlHf 

1.950 

0.360 

0.360 

0.370 

-NATIONAL CAULS E NINE MANUFACTURIIK 

12,056 

7.300 

7.300 

7.300 

ABM cans VQA PHAIBf. A utuuaiM 
'JCHDAN IXOWAIT CO. FOB AGBI- & 7000 PROD. 

7.390 

3.300 

3.290 

3.2OT 

2,944 

1.070 

1.060 

1.060 

UNIVERSAL MODEM) INDUSTRIES 

342,818 

5.550 

5.410 

5.430 

.GRAND TOTAL 3 

671,000 


—4 

mu 

no. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 


106469 



TRADED TOL ONE IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 

! JD 

159758 





Algeria concludes 
latest IMF talks 


PARIS (R) — Algeria has 
con eluded talks with the IMF 
on a loan to prop up the 
economy hit by low oQ prices 
and civil unrest, the APS news 
agency said Saturday. 

APS, monitored in Paris, 
said talks in Washington ended 
Friday and Algerian experts 
had to work out details of an 
economic reform programme 
acceptable to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

There was no announcement 
of when a loan agreement 
might be signed. 

Algeria, its economy crip- 
pled by low world prices for 
petrofeom and a campaign of 
attacks by fundamentalists 
trying to create an Islamic 
state, is hoping for an IMF 
standby credit of about S500 
million and a $300 million loan 
to finance imports. 

It also wants agreement 
from the Paris Club of creditor 
nations on relief from pay- 
ments on the country's $26 
billion, which is almost as 
much as Algeria earned from 


petroleum sales. 

France’s Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe during a visit to 
Tokyo this week said he had 
urged Japan to help relieve the 
debt burden which he said was 
threatening Algeria's stability 
and security. 

APS said Algeria's negotia- 
tions with the IMF had now 
entered their “most difficult 
stage,” requiring Algeria to 
come up with .precise details of 
an economic reform package in 
order to have the IMF approve 
a letter of intent for the loans. 

Algeria's central bank gov- 
ernor, Abdul Wahab Kera- 
mane, attended the talks at the 
IMF headquarters in Washing- 
ton in February to present 
Algeria's conditions for the let- 
ter of intent, APS said. 

Hodone Berasaad, a former 
Algerian finance minister, in a 
recent statement said that the 
IMF had been burned too 
often in the past by fluctua- 
tions in Algerian policy and 
was likely to impose tough 
terms. 


Suez Canal ready to fight price war 


ISMAILIA, Egypt (R) — The 
Suez Canal Is ready to wage a 
price war against any competi- 
tors and is confident it could 
undercut them, its chairman 
said Saturday. 

“I will manoeuvre through 
the canal fees... If I feel that 
old customers are running 
away or are using another 
route. I will always resort to 
this card,” Mohammad lzzai 
Adel, chairman of the Suez 
Canal Authority, told Reuters 
in an interview. 

The Suez Canal, more than 
125 years old, would have the 
dear advantage over any new 
scheme because it had repaid 
the cost of building it years 
ago. he added. 

“So, I can go into the price 
war right up the hilt, while the 
others can’t do the same... we 
are ready to go into a fierce 
price war but in the end both 
sides would lose,” he added. 

Mr. Adel said the most im- 
mediate threat was the expan- 
sion of the SUMED pipeline, 
which carries crude oil across 


land from the Gulf of Suez to a 
terminal near the Mediterra- 
nean dty of Alexandria. 

The expansion has increased 
SUMED's capacity to 1 17 mil- 
lion tonnes a year from 80 
million with effect from this 
month. 

But in the case of SLIMED, 
which is owned half by Eeypt 
and half by Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, and Abu Dha- 
bi, the answer was coordina- 
tion rather then confrontation, 
Mr. Adel said. 

It now costs about SI. 50 less 
to move a tonne of crude 
through SUMED than it does 
to move it though the canal. 

Mr. Adel said the Suez Can- 
al Authority had asked 
SLhMED not to accept oil from 
tankers which are small 
enough to go through the can- 
al. which can take ships with a 
draught of S3 feet. 

“J hope SUMED will con- 
centrate on Europe's and 
America's oil needs and leave 
for us the ports in the 


Mediterranean which can rake 
medium tankers rather than 
the giants," he added. 

Further into the future, 
Israel and Qatar could 
threaten Egypt’s interests if 
they built a pipeline to take 
Qatari gas to Israeli ports for 
shipment on to Europe, he 
said. 

"This would be hitting the 
canal below' the waist," he 
added. 

The Suez Canal Authority 
has already tried to undermine 
such a scheme by offering 
Qatar a 35 per cent discount on 
the fees tor taking its gas 
through the canal. 

Qatar has said there is no 
question of selling its gas to 
Israel until there is a compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East. 

Mr. Adel was dismissive ab- 
out most other schemes still on 
the drawing board, such as 
railways and canals through the 
Dead Sea. 

"Most of them are hyped up 


and they won't be able to 
compete with me now or in the 
future,” he said. 

He noted that the Suez Can- 
al had already used the price 
weapon and as a result had 
raised revenue in 1993 by SS5 
million. The canal earned 
more than SI. 9 billion last 
year. 

The canals second weapon 
against competitors would be 
to finish the current expansion 
programme, which is moving 
slowly because of uncertain!)' 
about the return on the invest- 
ment. 

T can almost say rhat it (the 
expansion) will amount to the 
decisive blow against all com- 
petitors,” he said. 

After an investment of about 
SStX) million, the canal would 
be big enough to take vessels 
of more than 250,000 tonnes 
and revenue would nse by S.5 
per cent, he said. 

“Bur we have to be certain 
that the SSMl million will bring 
in a rapid return.” he added" 


Sudan raises fuel price, doubles rations 


KHARTOUM (R) — Fuel- 
short Sudan raised petrol 
prices nearly 90 per cent Satur- 
day but doubled the weekly 
ration for private motorists and 
taxi operators. 

Petrol will now cost 750 
Sudanese pounds ($1.90 at the 
official rate of exchange) a 
gallon (47.5 U-S. cents a litre) 
instead of 400 pounds a gallon 
(25 cents a litre). 

Finance Minister Abdalla 


Has&an Ahmad disclosed the 
increase to the government- 
owned newspaper Ai ingaz Al 
Watani. 

He said taxi drivers and pri- 
vate motorists will be allocated 
six gallon a week at the official 
price, instead of three. 

Sudan impons all its fuel 
needs and petrol has been in 
short supply in recent weeks. 

The minister said fuel prices 
for buses remained unchanged 


so there would be no rise in bus 
fares. 

Meanwhile, the news agency 
SUN A said Saturday, Sudan 
will print its own banknotes by 
June. 

The official agency quoted 
Ibrahim Al Disougi. general 
manager of the currency print- 
ing company, as saying con- 
struction of the printing press 
buildings was almost complete 
and 90 per cent of the equip- 


ment was in place. 

He said capacity was de- 
signed to meet Sudan's needs 
for the next 25 years. The 
government devalued (he 
Sudanese pound by over eight 
per cent last month. 

Mr. Al Disougi said Sudan 
will save at least $20 million a 
year by printing its own money 
rather than in Asia as at pre- 
sent. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 
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DOOR SERVICES AND 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


THE 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 
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%ozena Inn 
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USSliiam AeC 30372 JMAn—n,?n4fWi| 


RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
AimospJiere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


S/>0Rts pub 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 clays a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamika/.is 
are ahvavs-1 J.D. Each 


jImJI 

2nd- Circle - Jabal A mman 
npp. Frcnchlnaf 

Tel.653482 





INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMpVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


The Ffrit Clan Hotel in 
Amman that has a _ 
KHchaostte in evary roora_l 
- “Sateflfte T.V. Recaption” 


UAIfOTEL 

l|j£«|l|IS 


Amman - Tei 668193 ' 

P.0-Bax 9903 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriiteejnd 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!) Barbtque (or 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: SI 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight / 



Sti/BAITT 

The first ft best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

tsfCircte. Jabal Amman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away la avaUaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

T&L 639968 


12 am -v. Late 


M 

einr 

IVTsfcCOVTIKEVTAt 



Restaurant & Tapas 

fj' 

k'hel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. bl 50 nl 



THE 

ATMOSPHERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

0p«ft nightly Fran 9 JO Ml to MO Ail 
Beapt Sunday Fiwn4 JO P Jl to 3 JO All 

TlMKUy CIOWMl 

Tel : 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmduai 



■The Best Lv 
Indian Cusine. 


Bukhara 
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De Klerk welcomes Butheiezi’ s 


tentative offer on poll registration 


Rutskoi urges reconciliation! 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Presi- 
dent F.W. De KJerk Wednes- 
day welcomed Inkatha Free- 
dom Party leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi’s tentative' offer to 
register for South Africa's first 
all-race election in April. 

But Mr. De Klerk, respond- 
ing to questions in parliament, 
said he foresaw problems with 
a call for international media- 
tion that was part of Mr. 
Bmhelezi’s agreement with his 
main black rival African 
National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela 
Tuesday. 

“I am very pleased the meet- 
ing took place, though I think 
it was very late in coming. 

“My attitude with regard to 
(international mediation) is 
that.. .time is of the essence. If 
time is of the essence I foresee 
some problems with the con- 
cept of mediation.” 

Mr. De Klerk said negotia- 
tions with right-wing black and 
white parties would not bait if 
parliament adopted pro-feder- 
al constitutional amendments 
Wednesday and ended its sit- 
ting. 

“We would be willing and 
able to negotiate from tomor- 
row in any effort to reach 
further agreement which might 
ensure all inclusiveness in the 
full electoral process. 


“I think it is possible for us 
in the next week or two to 
make some progress.” 

Mr. De Klerk said the April 
26-28 election would take place 
as scheduled and warned that 
the government would use all 
the force at its disposal to 
prevent any disruption. 

“From the government’s 
side the security forces will be 
used, the law will be applied- 
...to ensure that the election is 
free and fair. 

“The government will use 
everything at its disposal to 
ensure that law and order will 
be maintained and the elec- 
tions will go ahead as planned 
and they will be free and fair,” 
he said. 

Right-wing white radicals 
have threatened civil war if 
their demands for an indepen- 
dent Afrikaner homeland are 
not heeded. 

Mr. De Klerk said the gov- 
ernment had a contingency 
plan to ensure that voting took 
place in the Bophuthatswana 
and Kwazulu black homelands, 
both members of the auton- 
omy-seeking Freedom 
Alliance of white and black 
conservatives including In- 
katha. 

“I wil ensure the mainte- 
nance of law and order and will 
use all the facilities available to 


foe state to that effect, accord- 
ing to the tfaeat and according 
to the situation as it develops.” 
Earlier, the government's 
chief democracy negotiator 
Roelf Meyer said on indepen- 
dent Radio 702 he did not 
think international mediation 


was necessary. 

“International mediation, 


what does it mean. ..If it means 
that the parties have to get 
together under international 
mediation, I don’t think there’s 
a need for that. We are able to 
talk to each other.” 

Freedom Alliance Chairman 
Rowan Cronje said Tuesday 
night he was trying to arrange a 
meeting of Alliance nego- 
tiators to discuss the Mandela - 
Butbelezi deal. A time and 
venue have still to be arranged. 

Negotiators pondered their 
next moves in South Africa 
after Mr. Butheiezi made a 
conditional last-minute offer to 
sign up for the country’s histor- 
ic first all-race elections in 
April. 

The Zulu leader said after a 
rare meeting with Mr. Mande- 
la Tuesday that he would con- 
sider provisionally registering 
his Inkatha Freedom Party but 
would keep open his option of 
boycotting the poll. 

Political parties have until 
Friday to register and five 


more days to nominate candi- 
dates for the first vote in South 
African history in which all 
races can cast ballots. 

Mr. Butheiezi and his main 
black rival, Mr. Mandela, said 
in a statement they had 
“agreed to explore with their 
principals the possibility of in- 
ternational mediation.” 

Zulu King Goodwill Zwe- 
lithini is demanding a 
sovereign state. 


Mr. Mandela, whose ANC is 
almost certain to win an overall 
■majority, said he was encour- 
aged by bis first meeting in 
nine months with Mr. 
Butheiezi. 

“We have laid a solid found- 
ation not only for further prog- 
ress but for posable break- 
throughs,” be said. 

But Mr. Butheiezi, asked if 
he was closer to taking part in 
the elections, replied: “Not at 
all, I am not dose at all.” 


A Democratic Party legisla- 
tor said Mr. Butheiezi 
appeared to be playing for time 
and hoping the election would 
be postponed. 

Mr. Butheiezi said Wednes- 
day the position of King Good- 
will in post-apartheid South 
Africa had not yet been re- 
solved and called for a separate 
Zulu kingdom. 


Koreas squabble over fine Vietnam, U.S. make good 


print ahead of meeting start to new relationship 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
Vice-President Alexander 
Rutskoi, freed from jail last 
week under an amnesty, de- 
fended October’s armed upris- 
ing against Boris Yeltsin 
Wednesday but called on Rus- 
sians to bury hatred. 

In his first statement since 
his release from Moscow's 
Lefortovo Prison, he attacked 
the “irresponsible windbags 
and dishonest politicians and 
journalists” who, he said, had 
twisted the truth over autumn 
clashes in Moscow that claimed 
140 lives. 

Radical politicians and some 
senior businessmen have sug- 
gested Mr. Rucskoi’s release 
could set Russia back on the 
path to civil conflict, pointing 
to May Day as a possible flash- 
point. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
warned’ the amnestied . prison- 
ers Tuesday they would be 
immediately rearrested if they 
tried to destabilise the situa- 
tion in the country. 

“Think it over,” Mr. Ratskoi 
said in a statement addressed 
to the citizens of Russia and 
the new Duma legislature, 
which had amnestied him. “Do 
not whip up hysteria. Hasn’t 
enough blood been shed for 
you?" 

Mr. Rutskoi made no refer- 
ence to any presidential ambi- 
tions. But aides have said they 
expect him to run in elections 
due in 1996 and the general 
tone of his comments sug- 
gested he sought a future 
national role. 

Mr. Rutskoi walked free 
Saturday along with six others 


who led an uprising two weeks 
after the president had cast 
aside the constitution and abo- 
lished Russia's Soviet-era par- 
liament. 

Armed parliament suppor- 
ters broke out of encirclement 
in the White House on Oct. 3 
and, on Mr. Rutskoi’s urging, 
stormed the mayor’s offices 
and Ostankino Television Cen- 


appeared to accept the legi- 
timacy of file legislative body 
Mr. Yeltsin created to replace 
the old parliament. 

“I bow to the laws of my 
country, the will of the peo- 


Deneuve 
appointed 
number 2 on 
Cannes Jury 


pie’s representatives,” he said. 

Mr.'Rutskoi, who was sworn 
in as acting president by the 
old parliament during the two- 
week confrontation with Mr. 
Yeltsin, withdrew to a country 
house shortly after his release. 

Former parliamentary 
Chairman Ruslan Khasbula- 
tov, arrested along with Mr. 
Rutskoi on Oct 4 and released 
moments before him, has de- 
clared he is leaving politics. 

But ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy said Mr. Khasbulatov was 
given a rousing welcome by 
thousands when he returned to 
visit his mother in his home 
town, Grozny, in the rebel 


Mr. Yeltsin, long estranged 
from his vice-president, 
crushed the rebellion the fol- 
lowing day using tanks. 

“In the autumn of last year, 
■all those in the House of 
Soviets (White House) and on 
the barricades fulfilled their 
civic and patriotic duty to the 
last, defending a young par- 
liamentary culture, democra- 
cy, the constitution,” Mr. 
Rutskoi said. 

“Many of them paid the 
highest price — their lives — 
saving the honour and dignity 
of the Russian state, staving off 
a slide into dictatorship. TTiey 
left this life victors and their 
names wifl be written into the 
pages of the history of our 
motherland for centuries,” the, 
signed statement said. 

The release of Mr. Rutskoi, 
an air force general, was a 
blow to Mr. Yeltsin who had 
tried until the last to have it 
postponed. 

Mr. Rutskoi took one obli- 
que shot at Mr. Yeltsin, criti- 
cising those who ‘"walk over 
the constitution of the state for 
the sake of their own personal 
power.” 

In addressing his statement 
to the Duma, Mr. Rutskoi 


PARIS (R) — French actress 
Catherine Deneuve has beeri 
appointed vice-president of the 
jury at this year's Cannes Film 
Festival, organisers said Tues- 
day. It will be the first time the 
50-year-old Deneuve, a symbol 
of French cinema after a career 
spanning more than three de- 
cades, will sit on the jury for 
the May 12-23 festival that will 
be headed this year by U.S.' 
actor-director Clint Eastwood." 
“We believe she deserves an; 
extra jewel in hex crown. The 
reason for choosing her is the 
particular admiration we 
French have for this great 
lady,” a spokeswoman for the. 

organisers said. > 


Russian Republic of Chechnya 
in the north Caucasus. 


in the north Caucasus. 

Chechnya, which . has^ un- 
ilaterally declared independ- 
ence under its maverick Presi- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev, has 
suffered dire economic prob- 
lems since its 1991 break with 
Moscow. But Gen. Dudayev 
has kept all opposition at bay. 

Meanwhile, the 1991 Soviet 
coup trial has come to an 
ignominious end, dosing the 
final chapter .of an episode 
which had threatened a new 
cold war but ended up hasten- 
ing the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

The Russian Supreme 
Court, bowing to an amnesty 
ordered by parliament, Tues- 
day dropped treason charges 
against the men. 


Bobbit cases 
inspires male 
chastity belt 


SEOUL (R) — North and 
South Korea, due to resume 
talks Thursday after an acrimo- 
nious four-month break, 
squabbled Wednesday over the 
terms for the meeting at the' 
cold war border to discuss the 
North’s nuclear programme. 

Song Yong-Dae, Seoul's 
chief delegate, cautiously wel- 
comed North Korea's decision 
to accept an invitation to a 
meeting at Panmunjom, tile 
village that straddles the fron- 
tier. 

But he told tiie North that 
progress over the nuclear im- 
passe would be made only if it 
dropped preconditions that 
fouled earlier attempts to re- 
turn to the negotiating table. 

“There will be progress in 
foeworkingMeVel contacts,. 
(Thursday) if foe Northern 
side does not present earlier 
preconditions such as 'an end 
to nuclear war exercises’ and 
tiie ‘abandonment of Seoul’s 
international cooperation sys- 
tem’,” Mr. Song told repor- 
ters. 

He was referring to the 
guarded message from Pyon- 
gyang, delivered Tuesday, 
accepting the invitation to Pan- 
nmnjom. 

North Korea said it would 
attend the meeting but called 
for an end to South Korea’s 
annual military exercises with 
its U.S. allies, mainly war 
■games codenamed Team Spirit 
that are scheduled for later this 
month. 

It also demanded that Seoul 
.divorce itself from internation- 
al efforts, led by the United 
States, to persuade Pyongyang 
to open suspect nuclear plants 
to inspectors from the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agenty 

“We are seeing more of foe 


brinkmanship which the North 
and South always play ahead of 
talks but I think the meeting 
will go ahead,” said a Western 
diplomat. 

“But we should not expect 
any major breakthrough, we 
should simply be happy that 
North and South are starting 
the talks process again.” 

The meeting will focus on a 
proposed exchange of envoys 
charged with ending the row 
over inspection of the North’s 
nuclear rites. 

The two have held three 
rounds of border talks to dis- 
cuss the envoy exchange. But 
foe North broke off contacts 
last November after the South 
rejected its call to end military 
exefds&s tyith the United 
States. 

An announcement on a sus- 
pension of this year's Team 
Spirit maneouvres is expected 
from the Seoul Defence Minis- 
try Thursday but North Korea 
wants other, smaller-scale ex- 
ercises to be scrapped as well. 

The North-South meeting 
became possible after Pyon- 
gyang agreed Friday in talks 
with the United States to allow 
international inspections of 
nuclear facilities, designed to 
allay Western fears the North 
is frying to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

In return, the United States 
committed itself to cancelling 
Team Spirit and scheduled a 
third round of high-level U.S.- 
North Korean talks later in 
March. 

Six IAEA inspectors arrived 
in North Korea Tuesday for a 
two-week visit to check nuclear 
sites for any evidence that 
radioactive fuel has been di- 
verted to build atomic 
weapons. 


HANOI (R) — Vie tnam and the 
United States have made a 
good start to their new rela- 
tionship with “positive” talks 
on complex financial claims 
and opening diplomatic mis- 
sions, sources close to the 
negotiations said Wednesday. 

“Talks on both questions 
have been positive,” one 
source said, adding that discus- 
sions on opening liaison offices 
in Hanoi and Washington were 
continuing. 

The negotiations — together 
with what the U.S. State De- 


partment called a “productive 
exchange of views” in New 
York on human rights — 
marked a promised start to a 
new chapter in relations which 
opened when the United States 
scrapped a 30-year economic 
embargo against Hanoi a 
month ago. 

Senior officials ended a first 
round of talks in Hanoi Tues- 
day on U.S. and Vietnamese 
claims to $520 million in prop- 
erty and bank accounts dating 
from the end of the Vietnam 
War in 1975. 


Georgian parliament votes to join CIS 


TBILISI (R) — Georgian lead- 
er Eduard Shevardnadze won a 


er Eduard Shevardnadze won a 
major victory as parliament in 
his war-torn country voted to 
ratify an agreement on joining 
the Moscow-led Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS). . 


The vote required a simple 
majority to pass. Lawmakers' 
voted 121 in favour to 66 
against after a tumultuous ses- 
sion in which opposition parlia- 


mentarians accused Mr. She- 
vardnadze of selling the coun- 
try out to Russia. 

Bedlam broke oat after the 
final vote tally, with one mem- 
ber of parliament fainting, 
others breaking down in tears 
and one lunging at Mr. She- 
vardnadze with fists raised be- 
fore being restrained. 

The former Soviet foreign 
minister?, who has for months 
insisted that his impoverished 
country has no dance bat to 


join the CIS, sat impassively in 
the speaker’s chair. 


“Let ns realise what will 
h ap pen if we do not join the 
CIS,” he said before foe vote. 
“A country in a situation such 
as ours does not have the righ t 
to turn down even a small 
■chance to survive.” 


Opposition deputies argued 
that Mir. Shevardnadze’s posi- 
tion meant that Georgia would 
lose too modi sovereignty. 


i 

Houston, Sting and Aladdin take Grammy Awards 


Blast cuts Armenia’s rail 


links with other states 


TBILISI (R) — An explosion 
on a railway bridge has cut the 
only railway line linking the 
former Soviet Republic of 
Armenia to the rest of foe 
world, Georgian officials said 
Wednesday. 

The officials, at the Geor- 
gian Interior Ministry, said it 
would take three or four days 
to repair the 70-member (230- 
foot) bridge, some 60 
kilometres south of Tbilisi. 

“The explosion was very 
strong and it damaged the 
bridge very badly," one official 
said. "It will take at least three 
or' four days to restore com- 
xiiunications. It is obviously a 
terrorist act.” 

• A senes of explosions in 
Georgia have enr rail, road and 
gas pipeline links between 
landlocked Armenia and the 
rest of the former Soviet Un- 


ion. 

Armenia blames ethnic 
Azeris living in Georgia for the 
blasts- Azerbaijan, locked in 
conflict with Armenia over the 


ing despite minor violations. 

Karabakh officials said 
Azeri forces shelled their posi- 
tions overnight but a military 
spokesman in Baku denied this 
and said “all was quiet.” 

Russia's ITAR-TASS news 
agency said Colonel-General 
Georgy Kondratyev would 
hold talks with Armenian and 
Azerbaijan officials on imple- 
mentation of a peace plan 
mediated by Moscow's De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
on Feb. IS. 

The plan envisaged a cease- 
fire, which came into effect 
Tuesday, and a subsequent 
withdrawal of troops to create 
safety zones. A joint staff 
would be deployed in the area, 
consisting of officers from Rus- 
sia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Karabakh. 

Gen. Kondratyev, deputy 
defence minister, told TASS 
the joint staff would consist of 
250 officers, 69 of them Rus- 


Aimenian-populated enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, denies 


sian. 

The territory, with a major- 


it is responsible. 

Meanwhile, Moscow sent a 
top general to Armenia and 
Azerbaijan to secure a 
Russian-mediated ceasefire 
which began Tuesday in the 
disputed Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave and seemed to be hold- 


ity Armenian population, was 
r^ced — d 


NEW. YORK (R) ~ Whitney 
Houston .to Grammys: .ultWill 
Always Love You.” 

Houston and the soundtrack 
for her film The Bodyguard 
won top honours at foe 36th 
annual Grammy Music Awards 
Tuesday in a show that mixed 
glitter with unexpected con- 
troversy. 

Houston was named Best 
Female Vocalist at the U.S. 
music indusfry's top awards for 
her monster hit single I Will 
Always Love You, foe lead 
song from the film. 

The song was also named 
Record of the Year and The 
Bodyguard soundtrack album, 
which has sold a record-tying 
11 million copies, was named 
Album of Year, pushing aside 
competition from Billy Joel 
and Sting. In sales the album is 
tied with the soundtracks for 
Saturday Night Fever and Dir- 
ty Dancing. 

Sting won three awards, in- 
cluding Best Male Vocal and 
two awards for his album Ten 
Smnmoner's Tales. 

A Whole New World, the 
theme song from the hit Walt 
Disney film Aladdin, written 
by Alan Menken and Tim 
Rice, was named Song of the 
Year, giving the sound track 
from the film five awards for 
the evening. ‘ 

Billy Joel and Neil Young, 
both multiple nominees, were 
shot out from the awards. 

The evening was not without 
controversy, the Irish rock 
group U2*s lead singer Bono 
used the banned “F’ word in 
accepting an award for Best 
Alternative Album and the 
show cut to a commercial be- 
fore Frank Sinatra could finish 
accepting his Grammy Living 
Legend Award. 

In accepting the award for 
Zooropa, Bono said: “I'd like 
to give a message to the young 
people of America. We shall 
continue to abuse our position 
and F — up the mainstream.” 

The banned word was heard 
on the live television broadcast 
beamed to millions of homes 
but was cut out when the prog- 
ramme was beamed to the west 
coast three hours later. Bono 
apologised after the program- 
me if he had offend anyone. 

Sinatra choked back tears 
as a star-studded audience of 
4.000 gave him a standing ova- 


ducers for the ’segment ancf 
they were foe ones whoicut ; to 
the commercial. • 

Host Gary Shancfling said: 
“Mr. Sinatra should have been 
allowed to finish his speech. 
That was a mistake. This is live 
television and Mr. Sinatra will 
cot us off in an hour.” 

“I just got off the phone with 
Lorena Bobbitt and she said ‘I 
woudn't cut off Frank Sinat- 
ra’,” he quipped,- referring to 
the woman recently acquitted 
of malicious wounding for cut- 
ting off her husband's penis. 

Billy Joel interrupted his 
performance of the hit song 
“The River Of Dreams, 
looked at his watch and said, 
“valuable advertising time 
going by, valuable advertising 
time going by. Dollars, dollars, 
dollars,” be smiled, then re- 
sumed playing. 

Houston opened the awards 
ceremony at the art deco 
Radio City Music Hall by sing- 
ing I will Always Love You, 
which dominated the charts, 
radio airwaves and music video 
stations. 
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1 dead, 4 
hurt in ‘ * 
Australia 
crime 
office blast 


ADELAIDE, Australia (R) — 
A policeman was killed and 


r *. 




Then she was handed the 
award by country music star 
Dolly P^rton, who wrote the 
song in 1974 with what she said 
was a broken heart until the 
royalties rolled in. 

Rhythm and blues singer 
Toni Braxton was named Best 
New Artist and Best Female 
RB Vocialist beating out 
Houston. Dwight Yoakum 
won Best Country Male Vocal 
for Ain’t That Lonely Yet. 

Natalie Cole won the Jazz 
Vocalist Award, two years af- 
ter she won major awards for 
her Unforgettable album. 
Rock singer Meat Loaf made a 
comeback by winning Best 
Rock Vocal for I'd Do Any- 
thing For Love (But I Won't 
Do That). 



Singer Whitney Houston cheers over her Grammy Award 
Tuesday. Her soundtrack to the movie The Bodyguard, with the 
single I Wifl Always Love Yon, won awards for Record Of The 
Year and Best Female Fop Vocal P erfor mance (AFP photo) 


The best classical album 
went to Pierre Boulez for con- 
ducting the Chicago Symphony 
m Bartok’s The Wooden 
Prince. Singer Tony Bennett 
posted the major upset of the 
night when his album Steppin’ 
Out beat our Barbra 
Streisand's Back To Broadway 
for the Best Traditional Pop 
Vocal Performance. Awad. 

I don’t know what Barbra's 
gonna say about this,” Bennett 
said with a laugh while accept- 
ing 


Ci people nave 
been killed and dozens of 
thousands forced to flee their 
homes in six years of warfare in 
which Karabakh Armenians 
have seized big chunks of the 
Azeri territory proper. 


Living Legend Award was cut 
off when foe television broad- 
cast went to a commercial be- 
fore he finished speaking. 

The organisers of the award 
said Sinatra had his own pro- 


who was fired by the Metropo- 
litan Opera after a recent tem- 
per tantrum, did not show up 
to accept foe Best Opera Re- 
cording Award for Handel: 
Semele, which she shared with 
several other soloists. 



five people injured Wednesday 
when a bomb was passed 
through security checks and 
tore through the Adelaide 
office of Australia’s National 
Crime Authority (NCA). 

One of the injured men, who 
police said was an NCA lawyer 
in his mki-3fls, was in serious 
'condition after undergoing 
surgery. 

Police said the bomb 
through the 12th floor office of 
the NCA, a controversial agen- 
cy that fights organised crime. 

Glass mod debris rained into 
the street as the blast shook the 
central business district of 
Adelaide, the normally quiet 
capital of South Australia* 
shortly after 9 a.m. local time. 

Four others were treated in 
hospital and released after 
treatment for various injuries, 
including a broken wrist and 
smoke inhalation from a fire 
set off by the bomb. 

“This is a wicked and evil 
thing that has been done,” 
Prime Minister Paul Keating 
told reporters. “This is the 
worst kind of thing that I could 


Sting holds one of the three Grammy Awards he won at the 
Annual Grammy Awards at Radio City Mask Hall in New York 
(AFP photo) 


“This is something which is 
completely out of the character 
of this country. This is some- 
thing that this community 
shouldn’t tolerate and as a 
gov ernm ent we won’t be.” . 

Police said they had no 
warning of the blast and as far 
as was known no threats had 
been made. 

The dead policeman was 
identified as Detective 
Sergeant Geoffrey Leigh 
Bowen, 36, a father of two 
young children. 

“We have no idea what sort 
of a device it was. Suffice it to 
say it was certainly a bomb,” a 
police spokesman said. 

NCA officials said that af ter 
the blast they had boosted 
security measures at aQ NCA 
offices in Australia. Police said 
n task force of 40 detectives 
had been assigned to the case. 

Police would not comment 
on the how the bomb was 
delivered or the nature of the 
device, although a spokesman 
aid the NCA's scanners were 
designed to detect ferrous 
materials. 


ROME (R) — Rome sculptor 
Angelo Camerino, who made 
headlines four years ago b£ 
exhibiting sculptures of female 
chastity belts, is cashing in on a 
male version in the wake of the 
John and Lorena Bobbitt case. 
Mr. Camerino Tuesday said h€ 
had sold three male chastity 
belts >tO: an American living in 
Rome. The belts are stainless 
steel and lined with leather! 
“He asked me for the belts, 
which he wanted to send to 
some friends in New York,^ 
the sculptor said. “He told me 
they would wear them at night’ 
so that their wives can’t do i 
Mrs. Bobbitt.” Lorena. Boi* 
bitt, freed Monday from ’a 
mental hospital, was acquitted 
by reason of insanity on Jan. 21 
on a charge of slashing off her 
sleeping husband's penis. Mr. 
Camerino said the male bells 
cost 2.5 million lire (SI, 50$ 
each but he had sold the cUedt 
the third for a cut price of two 
million (SI ,200). 


Spielberg: Time ~ 
for German Nazi ? 
guilt is over 

FRANKFURT (R) — Holo- 
caust film Schindler's List was 
getting its German premiere 
Tuesday amid debate on why 
Oskar Schindler’s deeds wenjf 
unrecognised for so long here 
and why others did not act as 
he did to save Jewish lives. Bi$ 
‘U.S. director-producer S revert 
(Spielberg- .refused to see fits 
■film as a reminder of guilt for 
today’s Germans or as - espe- 
cially poignant in view of a 
recent upsurge in neo-Nazi ra- 
cist attacks, many of them fat- 
al. Spielberg, many of. whose 
older relatives were killed in 
the holocaust, said a small vi6- 
lent fringe- should not be seen 
as representing Germans as 'a 
whole, or even as real Nazis* 
Tm not sure the thugs who 
call themselves neo-Nazis real- 
ly know what their beliefs 
are,’’ he told a news confer-! 
ence. “It just gives them a; 
platform for hatred.” “I sould 
feel it is time in Germany for 
this generation to teach their 
children without showing guilt; 
and knowing that education is 
the way to stop another holo- 
caust happening.” Spieleberg’s 
film tells the story of Schindler, 
a Nazi war profiteer who saved 
about 1,200 Jews from the gas, 
chambers. The American 
ducer insisted on holding the 
German premiere in Frankfurt- 
as a tribute to his subject, who 
spent the last years of his life 
here, and died in poverty in- 
1974. 


Altman’s fashion 
satire to start 
shooting in Paris 


PARIS (R) — When the cur- 
tain goes up on Paris ready-to- 
wear shows, Hollywood's mas- 
ter ironist Robert Altman will 
have his camera poised for his 
next satirical swipe — this time 
at the cut-throat, shallow 
fashion crowd. Paris salons are 
buzzing with gossip about Prct j 
A-Porter (ready-to-wear), the 
star-studded, Nasbville-style 
portrait of foe fashion indus- 
try, which director Altman .is 
filming doting and around the 
Paris autumn winter collections 
that open Friday. Although he 
swears - he comes . to praise 
fashion, not bury it, Pret-A-: 
Porter is expected to be just as 
biting as foe The Player, Alt-) 
man’s send-up of greedy Holly- 
wood power brokers. Ye? 
models, designers and fashiori 
journalists have been clamour- 
ing for a role, even If it is St 
their own expense. Die film, 
an ambition of Altman's for 
nearly 10 years, wifl be shot in 
pseudo-documentary style, 
mixing actors .with real figure# 
from the fashion world. Film? 
ing begins at designer -Sonia 
Rykiel’s show Sunday. A tall 
man with piercing eyes and a 
gpatee that make him resemble 
Wild BUI Hickok, Altman has 
been snooping around Paris 
collections for foe last’ year. 
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Sheringham earns 

vital win 


LONDON (R)_ Tedd Sh 
rngharn retnnred like a locfcv 
ctara after five months on the 

■&W5KB 

m ter MWctoo, at Norwich 

Within three minutes of 
commgon as a substitute for 
£* &st game since October 
following three knee opera- 
aons, Sheringham put Tot- 
tenham ahead in the 56th mi- 
nute. 

Bntit took an heroic penalty 
»ve from Ian Walker and a 
Norwich own goal to secure 
Tottenham’s second victory in 
12 games. 

Eveiton slipped closer to the 

relegation zone with a crushing 
5-1 defeat at Sheffield Wednes- 
day — their fourth in five 
games. 

Their plight was made worse 
as Oldham, Manchester City 
and Sheffield United below 
them all won. 

Norwegian striker Jostein 
Flo ended a personal goal 
drought with two in Sheffield 
United’s shock 2-1 win at 
Liverpool, while Manchester 
City crushed league cup win- 
ners _Astoq Villa 3Hk_ 

F.A. Cup smifinalists Old- 
ham also weighed in with a big 
win, coining from behind to 
thrash Queen’s Park Rangers 
4-1 and pull level on points 
with Everton, who are now 
only three points above the 
relegation zone. 

Even more depressing for 
Everton was the news that 
Peter Beagrie, who had scored 
only once in 19 games for 
them, scored his first in only 
his third match for relegation 
rivals Manchester City. 

City’s two other newcomers 
signed last month, Paul Walsh 
and German Uwe Rosier, also 
scored for the second succes- 


sive game to earn fire dub their 
first win in six matches. 

Bottom placed Swindon 
Town battled hard to earn a 

1- 3 draw at Arsenal, with Paul 
Bodm’s 29th minute penalty 
cancelling out Alan Smith’s 
fourth- minute opener. 

Southampton slipped to 
second bottom after losing 2-0 
at Chelsea with John Spencer 
scoring his sixth goal in nine 
games and Norwegian defen- 
der Erl and Johnson Ins first in 
four years at the dub. 

West Ham United left out 
top scorer Lee Chapman but 
registered their first win in 
eight games, 2-1 at home to 
Ipswich, thanks to goals from 
Matthew Rush, playing only 
Ins second game of the season, 
and Trevor Morfey. 

Flo, with only one goal in his 
last 20 games, condemned 
Liverpool to their first home 
league defeat since September 
as Sheffield United staged 
their second dramatic fight- 
back in a week. 

Sheffield,' who came from 

2- 0 down to West Ham Mon- 
day, went behind to an Ian 
Rush goal after just three mi- 
nutes. 

Bo equalised a minute after 
half time and seized the winner 
18 minutes from time, out- 
jumping Neil Ruddock to 
glance a header from Franz 
Carr’s centre over goal keeper 
David James. 

Former England manager 
Graham Taylor celebrated his 
first game in charge of first 
division Wolverhampton 
Wanderers with a 2-1 win oyer 
Tranmere Rovers. 

On-loan Guy Whittingham 
hit his fourth goal of the week 
to put Wolves ahead and, after 
John Aldrige had equalised, 
Lee Mills scored the winner 
seven minutes from time. 


Pierce, Majoli score 
upsets in Hilton Head 


HILTON HEAD, South Caro- 
lina (R) — Seventh seed Maiy- 
Pierce of France demonstrated 
her great potential once again 
and unseeded Croatian Iva 
Jyjajpli picked # qff her ^£fprd ’ 
cyuecn^ in quarter- ‘ 

final upsets at the Family Cir- 
cle Dip tennis tournament Fri- 
day. - — 


Rising star Pierce used a 
consistent serve and a big fin- 
ish to put away top seed Arant- 
xa Sanchez Vicario, runner-up 
here last year, 64 2-6 6-1 to 
reachthe semifinals. 

her surprising rim gomg^y 
ousting llth-nmked American 
Lindsay Davenport. 


Nigeria moves into semis 
of Africa n Nations Cup 


TUNIS (R) — Giant striker 
Rachidi Yekini propelled 
Nigeria into the semifinal of 
the African Nations Cup by 
scoring twice in the 2-0 win 
over Zaire Saturday. 

Yekini, the tournament's 
leading scorer with four goals, 
broke the deadlock six minutes 
into the second half with a 
thundering shot on the half- 
volley. 

. His second came from the 
penalty spot 20 minutes later 
after he had been brought 


down by goalkeeper Bilolo 
Tambwe. 

Tambwe was sent off for the 
offence, leaving Mpia Kasango 
to free the spot-kick on his 
international debut. Yekini 
converted with a shot to the 
right of the substitute goal- 
keeper. 

Nigeria also gave a debut to 
Norwich striker Efan Ekoku. 
He managed only one shot at 
goal and was. substituted early 
in the second half. 
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East-West vulnerable- South 


NORTH 

* J9 
<?743 
0 9 4 2 
4AEQ53 

WEST -EAST 

* 15. 10 7 2 *Q848 

9 JF9 C 10 8652 

0AQ53 0J10 6 

* 10 9 4 * i 

SOUTH 

* A 6 5 
9A5Q 
0 K8 7 

* 8 7 6 2 
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Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pa» 3 NT pa “ 

Paw Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 4 
Even seemingly simple bridge 
hands can pose several problems. 
Plan your play in three no trump 
after West leads the two of spades. 

The auction is as simple as it can 
«t North adds 10 paints to your 
announced 16 and the total of 26 w 
fnrm g h for game. Since the hand 
also is balanced. North hu no rea- 
son to look for an alternative con- 


RIGHT CARD 

tract to three no tramp. 

Tour first problem comes at the 
very first trick: Which card should 
you play from dummy, or is it purely 


>'a only one chance to collect 

two spade tricks— West must be 
Ion rfing away from the long -queen, 
so yon play the jack- Nate that, as 
the cards lie, even if- you insert the 
nine, f o r cin g the queen from East, 
you cannot score more than one 
spade trick. But that’s only part of 
lie problem- Wh en East covers with 
the queen, do you win with the ace 
or hold up? 

There are two reasons not to hold 
up. First, the lead suggest* spades 
are. divided 4-4. but mom impor- 
tantly, you cannot afford to let East 
fl«TH tbe lead. A shift to a diamond 
through the king might be 
embarrassing. 

One more hurdle. You cash the 
table's high dubs; which three cards 

do you play from hand? It had bat- 
ter be the 8, 7 and 3, otherwise yon 
wffl end up winning the fourth dub 
in band and have no entry back to 
the table to score the fifth dob— tbe 
fulfilling tridt- You wfll go down one 
in a contract that would have 
ramped home with ease. 


Weather conditions postpone crowning 
Faisali as Jordan’s soccer champions 


By Aleen Bannayao 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — ■ Weather condi- 
tions disrupted the 19th week 
of tbe first division soccer 
championship and postponed 
the crowning of A1 Faisali as 
Jordan’s 1993 soccer cham- 
pion’s who merely needed to 
draw with A1 Baqaa to clinch 
tbe title. 

Thousands of Cans who had 
thronged Amman's Interna- 
tional Stadium Friday after- 
noon, were heavily dis- 
appointed when officials at A1 
Hussein Sports City declared 
that conditions at tbe stadium 
were unsuitable forcing yet 
another postponement in the 
competition. 

Also at Salt Stadium, heavy 
fog compelled the referee of 
the Hnssein-Yannouk match 
to suspend the game m the 51st 
minute as both teams were 
held to a goalless draw. 

The only match held Friday 
was at Irbid’s A1 Hassan Sports 
City, in which A1 Arab! upset 
Al Ramtha 1-0 to equal AI 
Baqaa’s 27 points in tbe overall 
standings. 

It was Al Ramtha’s second 
consecutive defeat after losing 
to Al Wihdat 3-1 last week, 
making them remain in sixth 
place for now until 29 points. 

Although both teams played 
a defensive game at the begin- 
ning, Al Ramtha needed a win 
to secure its place in the stand- 
ings, while Al Arabi needed to 
give it their best hoping to 


avoid relegation. 

The match’s sole goal was 
scored in the 45th minute when 
Al Arabfs striker Ayman Al 
Omari hit a header that tapped 
the goalpost before Moham- 
mad Alawneh returned it back 
to score bis team's winning 


Meanwhile, in three of this 
week’s matches held Thursday, 
Sahab stunned AI Ahli with a 

3-1 win. Al Jazireh ended Al 
Qatfisaefa's unbeaten second 
round record when they scored 
a 3-2 victory, while Al Wihdat 
overcame Fuheis 2-1. 

Al Jazireh’s win over Al 
Qadissieh was probably the 
week's most important result, 
giving Al Jazireh a glimpse of 
hope in avoiding relegation as 
they moved away from the last 
four to 7th place. On the other 
band, Al Qadissieb’s unex- 
pected defeat may have even- 
tually hurt their chances of 
capturing the no. 2 spot. 

Al Jazireh’s carefully ex- 
ecuted offence made AI Qadis- 
sieh retreat to defensive posi- 
tions early on in the match and 
hindered their effort to reach 
their opponent's goal. 

AI Jazireh thus succeeded in 
scoring first in the 25th minute 
as both teams lost repeated 
chances to score until Al 
Qadissieh’s Mustafa Adam 
netted in tbe equaliser by a 
header in the 45th minute. 

Adam failed to score for his 
team early in the second half 
when his shot hit tbe post, 
while Al Jazireh - displayed 


their determination to win as 
they scored a second goal in 
the 78th minute. 

Al Qadissieh however, soon 
equalised by Ra’ed AI Momani 
In the 83rd minute. 

Amjad Diyabat ended Al 
Jazireh’s powerful perform- 
ance when he scored three 
minutes later, sealing his 
team's 3-2 win that gave them 
28 points in the 12 team stand- 
ings.. 

In another match, Sahab 
scored a vita] surprising 3-1 win 
over AI Ahli by closely guard- 
ing their pivotal strikers 
Husam Hammash and Amer 
Wali in the absence of injured 
Mousa Shteyan and Khalil 
Fataftah. 

Sahab 's Mohammad Odeh 
gave his team tbe lead in the 
23rd minute. He then scored 
again when he converted strik- 
er Mohammad Ashhab’s pass 
to a header in the 30th minute. 

Sahab then lost two scoring 
chances before Al Ahli's Nart 
Yadaj scored for his team in 
the 40di minute. 

Al Ahli seemed to lack coor- 
dination in the second half 
while Sahab did not relent or 
ease their offence as Ashhab 
again lost a chance to score 
before successfully netting in 
his team’s third goal in the 70th 
minute. 

With this win, Sahab raised 
their tally to 20 points, but are 
still among the last fouT and 
will have to score more wins to 
avoid retention. 


Newcomers to the division, 
Al Fuheis, stood up to former 
champions Al Wihdat before 
losing 2-1 in another of Thurs- 
day’s matches. 

Although Fuheis took the 
lead by a goal from Khadex 
Mubarak in the 4th minute, Al 
Wihdat took total control 
throughout the first half. 

Young striker Ali Juma’a 
repeatedly tried to equalise for 
AI Wihdat, before Jamal 
Mahmoud managed to score a 
goal from a corner kick in the 
27th minute. 

Mahmoud provided team- 
mated Marwan Al Shamali and 
Juma'a with superb passes but 
both lacked concentration. 

Both teams then lost some 
scoring chances, before Sha- 
mali was tackled in the box and 
scored from the penalty shot to 
give bis team a 2-1 win. 

However. Fuheis fervently 
challenged the referee's call 
and following the match 
announced that they would 
withdraw from the competition 
unless the Jordan Soccer Fed- 
eration looked into their com- 
plaint, 

Al Fubefs' officials maintain 
that the penalty awarded to Al 
Wihdat was unwarranted and 
that the referee had failed to 
award them a penalty on a 
more serious and dear tackle. 

Tbe loss greatly affects 
Fuheis' chances of staying in 
tbe first division, while the win 
promotes AJ Wihdat ’s hassle 
for runner-up position. 


Duncan 
extends 
lead in 
Safari Rally 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya’s lan 
Duncan extended his lead to 19 
minutes on the third day of the 
Safari Rally, the third round of 
the World Championship 
Saturday. 

Duncan, four times Kenyan 
rally champion^ damaged his 
' Toyota’s suspension .. when he 
hit in Impala during the' second 
section of the day, but he lost 
only two minutes and later 
increased his advantage over 
Japan's Kenjiro Shinozuka, 
driving a Mitsubishi. 

Duncan has never won a 
world championship rally but 
all Toyota's hopes rest on him 
as his French team mate, 
Didier Auriol, was lying 50 
minutes behind Shinozuka. 

“It's hell. This rally, it’s 
rough. It's unpredictable,” 
said Auriol. 

Patrick Njiru was in fourth 
place in his Subaru. The Ke- 
nyan lost 18 minutes early in 
the day when he hit a deep 
hole in the road too quickly 
and damaged the car's body- 
work. 

He was lying nearly 30 mi- 
nutes ahead of his British team 
mate Richard Burns, who has 
been slowed down by dust. 

Burns, the British cham- 
pion, lost 40 minutes thanks to 
an accident when the brakes 
failed late on the second day. 
Repairs were nor completed 
until Saturday morning and he 
had to overtake four slower 
cars. 


Heat overcome Pacers to 
move toward playoff spot 


MIAMI (R) — Harold Miner 
scored 11 of his IS poims in die 
fourth quarter, including five 
in a key 13-2 run. ana the 
Miami Heat snapped a six- 
game losing streak with a 101- 
91 win over the Indiana PaceTS 
Friday. 

The win by the Heat, en- 
abled them to leap over the 
Pacers and the New Jersey 
Nets into the race for a playoff 
spot, rajthe. Eastern Confer- 
ence. . " 

In Chicago, B J. Armstrong 
had 23 points and Steve Kerr 
had five points in a key 10-2 
fourth quarter run as the Chi- 
cago Bulls beat the Detroit 
Pistons for the sixth straight 
time, 102-95. 

Chicago led 84-82 with 8:08 
left in the fourth when they 
took control. They took an 
86-82 lead on a basket by Pete 
Myers, before Sean Elliott net- 
ted two free throws to cut, 
Chicago's lead back to two. 

But Kerr nailed a three to 
make it 89-84 Bulls and Scon 
Williams converted a three- 
point play to make it 92-84. 

In Boston, Don MacLean 
scored 28 points and Rex 
Chapman scored five of 
Washington's final seven 
points, leading the Bullets to a 
99-95 win over the Boston Cel- 
tics, snapping a nine-game los- 
ing streak. 

Chapman snapped a 94-94 
tie with 2:20 remaining on a 
15-footer from the right ride of 
the foul line. 

He scored five points during 
a 7-1 Washington ran to dose 
the game. 

Chapman had 17 points for 
Washington, as did teammate 


Mitchell Butler. 

In Dallas, Charlotte's Alon- 
zo Mourning had 25 points and 
13 rebounds, and Dallas's Jam- 
al Mashburn missed two free 
throws with 2.5 seconds left in 
the fourth quarter, as the Hor- 
nets defeated the Mavericks, 
106104. 

The loss was the 16th 
straight for the Mavericks, who 
have not won since beating the 
.Hornets Feb., 24. 

The win waj the third in the 
last four' games for the Hor- 
nets. 

At New Jersey, Anfernee 
Hardaway's driving slam with 
1.6 seconds left lifted the 
Orlando Magic to a 98-96 win 
over the New Jersey Nets. 

Hardaway drove the middle 
for the game-winner after 
Orlando rebounded Dennis 
Scott’s miss from the right on 
its last possession. 

Nick Anderson had 19 
points for the Magic while Sha- 
quille O'Neal was limited to 
just 17. 

In Philadelphia, Rod Strick- 


land tied a career high with 30 
points and handed out 13 
assists and Clifford Robinson 
also scored 30 points as the 
Portland Trait Blazers handed 
the Philadelphia 76ers their 
ninth straight loss, 111-100. 

Clyde Drexler added' 22 
points and 12 rebounds for the 

Orlando Woolridge bad 21 
points and Jeff Malone scored 
20 for Philadelphia. * 

In Los Angeles. Nick Van 
Exel scored a career-high 31 
points, including five three 
pointers, to lead the Los 
Angeles Lakers to their third 
win in four games, a 101-88 
defeat of the Houston Rock- 
ets. 

The Lakers, who beat Hous- 
ton for the firt time this season 
in four games, are 3-1 since 
Magic Johnson replaced Ran- 
dy Pfund as head coach. 

The loss broke Houston’s 
three-game winning streak and 
dropped the Rockets to 9-3 in 
their last 12 games. 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Consists of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon, sitting room 
and dining room, plus fitted kitchen with all electrical 
appliances, German made (ALNO), central heating, air- 
conditioning, Italian furniture, with telephone. Location: 
Shmeisani, near Philadelphia Hotel and Aramex. 

Please call 664839 


Museum of Jordanian Heritage 
Yarmouk University 
Irbid-Jordan 

The Museum of the Jordanian Heritage announces its 
opening hours as follows: 

1. Daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

(Except Thursdays and Fridays). 

2. Daily from 10 am. to 3 p.m. during the university summer 
vacation. 

(June 12th - Sept. 2nd) and mid-year vacation (Jan. 
15tb-Jan. 29th) 

For further information, please contact the museums curator. 

Tel.: 276277 Ext 4278 -4275 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
IN THE 7TH CIRCLE FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 2 salons and dining 
room, with independent heating, telephone, luxurious tumi- 
ture. Located near Jaber Centre. 

Call tel.: 863355 


WANTED EXPERIENCED 

Live-in or part-time home help. 

Tel. 843512, 
after 3 p.m. 


FOR SALE NEW 

1. Video camera recorder 8 NTSC system. 

2. Super Betamax 7 systems. 

3. Trinitron colour TV 14-inch multi system. 

Ail Sony made in Japan. 

Please contact tel. 04-432774 
Mr. Rida Dalb from 4 tit 6 pjn. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Third-floor super deluxe, fully furnished apartment, with 
an area of 200 square metres. Consists of three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon-dining sitting area, 
large kitchen, overlooking large veranda. With tele- 
phone, lift, central heating and new furniture. 
Location: 4th Circle, near the Moroccan Embassy. 
Rent is annual. 

Please call tel. 644349 


Agassi 

Sampras 

OSAKA, Japan (R) — Andre 
Agassi, straggling with a pain- 
ful injury and tbe demands of a 
rain-hit schedule, lasted only 
55 minutes before losing to 
world number one Fete Sam- 
pras in the Salem Open semi- 
finals Saturday. 

The fifth-seeded Agassi, 
who had been forced to com- 
plete his quarter-final earlier 
Saturday because of rain an 
Friday, was beaten 6-3 6-1 by 
his fellow American. 

Agassi said be suffered pain 
from a torn rib cartilage 
whenever he breathed in. 

U I hart myself early in the 
tournament and it got worse,” 
Agassi said. “It wOl take a 
couple of weeks before its gets 
better but I’m not scheduled 
to play for two weeks any- 
how.” 

Earlier in the day, Agassi 
had toiled .through two sets 
against fellow American David 
Wheaton to finish off their 
quarter-final 7-6 6-7 6-3. 

“It’s never easy to play two 
sets and a match after. That 
waste Pete’s advantage” A gas- 


loses to ? 

% 

in Osaka 


si said. 

Sampras noticed his oppo- 
nent straggling. “Once I wu* 
hitting him slice backhands 'be 
looked in pain and I knew. ‘it 
was a problem. It affected ho 
serve,* 1 said tbe top seed wijp 
will meet French qualifier 
Lionel Roux in Sunday's final, 

Roux, who has beaten for- 
mer world number one Ivan 
Lendl and sixth seeded. Amer- 
ican Aaron Krickstein along 
the way, defeated Henrik 
Holm of Sweden 6-2 1-6 6-3 in 
tbe other semifinal. 

Leading by a set and 3-1 
when rain halted play Friday, 
Agassi had looked set for a 
quick victory over Wheaton, ' 

The powerful Wheaton had 
other ideas when the mafeh 
resumed. He was helped by the 
fifth seed squandering four 
match poims in the second set 
tie-break. 

That was as far as his com- 
eback went. Agassi regained 
control, breaking Wheaton ft 
the opening game of the fin#] 
setr and cruised home 7-6 67 
6-3. 



Pete Sampras 


. • * 
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SEA, MOUNTAIN & PLEASING CLIMATE 



Enjoy a refreshing vacation in a healthy climate. 
Pleasant beaches & mountains of trees, vegetable* & fruits. 
Luxury - hotels & fully equipped apartments with 
worldwide communications. 

13 million Arab & European visitors come to Cyprus 
every year for tourism, business, conferences & sports. 

Our Island is secure & near to you 
culturally & geographical!). 

Our friendly & hospitable people are our greatest asset 


For more information, see your tend ugrnr or nmu«i us: 


CYPRUS TOURISM ORG ANISATION 
Phone: 315715 - Fax: 31302’ 
P.O.B: 4535 - Nicosia. Cyprus 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

X 

CSnema Td.: 699238 

PLAZA 

CSnema . Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabtt Al MasMiii Tbeatre 

Nabil & Histom's Tel!: 62515s 1 

AHLAN THEATRE - 


T 

u 
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INDECENT PROPOSAL 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:15. &30, 10:30 

Holly Florta & AHda Anne 
In 

. BIKINI ISLAND 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 5. 630. 830. 1030 

CONCORD T 
DEMOLITION MAN, 

Sbows: 1230. 3:00. 630. &30. I03U 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
THE FUGITIVE 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden x Forbidden 

Watch for the surprise — 
The next play.... 

Since the actors are abroad the thcatr * 
is dosed 

It wifi re-open on April 6, 1994 for twt 
weeks in the last performances of: , 
"Arab Summit Conference” 


Y 

• 


Shows: 1230, 3:45. 6:00. 8:15. 10:15 
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Police kill militant in south Egypt 


. ASSIYUT, Egvpt (R) — Police in the south Egyptian 
■ province of Assiyut on Saturday shot dead a militant wanted 
! for killing a policeman, security sources said. They said the 
; man, Hamdi Mahmoud, was arrested last year on charges of 
. lolling a state security lieutenant-colonel in March but he 
* escaped during a transfer between prisons. Police said 
! Mahmoud died in a shootout after they raided the flat he was 
hiding in near the town of Abu Tig, on the Nile 345 kilometres 
south of Cairo. Assiyut province is a stronghold of the militant 
Ganiaa Al Islamiya, the main group fighting to overthrow the 
Egyptian government and replace it with a strict Islamic state. 
Some 350 people, mainly militants and policemen, have been 
; killed in political violence in Egypt over the past two years. 

Leading South Sudanese quits parliament 

KHARTOUM (R) — A leading Christian politician from 
southern Sudan has resigned from the country's appointed 
parliament, a Khartoum newspaper reported on Saturday. 
The independent Al Sudani Al Doulia said Andrew Wieu, a 
priest, had quit the Transitional National Assembly to 
concentrate on his church activities. The assembly had 
accepted his resignation, the daily said. Sudan's strongly 
I Islamic government in Khartoum has been waging a civil war 

> for nearly 11 years with the mainly Christian and animist 
! south. 

; Tunisia bans French newspaper 

\ TUNIS (R) — Tunisia has banned distribution of the French 
newspaper Liberation, the local newspaper La Presse reported 
on Saturday. It said the authorities were angered because 
Liberation published an article by a 1 unisiun opposition figure 
but would not print a reply'' from a supporter of the 
; government. La Presse accused the French paper of “flagrant 
bias" and acting “like a highway bandit.” Another French 
newspaper. Le Monde, was banned last month. 

■ Bush plot verdicts set for June 4 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's state security court said on 
Saturday it would pass judgement on June 4 on 11 Iraqis and 
three Kuwaitis accused of involvement in a plot to trill former 
U.S. President George Bush. The court hearing the 10-montb- 
old trial set the date after the defence presented the last of its 
! dosing arguments. The court has in the past twice set a date • 

; for judgement and then postponed it. The court on Sept. 11 
scheduled the verdicts for Oct. 30, on that date it rescheduled 
the verdicts for Dec. 25. saying the case needed time and care. 

.! Two of the 14 have admitted varying levels of involvement in 

> the alleged plot to blow up Mr. Bush. 
v 

J Egypt to compensate victims of violence 

* ASSIYUT (R) — Compensation will be paid to families of 
! three people killed in crossfire between militants and police in 
’ the south Egyptian province of Assiyut last week, security 

• sources said on Saturday. The sources said that according to 
Assiyut Governor Sameeh Al Saeed. 20,000 pounds ($5,950) 
would be paid to the families of a taxi driver, a teacher and a 

; woman university student who died'after a suspected militant 
- travelling in their taxi opened fire at police in the town of Al 
n Ghanaim. Police chased the taxi and shot dead the militant 
' and the three people and arrested two other passengers 
r thought to be militants. Four policemen were wounded in the 
p violence. 

" 1 Kuwait ready to stop sp.y Iraqi advance’ 

KUWAIT (R) — Iraqi troops conducting a campaign against 
opponents in the south of Iraq pose a threat to Kuwait but any 
i attack would be repulsed, the emirate’s defence minister said 
( in remarks published on Saturday. “The presence of the 
. regular Iraqi army in the south for the purpose of crushing of 
the uprising in senthem Iraq is a threat to the country,” the 

* minister. Sheikh Ali Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, was quoted as 

• saying by newspapers. “The troops coukl receive orders to 
move further south towards Kuwait. The way the Iraqi troops 
are now scattered (in their deployment) does not pose an 
immediate threat to Kuwait. 3ut this could change. The 

- decision is surely with (Iraqi President) Saddam Hussein. 

„ "Kuwait is completely ready to repulse any attack.” Sheikh 
;! Ali made the remarks to Kuwaiti reporters late on Wednes- 

_ day. Newspapers agreed to hold the report over the Thursday. 

’- and Friday weekend, when only a few of them publish. 

- U.S. military forces drop to 1.7 million 

j WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. military forces dropped to 1.7 
4 million at the end of February, the Defence Department said 
’ Friday, on their way to a cut to 1.4 million. It said the active 
duty forces as of Feb. 28 included 566,318 army people. 
491,092 navy. 455,nSl air force and i 75,838 marines. Active 
duty forces rose to about 2.1 nriHion during the cold war but 
President Bill Clinton plans to •:u{ them to l .4 million to help 
reduce huge federal budget deficits. 

I PLO employee shot dead in Tunis 

TUNIS (AP) — A Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
employee believed to be involved in a counterfeit money 
racket was shot and killed Friday night, sources and eyewitnes- 
ses said Saturday. An unknown gunman opened fire with a 
handgun on Khalil Abu Moalck as he parked his car at a 
suburban shopping centre, according to eyewitnesses, who 
said (he assailant escaped in a waiting car. Officials at PLO 
headquarters in the Tunisian capital confirmed that Abu 
Moakel. 33. who worked in the organisation's political 
department, died in a hospitu: .vcuuds to the head and 

chest. PLC ofiicir.'s refused i- ' t..;; .. nr -?" 1 that Abu < 

Moalek w as ?cg 'ged in racke' - . »'r. : I 


i 

Second Iranian triplets delivered in 5 months 

NICOSIA (AP) — A doctor in the southern Iranian province 
of Khuzestan this week delivered her second set of triplets in 
just over five months, according to an Iranian newspaper. 
Leila Nayabzadeh gave birth to a boy and two girls by 
■ caesarean secrion last Monday in the city of Behbehan under 
the care of Dr. Anjana Pankaj, an Indian gynaecologist, the 
Tehran Times said. Dr. Pankaj, of Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh, 
jiad already delivered two girls and a boy last Nov. 23. also by 
caesarean, the newspaper said. All six’ infants and the two 
mothers were healthy, the Tr- in an article to be 

published S , rr' ,;- v 't adv:- *- 

.Saturde;- ;«? f h. .• dated 

Goldstein widow refuses to testify 

TEL AVTV (AP) — The widow of the man who committed 
the Hebron mosque massacre, and who may have tried to stop 
■him. refuses to testify before Israel's commission of inquiry, 
reports said. Miriam Goldstein turned a compromise offer 
from the commission to testify behind closed doors on Sunday, 
Israel's Channel Two news said. The commission was weighing 
whether to use its power of subpoena to force Mrs. Goldstein 
to testify, the Itim news agency said. 

Zhirinovsky wtas abac***** n^rty power 

;re- 

%TL ' 

■ .~:i : cr. "..liurd^v ... • —«■ r***^ ■* 

candidate for future presidential elections. "To reach the 
harbour of victory named ‘president’ you must fibre, your 
captain a chance to hold the steering wheel firmly. Mr. 
Zhirinovsky told the congress. The delegates voted without 
discussion to make Mr. Zhirinovsky the party leader until 2004 
and granted him the right to appoint senior party officials 
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U.N. team 
begins 
Kabul 
mission 

KABUL (Agencies) — Tuni- 
sia's ex-foreign minister. 
Mahmoud Mestiri, led a Un- 
ited Nations peace mission to 
Afghanistan’s war-battered 
capital on Saturday. 

During his three-day trip to 
Kabul, Mr. Mestiri will meet 
Afghanistan’s warring leaders 
in an attempt lo broker a 
permanent truce to end nearly 
two years of vicious factional 
fighting that has left about 
12,000 people dead, most of 
them civilians. 

However, few people in 
Kabul expect a lasting peace. 
The warring leadership has 
signed at least three peace 
agreements but all of them 
have been broken. 

Their most recent peace 
agreement was signed in mid- 
1993 in Mecca. Saudi Arabia. 
But it was shortlived. 

On Jan. 1, Afghanistan's re- 
bel Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar launched a fero- 
cious offensive to topple his 
enemy. President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani- 

In three months of bitter 
fighting the warring factions 
have killed at least 1 .100 peo- 
ple, according to figures given 
by the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross. Entire 
neighbourhoods have been 
flattened . 

At least 12,000 people have 
been wounded and tens of 
thousands more left homeless 
and made refugees in their own 
country. 

Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hek- 
matyar have agreed to a cease- 
fire during the. three-day visit 
by the five-member U.N. mis- 
sion. 

“Finding a solution is the 
main, if not the only, aim of 
our visit,” Mr. Mestiri told 
reporters on his arrival from 
Pakistan at an airbase north of 
Kabul. 

Mr. Mestiri was due to meet 
Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hek- 
matyar, who is based in Char- 
asyab, 20 kilometres southeast 
of Kabul, as well as leaders of 
other factions in the quarrell- 
ing coalition government. He 
is due to return to Pakistan on 
Monday. 

Early on Saturday, three 
rockets slammed into the 
Rabbani-held television hill 
near the city centre but the 
ceasefire later took hold across 
the capital. 

Both sides traded rocket and 
artillery fire on Friday but no 
details of casualties were avail- 
able. 

Rocket fire from forces led 
by Mr. Hekmatyar pounded 
Kabul the day before, killing at 
least two people and injuring 
more than 70, hospitals re- 
ported. 

Each side blamed the other 
for starting the fighting. . 

Mr. Mestiri flew from Pakis- 
tan to the eastern Afghan town 
of Jalalabad on Wednesday for 
a one-day visit and his first 
meetings inside Afghanistan. 

He met the local governing 
council, which has remained 
neutral in the current fighting, 
and visited camps that house 
an estimated 110.000 refugees 
who have fled there from 
Kabul since the latest battles 
erupted on New Year's Day. 



PAKISTANI DELEGATION: His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Saturday received at the 
Royal Court a delegation representing the Pakis- 
tani Command College. Prince Hassan briefed 
the delegation, which included college teachers 


and students, on the situation in the region and 
the latest developments in die Middle East peace 
process. The Crown Prince also dwelt on 
Jordanian-Pakistani relations and the need to 
enhance them. 


Expellees anxiously await 
word on bid to return home 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian ex- 
pellees living in Jordan ago- 
nised Saturday without 
knowing whether they were 
included in a list approved by 
Israel for return to the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip this week. 

Many of those whose 
names were in a list of 52 
names submitted by the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to Israel dur- 
ing their negotiations on im- 
plementing self-rule said they 
did not know whether their 
names were in a list of 32 that 
has been approved by Israel. 

Tayseer Arouri, who was 
expelled in August 1989 after 
being charged with directing 
the intifada, said he was un- 
able to confirm whether he 
was among the 32. 

“I tried through all means 
to find out whether I would 
be allowed to return home,” 
said Mr. Arouri, a member of 
the P alestine People’s Party 
(PPP) who served as an advi- 
sor to the Palestinian peace 
negotiating team which held 
talks with Israel' until the 
surprise Sept. 13 accord was 
unveiled. 

“I contacted senior PLO 
officials and some Executive 
Committee members in 
Tunis,” Mr. Arouri said in an 
interview with the Jordan 
Times. 

“I was told that the list in 
(PLO Chairman Yasser) 
Arafat's pocket and a copy is 
with the negotiators in 
Cairo,” he said. “Except 
Arafat and the negotiators, 
nobody seems to know who 
will be allowed to return 
home.” 

At least four others whose 
names were mentioned in the 
local press as possible retur- 
nees this week echoed Mr. 
Arouri and said they were 
also in the dark about their 
fate. 

“It is killing not to know 
whether we can go home or 
not,” said one of them, who, 
like others, preferred anony- 
mity for fear of undermining 
his chances. 

According to PLO offi- 
cials, Israel and the PLO are 
expected to discuss the fate of 


the 22 whose bid to return 
home has been put on hold 
by Israel when they meet in 
Cairo to resume self-rule 
negotiations Sunday. 

“Until they meet and come 
up with a decision, there is 
little chance of knowing who 
will actually return home tins 
week,” said a senior PLO 
source. 

Marwan Barghouti, a 
prominent Palestinian stu- 
dent activist from Bir Zeit 
University, and an activist of 
Mr. Arafat's mainstream 
Fateh faction, appeared cer- 
tain that he would be return- 
ing home. 

Mr. Barghouti, who was 
expelled in 1987, told the 
-Jordan Tunes that be and 
some of the others in the 
approved list will be crossing 
tire bridge to the West Bank 
on Monday. 

. He provided the names of 
most of the people in the 
approved list and said he and 
others will be crossing the 
bridge to the West Bank on 
Monday. He said the list he 
had was the one approved by 
Israel. 

The 16 names that Mr. 
Barghouti pro yided included 
that of Mr. Arouri, apparent- 
ly, there is little communica- 
tion between Mr. Barghouti, 
who is form Fateh, and Mr. 
Arouri whose PPP has been 
critical of the way Fateh boss 
Arafat hs been handling PLO 
decision making. 

Mr. Barghouti said Israel 
had agreed to the list of 32 
during a meeting with the 
PLO in Cairo on Thursday. 

The approved list, accord- 
ing to Mr. Barghouti, uh= 
eluded. 

. Journalist Akram 
Haniyeh, Arafat advisor Jib- 
ril Rjoub, Mohammad 
Zahlan, J amal Zokhut, Samir 
Sbeibat, Amin Makbool, 
Khalil Ashour, Jihad 
Museimeh, Husain Khader, 
Jamal Shati, Mursi Abu 
Ghweileh, Ahmad Nasr, 
Abdullah Samahdaneh and 
Ahmad Dweek in addition to 
Mr. Barhouli himself and Mr. 
Arouri. 

Many of those in the 
approved list as given by Mr. 
Barghouti are members of 
Fateh, expelled before and 
after the intifada began. 


Mr. Barghouti said most of 
the returnees will be crossing 
the King Hussein Bridge 
while others will be entering 
the Gaza Strip from Egypt. 

In May 1993, Israel 
allowed 30 Palestinian expellees 
to return home in a gesture to 
encourage the PLO to re- 
sume peace talks which were 
suspended following the Jew- 
ish state's expulsion of more 
than 415 Palestinians to 
Lebanon. 

But it refused to include in 
that group any Palestinian 
who was expelled from the 
occupied territories over 
charges related to the intifa- 
da, which began in December 
1987. 

Most of those who re- 
turned in that batch were 
Palestinian activists who re- 
sisted cooperating with the 
occupation authorities fol- 
lowing. the Jewish state's sei- 
zure of tiie West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in the 1967 war. 

The latest batch expected 
to return home this week 
include many Palestinians ex- 
pelled on intifada-related 
charges, marking the second 
time that lsrael has allowed 
such expellees" to retum. 

The occupation authorities 
allowed those expelled to 
South Lebanon in December 
■1992 to return in December 
1993 after a one-year exile. 

• Those expelled by 'the 
occupation forces after they 
seized the lands in 1967 — 
estimated at nearly 2,500 — 
are dealt with differently than 
those who fled their home- 
land or were forced out dur- 
ing tiie actual war. The PLO 
estimates that their number, 
including dependents, now 
stands at 875,000, with the 
bulk of them living in Jordan. 

Israel has ruled out any 
return of Palestinians in large 
numbers during the interim 
period envisaged in the Sept. 
13 accord and says that their 
fate is an issue for negotia- 
tions. 

The PLO .has been sending 
conflicting signals on the 
issue with no dear indication 
when the Palestinians who 
left their homes or refugee 
camps in the occupied terri- 
tories in 1967 can hope that 
their plight will come up for 
discussions. 


Bomb blast in Istanbul bazaar kills 4, wounds 13 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — A 
bomb exploded in Istanbul's 
covered bazaar on Saturday, 
killing two and injuring at least 
13 people. Turkish officials 
said. 

Doctors at two hospitals said 
at least six foreign tourists 
were among the injured. Some 
of the 13 were in critical condi- 
tion. 

It was the second bombing 
of the popular tourist site in 10 
days. Four people, including 
two Romanians, were injured 
in a blast that hit a public toilet 
near the bazaar on March 24. 

The Anatolia news agency 
identified the dead as Munira 

: -n. 40. a Tarisian "cmon. 


and Javier Castro, a Spanish 
man. It said Ms. Najan’s 17- 
yea r-old son, Mehdi Najan. 
two Spaniards, two French 
men. and a Lebanese man 
were also wounded. 

In Madrid a Spanish foreign 
ministry spokesman denied 
that a Spaniard had been kil- 
led. He quoted the Spanish 
consul in Istanbul as saying 
three Spanish tourists were in- 
jured. 

Police said the bomb had 
been planted in a box in front 
of a jewellery shop and ex- 
ploded at 10:30 a.m. (0730 
GMT), shattering windows 
and smashing furniture in near- 


by shops. 

State Minister and govern- 
ment spokesman Yildirim 
Aktuna visited the site and 
condemned the bombing. 

“This was a cowa'rdly, 
sneaky attack,” he told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Aktuna said additional 
measures would be taken to 
safeguard tourist attractions 
and crowded sites. 

The 10:50 a.m- blast was 
believed to have been caused 
by a time bomb placed in a 
portable shoe-shining box near 
jewellery stores dose to an exit 
at the 500-year-old bazaar. 

Police said a second bomb 


also may have exploded at the 
same time, but that was being 
investigated. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
explosion, the second at the 
bazaar in as many weeks. 
Three Turks and two Roma- 
nian tourists were injured in a 
March 24 blast, and a similar 
attack wounded three Euro- 
pean tourists in the nearby 
Saint Sophia Museum last Sun- 
day. 

The Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). which has been fight- 
ing a separatist guerrilla war in 
the southeast, ci aimed respon- 
sibility for botb of those 
attacks. 


Sabbah: 

Papal 

visit to 
Holy Land 
could wait 

ROME (AP) — The leader of 
Catholics in the Holy Land 
said Saturday that Pope John 
Pan I n should not make a 
pilgrimage there until Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies are granted open access to 
Jerusalem. 

The Pope has long said be 
wanted to visit Jerusalem, a 
possibility that became more 
likely when the Vatican and 
Israel signed a diplomatic 
accord in December. 

Monsignor Michael Sabbah, 
Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, 
said the Pope should consider 
such a pilgrimage only when 
Chris tians in Bethlehem can 
travel to Jerusalem without a 
military permit, and “when the 
Christians here, like all the 
other inhabitants of the occu- 
pied territories, will have a 
certain freedom, will not be 
put under such severe security 
measures. Archbishop Sabbah. 
a Palestinian, was referring to 
Israel’s periodic closures of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, which bar Palestinians 
from reaching Israel and holy 
sites in Jerusalem. 

He made his comments in 
Jerusalem to RAI state radio, 
which provided a text of the 
remarks in Rome, for an Eas- 
ter Sunday Broadcast 

In tiie interview. Archbishop 
Sabbah said that peace in tiie 
Holy Land seems to be pro- 
ceeding on a political level, 
“but there is no progress on 
the popular level, in the hearts 
of the people.” 

He also criticised Jewish set- 
tlers in die occupied territor- 
ies. 

It is necessary to tell the 
settlers that they do not want 
peace. It is necessary to want 
peace, to have it in one’s heart, 
and to leave people’s homes to 
themselves,” he said. 

“The settlers are not in their 
homes, they are in the homes 
of otbeis,” he said. 

Archbishop Sabbah is tiie 
top Roman Catholic clergyman 
in the Holy Land. He was 
appointed in 1988, and is re- 
sponsible for Roman Catholics 
in Israel, the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Stnp, Jordan 
and Cyprus. 

Israel sealed off the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip on March 
31, 1993, following a wave of 
anti-Israeli violence which 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
feared would erode public sup- 
port in Israel for the negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

The closure barred most of 
the two million Palestinians 
from reaching Israel, inducting 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

In recent months the closure 
had gradually been eased, and 
only men between the ages of 
16 and 45 were required to ask 
the army for a' permit. But 
after the Feb. 25 Hebron mos- 
que massacre, the closure was 
clamped back tight again, for 
fear of Palestinian revenge 
attacks. 

The Pope has often said he 
would consider a trip to the 
Holy Land the culmination of 
his papacy. The last Pope to go 
there was Paul VI in 1964. 

The Vatican and Israel rec- 
ognised each other last Decem- 
ber after nearly 2000 years of 
often hostile relations between 
Christians and Jews. They are 
expected to establish foil di- 
plomatic relations this year. 

The Pcpe, who turns 74 next 
month, was due to baptise 27 
people at the Vatican on Satur- 
day after marking his Via Crn- 
ds (stations of the cross) pro- 
cession around Rome’s col- 
ossemn on Friday night with a 
powerful declaration of Christ- 
ian unity. 

Catholic holy week cere- 
monies culminate on Sunday 
when be celebrates mass in Sl 
P eter’s square and delivers the 
twice-yearly "urbi et brbi" (to 
the city and the world) mes- 
sage. 


‘Teenager was at controls of Russian Airbus when it crashed 


3SCOW (AP) — The 
>t's teenage son was at the 
itrols of a Russian jetliner 
t crashed in Siberia on 
rch 22, killing all 75 peo- 
on board, newspapers 
J Saturday. 

rhey said conversatio; 
served by the coc‘ 
ht recorder show the 


sources. 

The daily Komsomolskaya 
Pravda quoted one of the 
experts analysing the cockpit 
tapes as refusing to "confirm 
or deny" the reports. The 
tapes are being analysed in 
France, headquarters of the 
.Airbus consor- 


£ jetliner imo a aieep ct> 
The English-language 
[oseow Times quoted un- 
rated officials of the Trans- 
mit Ministry and Aeroflot, 
e Russian airline. Three 
Ser ^papers gave no 



Interfax and- 
rA 7 c * my news agencies 
said the investigating com- 
mission had confirmed that 
“unauthorised personnel” 
were in the cockpit. 

“The plane started to actin’ 


ways which were not prog- 
rammed into the autopilot," 
the head of Russian Interna- 
tional Airlines, Valery Eksu- 
zyan, told Interfax Friday. 
"Judging by their exclama- 
tions. the crew was greatly 
surprised.” 

Russian International Air- 
lines is the international 
branch of Aeroflot. 

the 

. .. .. for Ihe 

crash. But he denied a 
French television report that 
the pilot's son was In the 
cockpit and that none of the 
crew was in the cockpit when 
the plane went into its fata! 
dive. 


He said the jetliner ram- 
med into a snowy slope just 
over two minutes after it 
went into a dive. , 

The Moscow Times said 
the pilot and other crew 
members were standing in 
the cockpit when the jetliner 
plunged. It said one of the 
flight stewards may have 
been in the co-pilot’s seat. 

The jetliner was about four 
hours into , a 10-flight from 
Moscow to Hong Kong when 
it went down near the 
Mongolian border in the 
Altai Mountains'near Mezb- 
durechens, 3,200 kilometres 
east of Moscow. 

. The Moscow Times said 


about 30 Aeroflot em- 
ployees, including eight off- 
duty pilots, were given seats 
on the flight because ft was 
less than half full. The pilot’s 
daughter was reportedly 
among them. 

There were 23 foreigners 
on the flight. 

Officials said the 183-seat 
jetliner was two years old and 
had between 5,000 and 7,000 
Hying hours. It was one of 
several Airbuses that Russian 
international Airlines leased 

SL2£“ Soviet-era 

jetewith poor safety records. 

me crash drew unwanted 
attention to air safety inRus- 


Clintons go> 
biking around 
Coronado 

SAN DIEGO (R) — Wearing 
black, safety helmets, Pres»«mt- 
Bill Clinton and his wife, Hill- 
ary, rode bicycles on palm 
tree-lined streets Saturd ay on 
the last day of their spring 
vacation. Seemingly without a 
care in the world, die Clintons 
slowly rode by a golf course 
and through the winding »des- 

treets in the picture-postcard 
neighbourhood surrounding 
the seaside house on the penin- 
sula of Coronado where they 
have stayed since Sunday. In- 
deed, the Clintons would have 
looked like any typical Amer- 
ican couple, except for the 
protective motorcade trailing 
behind, which Included a black 
Kmnnsme. two trucks carrying 
Secret Service agents and a 
couple of police cars. The Clin- 
tons waved to bystanders thril- 
led to see them and some 
children on roller blades tried 
to keep up with them. Mr. 
Clinton had on blue shorts and 
Hillary wore long green work- 
out pants. Stopping at Bay 
Bools, the Clinton browsed 
for a Uttie while, Mr. Clinton 
benight two paperbacks, a mys- 
tery called Dead In The Water 
by Dana Stabenow arid an 
adventure mystery called 
Black Blade by Eric Lustbad- 
ct. “They talked to a few 
people, said ‘hi,”’ said book 
store salesman Brian Turner. 
“It was real neat.” Then it was 
back on the bikes for the ride 
back to their residence just 
before the west coast sunset 

Russians get 
silly for a day 

MOSCOW (AP) — Tasty new 
“vodka bars” compete with 
Mars and Snickers. Chemical 
arms producers invent spray- 
mi tights. Mikhail Gorbachev 
uses anti-baldness medicine to 
grow hair over his famous 
birthmark. And that’s tiie way 
ft wasn’t, April Fools’ Day 
1994, in Russia. It seemed 
day that most news media 
much of the nation had 
backs painted white — ■ the 
Russian equivalent of saying 
“your shoe’s untied — ha ha.” 
Jokesteis and hoaxsters were 
out in force, lending credence 
to a popular rhyme which 
translates to “it’s April 1st, 
don’t believe anybody.” The 
abundance of silliness 
appeared to confirm that Rus- 
sians have returned to a grin- 
and-bear-it — or at least bear- 
it — outlook during continued 
hard times. Traditional April 
1st jokes virtually disappeared, 
in 1991 and 1992 at the height 
of wrenching political and eco- 
nomic upheavals, and only be- 
gan reemerguig last year. It’s 
also a dramatic change from 
Soviet days, when schoolchil- 
dren and family members 
might have shared April yuks 
but such widespread levity 
wasn’t tolerated by ever-stern 
■censors. This year’s Russian 
media spoofs poked fan at 
everyone from Ames to Zhir- 
inovsky: Moskovsky Komso- 
molets published a picture de- 
picting Gorbachev with curly 
hair, saying it had appeared 
after the last Soviet president 
visited South Korea and tes t ed 
a new anti-baldness medicine. 

Poll: Britons 
among world’s 
gloomiest people 

LONDON (R) _ Britons are 
among the world’s most dia- 
satisfied and pessimistic peo- 
pie, a poll conducted in Bri- 

Japan to 
United States reported Satur- 

of to poll of 
5,500 people inter- 

wnrirf d K^? Ut theiT view of the 
worid between March 5 and 

tanetS* ■ pu ^ li . shed simul- 
E? 0 ** m Brio’s Guar- 
s' ST*!*”' Germany's 
Shlmh?f ,e8e !i Ja P an ’ s Asahi 
525°" to New York 
limes. It found that ns n-, 

ish 13 pcr of Brit- 

cent of Japan^^A,!!? 16 ***! 
Germans °! 

Americans. Brito™ 6 * ccnt 

ffS-SSE&S- 

6 d 7 ‘~* £ 

^gtheChin^Sf?: 

er said the noli ZJ' .2* P2P" 
Pressing ££2 ^**1 a de- 
most showing that 

more I 18 * become a 







t 










